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DENISE’S DATELINE 
 

HE minute I walked into this years’ Clergy Conference, it was 

already the best I had been to in my 19 years in Melbourne! 

The marquee set up in the St Paul’s Cathedral car park was 

warmed with heaters, had couches and chairs and tables, a 

virtual fireplace, was beautifully and minimally decorated, AND 

there was a coffee card and also pastries and other munchies 

available! It was a generous and welcoming space, AND it set the 

tone for the rest of the Conference. 

 The theme, chosen after the ‘Listening in Lent’ exercise was 

‘For the harvest’, and the key focus was Matthew 9:35–38: 
35 

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and 

healing every disease and sickness. 
36 

When he saw the crowds, 

he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
37 

Then he said to his 

disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
38 

Ask 

the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 

harvest field.” 

 After Morning Prayer each morning, which included many new 

worship songs, we had a wonderful time of ‘feeding’ from the 

Bible, as Archbishop Ric took us through three key Bible Studies. 

As Clergy and Lay leaders in the Church, we are often the ones 

giving the teaching and offering prayer – at this conference the 

generosity of the welcome marquee continued throughout the 

conference, with us being fed with God’s word, nurtured in 

prayer, encouraged by hearing testimonies, and challenged to 

lift our eyes to what God is already doing by his Holy Spirit. 

 There was video input from many friends of Archbishop Ric’s 

from around the globe, from different Christian denominations 

and traditions, all sharing how they were praying for us at the 

conference, and how the people in their communities were 

growing in the faith of Jesus. It was truly uplifting and inspiring. 

 A great encouragement for me were two aspects: the focus on 

prayer, including the prayer space and the offering of prayer for 

anyone who wanted it (this occurred a few times across our three 

days together), and the hosting of each day by different younger 

Anglicans from across our Diocese of Melbourne and Geelong. 

 We also had the opportunity to hear from Archbishop Ric as 

he answered many questions that were posed to him through 

the feedback loops; he was clear, very open, generous and 

welcomed and answered even the most pointed questions. This 

was a great gift to us who report to him and gave us increased 

confidence in his leadership and vision for our Diocese. 

 We were encouraged, challenged and inspired to look at our 

cities with the eyes and love of Jesus, to trust in God’s promises 

to grow his Church, and to each take our next faithful step, knowing 

that God calls us all to be part of his mission to grow his Church. 

 Please continue to pray and 
38 

Ask the Lord 

of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 

into his harvest field. — Denise 

‘Listening in Lent’ summary report ......................page 2 

Archbishop’s sermon on ‘For the harvest’...................15

Catriona’s commissioning 
St Stephen’s Wynyard, 18th July 

A special day in a lovely warm-hearted church: the Archdeacon 
conducted the commissioning as the Bishop had Covid, the 
wardens gave Catriona symbols of their welcome and priorities 
of her ministry, the 
Mayor (Mary Duniam) 
hugged and kissed her 
and said the people of 
Wynyard welcomed her, 
and then Catriona 
spoke—including that 
she’d meet people 
everywhere, including 
at the laundromat, in 
her dog collar. There 
was a country home-
baked luncheon in the 
parish hall afterwards. 

Katrina Philip, who 
went there (the Editor 

believes) specially 
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Special services 

We go out of the usual routine several times in August: 

• Sunday 9th is only the second Sunday in the month, 
but we shall have a combined service at St John’s, 
because Bishop Genieve, bishop for Oodthenong, our 
regional bishop, is visiting, in one of her last acts 
before she retires. She will be preaching the sermon, 
and also she will be receiving Katrine Bramley into 
the arcane mystery that is Anglicanism. 

• Sunday 16th, the third Sunday in the month, will be 
a combined service at St John’s as usual, but very far 
from usual will be that our Archbishop is visiting and 
preaching. The roster also calls for a BIG morning tea, 
implying that Archbishop Ric has a big appetite. 

• On Sunday 23rd the ashes of David Bellair will be 
interred in the Memorial Garden after the 9.30 am 
service at St John’s. 

• Sunday 30th is a fifth Sunday, so we shall have a 
combined service (the third in the month!) at Holy 
Spirit at 9.30 am. Weiyi will be preaching. 

Holy Spirit Mothers’ Union 

Our meeting was held on Wednesday 22nd July 2026 at 10 am. After 
our usual cuppa and MU Service, with two songs from Covenant 
Songs 37 & 104, we had our usual business meeting. We looked 
through our 64-year Book of MU at Holy Spirit Watsonia. We ended 
our meeting with Midday Prayers for Defence Anglican Army 
Reserves Chaplains. Pray for wisdom, strength, and above all 
compassion for those they lead. 

 After our meeting we will have lunch at the Watsonia RSL. 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 26th August 2026 at 10 am. 

MARY SUMNER DAY 

(Mary Sumner is the founder of Mothers’ Union) 

Celebrating 150 years of Mothers’ Union Ministry in 84 countries 

 9th August at 3 pm, with catered afternoon tea at 
St Peter’s Eastern Hill. 15 Gisborne St, East Melbourne 

Then Evensong at 5 pm 

Elsie Storr 

Community Garden 
Hi everyone, 

 Laurence Hunter, Heidelberg Heights piano restorer, has gifted 
the community garden this lovely, in tune, German piano—
including installation! Our old one had become untunable. 

 Even before he had driven away a child with his grandma was 
playing the piano! 

 So many people from the surrounding community will enjoy 
this—our previous piano was actively sought out by youth for jam 
sessions, children doing piano practice, people who reconnect with 
their piano playing of earlier years. 

 A gift that will keep on giving! 
Katrina Philip 

 
 

Listening in Lent 
In our parish newsletter at the beginning of 
Lent: Our new Archbishop Ric Thorpe has 
asked to hear the thoughts of all Anglicans in 
Melbourne on the direction the diocese is 
moving. They are calling this ‘Listening in 
Lent’ and using it as an opportunity to listen, 
reflect and respond . . . 

 The Diocese has now published a sum-
mary report of the results: 

Listening in Lent: What we heard 
A summary of key themes from 
diocesan listening 

Listening in Lent revealed a Diocese with a 

strong longing for faithful renewal and strategic 

intentionality. Across website responses, faci-

litated consultations, targeted engagements 

and large-scale roadshows, we received al-

most 3000 responses, generating more than 

a quarter of a million words of reflection. People 

spoke with hope, grief, fatigue, courage and 

trust in God. They asked for a shared vision 

and strategy that helps disciples, leaders, 

churches and ministries take their next faith-

ful step. What we heard was a desire for a 

Church more deeply centred in Christ, more 

prayerful, more outward-facing, more locally 

grounded, more trusted, more diverse, and 

more fruitful for the harvest. 

This Month – August 
Sunday 2nd Pentecost 10: 9.30 am St John’s (all-age); 

5 pm Holy Spirit 
Romans 9:1–8; Matthew 14:13–21 

Wednesday 5th: 11 am Iris Grange; 3 pm Strathalan 

Sunday 9th Pentecost 11: 9.30 am Combined at St 
John’s: Bishop Genieve visiting and preaching 
Romans 10:4–15; Matthew 14:22–36 

Sunday 16th Pentecost 12: 9.30 am Combined at St 
John’s: Archbishop Ric visiting and preaching 
TBA 

Sunday 23rd Pentecost 13: 9.30 am St John’s; 5 pm 
Holy Spirit 
Romans 12:1–8; Matthew 16:13–20 

Wednesday 26th: 10 am Holy Spirit Mothers’ Union; 
3 pm Roshana Macleod 

Sunday 30th Pentecost 14: 9.30 am Combined at Holy 
Spirit 

Romans 12:9–21; Matthew 16:21–28 

Wanted 
• More op shop volunteers 

Money: June 
Income: Giving: $9,569.00 
 Other: $29,124.46 
 Total: $38,693.46 

Expenses: $68,241.81 

Deficit:  $29,548.35 

Giving was down. ‘Other income’ includes money tied to 
BCA ($2068), CMS ($5) and the Community Garden 
($9585.48). 



BANYULE BABBLE, AUGUST 2026 Page 3 

 This report summarises the main themes 
heard through Listening in Lent. It is not the 
diocesan strategy itself, but it has helped 
shape the emerging strategy and will continue 
to inform our shared discernment. 

Six themes we heard 

1. Prayer, dependence on God, and 
confidence in Christ 

Many responses located renewal first in prayer, 
Scripture, worship and trust in God rather than 
in purely institutional effort. Respondents ask 
for a Church that listens to God, prays with 
seriousness, and acts from spiritual depth. 
One survey respondent wrote, ‘All we do needs 
to be based on prayerful listening to God,’ 
while a facilitated group stated that ‘prayer is 
essential to the enterprise [of] gospel pro-
clamation and church growth.’ What we heard 
indicates that prayer is not being imagined as 
a separate activity, but as the posture in 
which the Church discerns, acts, learns and 
is renewed. 

2. Children, young people, families and 
schools should be a key priority 

Concern for younger generations is one of the 
most consistent themes. Respondents speak 
of declining participation and also visible 
signs of hope where children, youth and 
young adults are being welcomed, discipled, 
trusted, and empowered to serve. One 
respondent wanted to ‘Find ways to engage, 
include and invest in kids and young people 
for their spiritual growth and leadership – for 
now, as well as the future!’ There is a 
consistent desire for robust multigenerational 
experiences within our Church, where a con-
tributor described a hopeful outcome where 
‘there are now 8–12 babies and toddlers each 
week,’ and another called for investment in 
‘strategies that engage & explore seed-planting 
& spiritual harvest in a tech-savvy & social 
media dominated group.’ Facilitated groups 
also imagined a future where ‘children’s and 
youth ministry occurs in every church.’ What 
we heard points to younger people not as a 
specialist ministry at the edge, but as a 
visible sign of whether renewal is taking root. 

3. Missional discipleship: gathered in 
worship and sent into daily life 

A strong body of responses calls for dis-
cipleship that is both spiritually grounded and 
lived in the ordinary places of the week. 
Respondents value diverse expressions of 
worship, sacrament, Scripture and tradition 
within the Church. One response upheld being 
‘confidently Anglican, proud of our traditions 
and our innovations … looking outwards rather 
than inwards … drawing people to our com-
munities as we show them in word and action 
that God loves them.’ Alongside this, respon-
dents expressed a desire for the Church to 
be relevant and distinctive in our public life by 
being visible and engaged in neighbourhoods, 
workplaces, schools, public life and places of 
need. One respondent wrote, ‘The sharing of 
Jesus’ message to all people is what we are 
tasked with,’ while they urged the Church to 
‘be visible and engage with the community’ 
and ‘reach out to the vulnerable and dis-
tressed.’ What we heard suggests a longing 
for a Church where ‘worship forms witness,’ 
and where disciples are equipped not only for 
church activity but also for daily life, public 
advocacy and responsibility, service, evan-
gelism, mercy and local mission. 

4. Leadership, vocation, wellbeing and 
shared ministry capacity 

Many responses identify leadership as a critical 
point of both hope and strain. Respondents 
call for more lay and ordained leaders, 
clearer pathways, healthier leadership culture, 
better supervision, and stronger support for 
clergy and volunteers to carry the heavy loads 
of ministry and public presence. One respon-
dent wrote ‘I would love to see God deepen 
our formation—theological, liturgical, and 
spiritual—renew the spiritual life of congre-
gations, strengthen our capacity for pastoral 
presence, and grow our witness through service, 
justice, and hospitality in local communities’ 
and another ‘would love to see God raise up a 
new generation for vocational Gospel ministry,’ 
while another named clergy wellbeing as ‘a 
priority for ethical and sustainable ministry.’ 
Facilitated feedback also named ‘emerging 
leaders’ needing to be ‘resourced and sup-
ported by healthy effective systems.’ We also 
heard a great desire for ‘equipping [lay] 
people practically for living out and witnessing 
to the gospel in the worlds of work and of 
education’ and sent out for effective mission 
in their contexts. What we heard indicates 
that renewal will require more intentional and 
effective formation of leaders across ages, 
traditions and cultures – leaders who are 
trusted, well-supported and able to release 
the gifts of others. 

5. Diversity, belonging and shared life 
across difference 

There is a strong appreciation for the breadth 
of Anglican life across traditions, cultures, 
languages and local contexts. One survey res-
pondent wrote: ‘One of the clearest signs of 
hope I have seen is the way the contem-
plative stream of the Christian life is quietly 
drawing younger people toward the church 
including myself. In a culture that is noisy and 
hurried and deeply anxious many of us are 
discovering in silence and stillness and ancient 
prayer practices a depth we have not found 
elsewhere … Alongside this I believe Alpha 
could be embraced far more widely across 
the Diocese not only in low church settings.’ 
Respondents value the capacity to hold 
difference together, while also naming the 
need for deeper respect, dignity, participation, 
and mutual leadership, unified by a shared 
theological vision. While others reflected, 
‘There is unity in diversity. We share a 
common foundation in Jesus but also the 
history and liturgy of the Anglican church.’ 
Another described the Church as ‘Inclusive, 
diverse and multicultural, multinational and 
multilingual.’ Facilitated feedback similarly 
valued ‘unity within diversity,’ ‘multicultura-
lism and racial harmony,’ and ‘bringing com-
munities together.’ The responses indicate 
that welcome must become more than in-
vitation; people are asking to be known, 
engaged, able to contribute their gifts, and 
drawn into shared life and mission. 

6. Healthy and fruitful churches, 
revitalisation and new gospel presence 

Many responses connected renewal with 
healthier churches, stronger local mission, 
church planting, revitalisation and faithful pre-
sence in growth areas and established com-
munities. Respondents spoke of desires for 
growth, but not growth detached from health, 
discipleship, worship, trust and local service. 
One respondent wrote, ‘I would love to see 
local congregations growing and thriving. Places 

of deep connection and spiritual maturity, 
visible to and connected to the community.’ 

 Another urged early planning ‘to estab-
lish new churches in potential growth areas 
rather than waiting for a new housing deve-
lopment… to be established before acting.’ 
Facilitated feedback imagined ‘a local church 
presence in every suburb,’ especially in ‘outer, 
newer suburbs.’ Listening in Lent points to 
one renewal vision with multiple pathways: 
strengthening what is bearing fruit, renewing 
what has grown weary, replanting or reshaping 
where needed, and starting new worshipping 
communities where Anglican presence is limi-
ted or absent. 

Cross-cutting themes 

Across these six themes, several cross-
cutting concerns appeared repeatedly. 

 First, there is a strong call for systems, 
governance and administration that serve 
mission rather than absorb parish time and 
energy. One facilitated group stated plainly, 
‘Bad systems are holding us back,’ focusing 
on payroll, buildings and safe ministry processes. 

 Second, trust and transparency in com-
munication and a stronger relational dynamic 
between parishes and the Diocesan offices 
evidenced by a shift in attitude are repeatedly 
named as precursors for renewal. One group 
raised ‘poor communication… diocesan com-
muniques not filtering to parishioner level.’ 

 Third, many respondents want renewal 
and ministry to be local, practical and sus-
tainable, rather than more work for tired people. 

 Fourth, throughout there is a strong request 
for tough decisions to be made not deferred, 
but collaboratively conducted with consulta-
tion, pastoral wisdom, and Christ-like care. 

 Fifth, we heard a strong message regarding 
financial transparency and good governance. 

 Taken together, the recurring desire is 
for support and direction that helps parishes 
and ministries move from isolation to con-
nection, from maintenance to mission, and 
from intention to faithful action. 

Overall synthesis 

In simplest terms, the Listening in Lent process 
showed us a Church longing to strengthen its 
capacity to pray, grow, raise and renew. 

 People are asking for renewal that is 
founded in Christ, is sustained and motivated 
by prayer, forms disciples for daily life, raises 
leaders, brings younger generations to the 
fore, strengthens trust and safety, welcomes 
people across the breadth of Melbourne and 
Geelong, and helps local churches take their 
next faithful step. 

 The strongest overall message is that 
the harvest is before us now. But renewal will 
require courage, humility, generosity, clear 
communication, and practical support that 
enables local faithfulness to contribute to a 
shared diocesan journey. 

 As one respondent put it, ‘We need a 
big vision, but we have to have a realistic 
strategy and sense of direction that means 
we can take small steps.’ Overall, people 
valued being consulted and offered the op-
portunity to express their concerns, creative 
ideas, considered insights, and future hopes 
as part of a broader discernment process. 
Frequently referenced was an appreciation for 
the sense of being heard and the hope that 
this experience would become a future trend. 

https://www.melbourneanglican.org.au/listeninginlent/ 
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Blokes Helping Blokes 
On 4th July the Blokes met again, the 
June meeting having been cancelled be-
cause Glen had a date mix-up and Allan 
said he wouldn’t run it alone. To make 
up for it, the Blokes were offered, in 
addition to their usual eggs and bacon 
and toast, the additional temptation of a 
piece of crumpet; but most, doubtless 
thinking of their wives at home, gallantly 
eschewed the offer. 

 Glen lauded to the assembly the vir-
tues of the ‘Training Now’ stubby holder, 
which (he said) was not designed to hold 
a stubby or can of beer, but rather (he 
averred) could be attached with magnets 
to the legs of a desk and used to hold 
pens out of sight of those who might 
borrow them and not return them; or 
even (he maintained) to hold money out 
of sight of the taxman—a suggestion 
which no-one present could believe was 
meant seriously. Glen then proceeded to 
give a stubby holder to the Bloke who 
guessed the number between 1 and 100 
that he was thinking of; but as he did 
not write the number down and put it 
in a sealed envelope in full view of the 
audience to be opened later for confirma-
tion, and as the supposedly exact number 
was guessed unbelievably quickly by a 
certain other Bloke who got the stubby 
holder, there were some doubts about 
the probity of this lottery. 

 Glen paid tribute to the Blokes who 
had died recently—Eddie Ireland, Len 
Edwards, Ron Forsythe, and another 
bloke he knew—and said there had been 
too many of them. He said he hated his 
age, because so many mentors and older 
friends were falling off the perch. He was 
glad there were some younger Blokes. 

 Glen said that he had hoped to be 
able to do something for the community 
that supplied the Blokes’ meeting place—
Viewbank Gardens Retirement Village—
and Allan told the Blokes of a sausage-
making and -cooking and -eating demon-
stration they had put on. Glen brought 5 
kg of pork mince and they made 3 kg of 
rosemary & fennel sausages and turned 
the remainder into chilli sausages. Allan 
told the Editor privately that Glen had 
carefully weighed out all the ingredients 
except for the chilli, which he added 
freely and liberally and, in Allan’s opinion, 
excessively. The mixtures were mixed 
by hand, but Glen made sure that people 
wore gloves, which was very wise be-
cause you didn’t know where Allan’s co-
residents’ hands had been. Glen also 
made sure that everyone had a job, and 
that they were also wearing aprons and 
little hats. 

 The locals also brought along salads 
and bread and fruit cakes so the event 
was a substantial party that people were 
charged $5 a head to attend. They made 

$150 which was given to Cam Wright’s 
charity Just One Cambodia, which was 
well supported by the Village, and which 
had also earlier been the beneficiary of 
Glen’s hot-cross buns. 

 The chair now passed to Cam Wright 
himself, who was healthy and present, 
along with his colleagues Brett and Jude. 
However, before passing it on to Cam, 
Glen was disconcerted to notice that the 
chair had a lot of hair on it, of a colour 
and length that did not match his own. 
(The Editor also noted that its low 
height on the chair was not consistent 
with head hair.) There was no solution 
found for this observation, which must 
remain a Deep Mystery. 

 Cam now talked to us about Just 
One Cambodia. He had last spoken to us 
on this subject in 2019*, which was only 
a year after it was born. Cam had a long 
history of sponsoring kids in Cambodia 
with another organisation, but he 
noticed that no-one was helping adults 
to realise potential that was going to 
waste. The name came from a long 
wrestle with God, that just one person 
was worth doing this for. Covid hit after 
his last talk to us and put a dampener on 
the work, so they spent eight years 
fundraising. But last year they saw the 
signs that they should start work there, 
went over, hired a married couple to run 
it, leased a building, and it had, he said, 
‘gone off like a frog in a sock’. 

 Their building lease was for three 
years. It has a double-width frontage 
and four stories. It includes ten bedrooms, 
each with en suites. 

 

                                                 
*
 6th July. See the Babble of August 2019. 

 The first floor is used for training, 
in computers and in English. There are 
14 computers and they run two computer 
classes a day as well as English classes. 

 

 
 All the instructors are volunteers, 
but J1C pays their costs; there is no 
charge to the students. On the ground 
floor is a coffee booth that trains people 
to be baristas; this is self-supporting 
from the profits of selling the coffee, 
and they hope to make that a model for 
further ventures, such as a restaurant. 

 
 The top two floors are set up to be a 
women’s refuge for vulnerable and home-
less women. It can accommodate 24, but 
currently has 6. At present they do not 
feel able to handle mental illness or 
children, but hope eventually to have a 
building that is more suitable for chil-
dren. For now, ten months in, they are 
still consolidating. 
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 With the ongoing tensions between 

Thailand and Cambodia, many Cambo-

dian women who were working as maids 

or nannies in Thailand have had to go 

back to Cambodia. 

 Their funding comes mainly from 

generous individuals and companies. 

Cam’s church is considering supporting 

the work. It costs around US$26,000 a 

year at present to keep operating. The 

architect/builder/owner of their building 

has been so supportive of their work that 

he dropped their rent from US$1500 a 

month to US$1000 a month. 

 Just One Cambodia is registered with 

the Australian government, and registra-

tion with the Cambodian government is 

in process. They have not had official 

high-level contact with the Cambodian 

government, but a local official has looked 

at what they are doing and given it his 

approval. 

 They work with a local Christian 

church that was started by an American 

couple 32–35 years ago, but is now fully 

run by Cambodian Christians. It uses 

the ground floor of the building. One of 

the Blokes mentioned how important it 

must have been to find the right couple 

to run the place, and Cam said they 

came from the church. The lady was a 

school principal who had been involved 

in sponsoring children and was led to 

work for the church, and her husband 

was a pastor at the church. The church 

found it necessary to reduce their hours, 

so Just One Cambodia took up the slack 

and hired them both half-time. Fortu-

nately also, both speak English. 

 They also hire a full-time resident 

lady who looks after the refuge residents. 

 Christians are a very small minority 

in Cambodia, but they make a name for 

themselves by their giving to others. 

 Jude spoke also of seeing the need 

to support adults. Families in abject 

poverty sometimes even sold their girls. 

 Brett spoke of being sucker-punched 

by what he saw. Cambodians are a lovely 

people who cherish and love each other, 

parents and grandparents. They appreciate 

the chance to improve themselves, unlike 

most young Australians. But it is impor-

tant that they can run their own affairs, 

and not be run by middle-aged white men. 

 The Blokes’ breakfast money was 

donated to Just One Cambodia. 

 The next Blokes Helping Blokes will 

be on 1st August. If you would like an 

invitation, talk to Glen on 0487 852 808. 

Ron Forsyth 
22/10/1946–24/06/2026 

The Blokes were saddened by the loss of 
Ron Forsyth, who had given his Living Eulogy 
on 1st February 2025 (see the Babble of March 
2025). He said then it was difficult to summa-
rise a life in a few pages, but he had had a go. 
It had brought back some bad memories. 

 
 Ron went to Preston Tech to Year 10, 
and he wanted to be a mechanic (he had a 
love for mechanics and a deep interest in 
specialty cars, especially fast ones), but his 
family thought it was a dirty trade with no 
future, so they pushed him into a job in a 
bank. He lasted there about three years, but 
was frustrated with the bureaucracy. The next 
ten years were spent working in the accounts 
departments of a number of manufacturing 
businesses. Ron said he reached the ‘exalted 
position’ of Office Manager, but he found the 
integrity of process and employment security 
less than sound—if you disagreed with the 
boss, you lost your job. 

 During this time Ron was conscripted 
into National Service. He also got married 
and had two children, but the marriage only 
lasted 6½ years. 

 Ron decided he had to do something 
about his life. He decided that in the future he 
would only work for public companies (be-
cause in private companies the owner was 
all-powerful), and in professional work where 
expenses and a vehicle would be paid for. 

 He chose accounting, studying part-time, 
which took 6½ years and had him graduating 
at 37, much older than other graduates. He 
did double shifts of taxi driving to pay for it. 
After three years he met his second wife and 
they were married a year later. This time, he 
said, there was no error. They had two girls, 
and Ron did further studies with a finance 
degree, and later a Master’s degree in Manu-
facturing Management at Monash, which in-
cluded an overseas study tour visiting 13 
major producers—all while, with the strength 
of his wife Di, raising two girls with talents in 
dancing, music and sports. 

 He ended up qualified in Accounting, 
Finance, Company Secretarial and General 
Management, with memberships of the 
Australian Society of Accountants and 
Chartered Institute of Company Secre-
taries. This gave him a combination of 
qualifications few others had. Industries 
were growing all over the place under 
government assistance, but often their 
finances were a mess, and Ron was 
just the person to fix them. He rapidly 
moved up his career path, though some-
times the restructurings needed saw 
him out of a job, which reveals integrity 

in his advice. He gave us a list of 13 different 
positions he held, the later ones all at Chief 
Financial Officer level. 

 He broke his rule once about not taking 
a job at a privately-owned firm, and it showed 
that his rule was a good one. He advised 
them that they were running out of money 
and should wind up the business. This was 
not what the owner wanted to hear, so he 
secretly arranged a parallel structure that 
would give different advice. Ron was forced 
to leave, but had the satisfaction of noting 
that they were soon no longer operating. 

 Ron retired at 63 after another wind-
down, but as he packed his bags the phone 
started to ring with people seeking his services, 
and he became a consultant. He also served 
eight years as a volunteer director of Mens-
Line, the free phone and online counselling 
service for men, seven years on the board of 
Beyond Blue, and six years as a member of 
the Freemasons of Victoria finance committee. 

 Ron spoke of his daughters, one of whom 
is a Doctor of Psychology and one a physio-
therapist, both married to accountants, and 
each producing two grandchildren. 

 Health was a problem in Ron’s later life. 
He said a pulmonary embolism ‘gave me my 
first run at the Pearly Gates’. At 65 he de-
veloped Parkinson’s, kept under control with 
medication. A severe coughing fit caused a 
spinal stroke, which put him in a wheelchair. 
He had an inoperable aneurism of the aorta. 
‘The cure is to wait for it to burst which causes 
death. At which time I will be greeted at the 
Pearly Gates.’ While at his care home he 
contracted a bladder infection which led to 
sepsis and ‘a further look at the Pearly Gates’. 

 Ron’s moving from business to business 
was stressful, and he often found something 
wrong. He had to win over management, 
persuading them to change the way they 
managed, but he left firms in a better con-
dition than they were in when he arrived. 

 Ron’s funeral was held at Tobin Brothers 
Doncaster on 1st July, which can be seen at 
https://tobin.5stream.com/webcast/159438 

 During the funeral there was a eulogy by 
a long-time friend, Mario Guzzi, who broke up 
when he revealed how Ron had looked after 
him in a very bad time. ‘He came around and 
encouraged me to go out and get a coffee 
with him. I was reluctant, but he was not 
going to take no for an answer,’ he said. ‘And 
as it happened, it turned my life around.’ 

 He went on, ‘I have never forgotten that, 
and I am sure that he has also helped some 
of you in the same way when you needed it.’ 

 When Ron had to go into care because 
of his health problems, he took that as an 
opportunity to do more: for example, he set up 
a weekly meeting group with guest speakers. 
Mario said, ‘Ron was the type of person who 
listened to us, and reminded us that even in 
our lowest moments there is always someone 
who believes in us. That was his gift to us 
all—one that we should share with others.’ 
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https://www.christianbiblereference.org/crossword.htm 

ACROSS 
1 Summary 
6 Recesses 
11 Ball 
14 Speak in public 
15 Rhymers 
16 Neither’s partner 
17 A witch lived 
     here 
18 __ be with you 
19 Day of the wk. 
20 Book near 
     Proverbs 
22 Meditation 
23 Abdominal 
     muscles (abbr.) 
26 Caesar’s three 
27 Married secretly 
29 Rent 
30 Father of Abel 
32 Type of 
     Buddhism 
33 Rascal 
35 Fighting Irish 
     school (2 wds.)

40 Exhort 

41 Sporty car brand 

42 Demonic 

43 Mary __ 

45 Hurry 

46 Large computer 

     co. 

47 Biblical weed 

50 Nettle 

51 Comes about 

54 Transgression 

55 Scriptural your 

56 Salve 

57 Cuddly 

60 Flightless bird 

61 Speak 

63 Tiny amounts 

67 Part of a min. 

68 Loon-like seabird 

69 Slide across the 

     ice 

70 Antlered animal 

71 Religious songs 

72 Lodge 

DOWN 
1 Seafood 
2 Sea eagle 
3 Blackguard 
4 On top 
5 Ancient empire 
6 Gadget 
7 Verse 
8 Salty water masses 
9 And so forth 
10 South southeast 
11 Upon (2 wds.) 
12 Cheek make up 
13 Man shall not 
     live by __ alone 
21 Assist 
22 Over there (KJV) 
23 Collection 
24 Baseball player 
     Yogi 
25 Canned chili 
     brand 
27 OT book of 
     history 
28 Downwind 

31 Sermon on the 
     __ 
34 Boredom 
36 Prizes 
37 __ -garde 
38 OT book of 
     prophecy 
39 Lament 
41 Charity 
44 Reduced (abbr.) 
48 Set up 
49 Recruit 
51 Very fat 
52 Hard to pass 
     through a needle? 
53 Hen sound 
57 Tuber 
58 Northeast by 
     north 
59 Link 
61 Good grief! 
62 Strive 
64 Listen in 
65 Dined 
66 Visit 

Bible Word Search: Miracles 
https://www.christianbiblereference.org/ws_Miracles_0.htm 

All the words listed below are in the puzzle – left, right, up, down or diagonally. 
Find each word and circle each letter of the words you find. After you have 
found all the words, the leftover letters form the mystery answer. 

Angels, Apostles, Ascension, Awe, Bethlehem, Blindness, Exodus, Fishes, 

Healing, Historic, Intervention, Jesus, Jonah, Kingdom, Lazarus, Loaves, 

Messiah, Nativity, Paralytic, Passover, Paul, Pentecost, Resurrection, 

Revelation, Salvation, Sight, Sign, Speaking, Spirit, Star, Storm, 

Supernatural, Transfiguration, 

Vision, Wonderful 

Answers to last month’s 
puzzles: 

Bible Word Search mystery answer: 
POWER OF TONGUE 

Last month’s cryptogram: 

COME TO ME, ALL YOU WHO 
ARE WEARY AND BURDENED, 
AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST. 

Matthew 11:28 

Cryptogram (https://www.dltk-bible.com/cryptograms/cryptogram-index.htm) 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

4    18    13      6      12      

 I  __   __  __  __   I  __  __   __  E  ,   __  __  O  U  __  __   __  A  __  __  , 
13    2    16   24   25  13   10   21    23  18     21   24   6  12   22   24    19   4    2    5   

__  O  __  __   O  __  E   __  O  __  __  ,   A  __  __   E  A  __  __ 
  9   6   25   19    6    2  18    17   6   14    5     4    2   14   18   4   16   24 

__  E  __  __  E  __   __  E  __  O  __  __  __   __  O   A  __  __   __  __  E 
 19  18   19   17  18   25    17  18   15   6    2   22   10    21   6    4   15   15    21   24  18 

O  __  __  E  __  __  . 
 6   21   24  18   25   10   

Romans 12:5 
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Teach us to pray: Prayer 
for Spiritual Wisdom 

28th June 2026 

Colossians 1:9–12 

Sermon by Denise Nicholls 

9 
For this reason, since the day we heard about 

you, we have not stopped praying for you. We 
continually ask God to fill you with the 
knowledge of his will through all the wisdom 
and understanding that the Spirit gives, 

10 
so 

that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and 
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every 
good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 
11 

being strengthened with all power according 
to his glorious might so that you may have great 
endurance and patience, 

12 
and giving joyful 

thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of his holy people in the 
kingdom of light.  

Good morning, everyone! Lovely to see you 
here on this very, very cold morning. Well 
done for getting out of bed! 

 We’ve been looking at prayer over these 
last few weeks, in a series called ‘Teach us 
to pray’. So we’ve been looking at various 
types of prayer that we can find in Scripture, 
and I’ve been giving you a little bit of home-
work each week about including particular 
prayers in your prayers for that particular week. I 
wonder if any of you have benefited from that? 

 I was actually thinking this morning, 
‘Hmm, I think I need to print out all of these 
little prayers that we’ve been using, perhaps 
in a little booklet’, and that might make it 
easier for you. So how about I do that. 

 Today we are looking at wisdom, and a 
prayer for wisdom. I’m thankful to Rosemary 
Bellair, who told me this little aphorism this 
week: ‘With age comes wisdom, but sometimes 
age comes alone’. I’d never heard that before. 

 (I love how often owls are seen as very 
wise. And again, thank you to Wilma, one of 
the folk at Tuesday Bible study, who looked 
up on Google ‘Why are owls associated with 
wisdom?’ They have been for millennia, even 
from the time of Athena, I think, who was al-
ways pictured with an owl. I thought—I think 
because I was told as a child at school—that 
it was because the owl always questions: 
‘Who? Who? Who? Who?’, and that was a 
wise thing to do, to question—I know.) 

 Well, the difference between knowledge 
and wisdom: knowledge is the retention of 
facts and information and theories gathered 
through education or observation. We would 
all know people who have immense knowledge, 
even among us, about particular things. If I 
wanted to know about fabrics and the rag trade, 
who would I speak to? Robin! If I wanted to 
know about science and engineering, who 
would I speak to? Mike or Andrew! If I 
wanted to know about what has happened in 
this church over many years, I would speak 
to Joyce, because she’s been worshipping 
here for about 70 years—so we’ve got a 
wealth of knowledge there. And if you wanted 
to know anything esoteric, or anything sort of 
a bit out there, and you think, oh, who would I 
ask? Let’s all point—Peter! Yay, we love that! 

 Now, I’ll leave it to you to say whether 
our congregation members are full of know-
ledge or wisdom or both. Wisdom is defined 
as the effective application of that knowledge. 
As the popular saying goes: Knowing that 
tomato is a fruit, that’s knowledge. Not putting 
it in a fruit salad, that’s wisdom. 

 ‘Wisdom’ is a word that is used through-
out Scripture. There are 219 occurrences in 
the Bible. We find it mostly in the book of 
Proverbs, which is written as a wise guide to 
life. We also find it in Ecclesiastes, in Job: it’s 
usually attributed to God, but it is told to 
people, how to live a good and righteous life—
the wisdom of how to live. Proverbs 9:10: 
‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.’ 

 When do we pray for wisdom? Perhaps 
when we have a big decision to make. Many 
years ago I was thinking about buying a new 
car, and a friend of mine said, ‘Oh, so you 
prayed about that’, and I went, ‘Nah? I don’t 
think it matters what sort of car I have’; but I 
was challenged by her to think, ‘OK, if I can 
bring everything else to God, I want to make 
a wise choice’. 

 Sometimes we might pray between two 
‘good’ decisions. What to do? That’s when we 
need wisdom. isn’t it? When it’s something 
that’s a bad decision or a good decision, we 
know the way we should go—whether we do 
it or not is another thing—but when there are 
two equally good things, like ‘Where will I 
serve God?’, or ‘Whom will I marry?’. You 
marry the person you think you can spend 
the rest of your life with: what if you’ve got—
like Miranda, one of my favourite characters 
on TV—as a single lady, she was well in her 
40s, almost her 50s, and she had had no pro-
posals, and then in one day she had three. 
So she had to make a decision. It was hilarious. 

 I wonder if you remember the story of 
King Solomon, who asked for wisdom? King 
Solomon was the son of King David and 
Bathsheba, and he came to replace King 
David on the throne. The Lord appeared to 
him in a dream one night and said to him, 
‘Ask me for whatever you want’. And this is 
what Solomon asked for: 
 7 

‘Now, LORD my God, you have made your 
servant king in place of my father David. But I 
am only a little child and do not know how to 
carry out my duties. 

8 
Your servant is here among 

the people you have chosen, a great people, 
too numerous to count or number. 

9 
So give 

your servant a discerning heart to govern 
your people and to distinguish between right 
and wrong. For who is able to govern this great 
people of yours?’ 
 10 

The Lord was pleased that Solomon had 
asked for this. (1 Kings 3:7–10) 

 And I wonder if you know the story of 
Solomon’s great wisdom. Here’s an ancient 
painting* of King Solomon with the story from 
the Scriptures about two women in a custody 
dispute over whose child was the live baby 
and whose child was the baby who had died 
during the night. Hands up if you know this 
story—some people know it; some people 
don’t. Okay. Well, what King Solomon did, 
was he had an audience with the two women. 
They said, we were both in the house, there 
was no-one with us, just us two. One gave 
birth, and then three days later the other lady 
gave birth. Two baby boys. During the night, 
one of the ladies lay on her baby and 
smothered him. So before the other woman 
was awake she swapped the babies. And 
when the woman woke up and saw that her 
baby had died, she examined him closely and 
thought, ‘This isn’t my child’. And she looked 
at the baby and she said, ‘No, no, you’ve swap-
ped your baby who has died for my baby who 
is alive’. How do you decide? Who’s there? 
No witnesses! How do you decide? 

 And you see the anguish of the women, 
how they have fallen on their knees, begging 
King Solomon for wisdom. 

 In the story that is told in the Scriptures, 
what King Solomon did was said, ‘This one 
said the live baby is hers and the dead baby 
is the other woman’s, and the other woman 
said the opposite. There’s only one thing I can 
do. Bring a sword.’ And he gets someone to 
bring a sword, and you can see the guy there. 
‘Take the live baby. Cut him in half.’ Pretty 
horrific, isn’t it? The woman whose baby it 
was said, ‘Lord, don’t kill the baby. Give it to 
the other woman. The baby must live.’ And 
King Solomon said, ‘That woman is the baby’s 
mother’, because she wanted the baby to live. 

 And we’re told in Scripture that later on 

The whole world sought audience with Solomon 
to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart. 

1 Kings 10:24 

 I’ll tell you another story about that ac-
count, that shows my lack of wisdom, at the 
end of the sermon. 

 Throughout Scripture, the idea of wisdom 
is given by God. Here God is talking to his 
people in Deuteronomy: 

                                                 
* Le Jugement de Salomon by Nicolas Poussin, 1649 

https://com
m

ons.w
ikim

edia.org/w
iki/F

ile:Le_Jugem
ent_de_S

alom
on_-_1649_-_N

icolas_P
oussin_-_Louvre_-_IN

V
_7277_;_M

R
_2316_(2).jpg 



Page 8 BANYULE BABBLE, AUGUST 2026 
5 

See, I have taught you decrees and laws as 
the LORD my God commanded me, so that you 
may follow them in the land you are entering to 
take possession of it. 

6 
Observe them carefully, 

for this will show your wisdom and under-
standing to the nations, who will hear about all 
these decrees and say, ‘Surely this great nation 
is a wise and understanding people.’ 

Deuteronomy 4:5–6 

 We know from the New Testament, 
James tells us: 
5 

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask 
God, who gives generously to all without finding 
fault, and it will be given to you. 

James 1:5 

 So our passage for today is from 
Colossians. And as we did last week, we’re 
going to note the structure of the prayer. The 
[italics] part, where Paul says he prays for 
the people; the [bold] part, what he prays; 
and the [SMALL CAPITALS], the purpose of his 
prayer. So this is the passage that Helen 
read for us. The apostle Paul is writing to his 
friends in the town of Colossae, saying: 
9 . . . since the day we heard about you, we 
have not stopped praying for you. We con-
tinually ask God to fill you with the know-
ledge of his will through all the wisdom 
and understanding that the Spirit gives, 
10 

SO THAT YOU MAY LIVE A LIFE WORTHY OF 

THE LORD AND PLEASE HIM IN EVERY WAY: 
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in 
the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened 
with all power according to his glorious might 
so that you may have great endurance and 
patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, 
who has qualified you to share in the inheri-
tance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.  

 Italics: He is in prayer for them all the time. 
It’s not as though he’s met them once, or 
heard about their faith, and says, ‘Wow, that’s 
fantastic!’ He is driven to prayer for them. 

 Bold: What does he ask God to do for 
them? To fill them with the knowledge of his 
will through all the wisdom and understanding 
that the Spirit gives. That’s his prayer for his 
friends at Colossae who have come to know 
Jesus as their Saviour, that they would be 
filled with knowledge of God’s will, through 
God’s wisdom that the Spirit gives.  

 SMALL CAPITALS: Why? ‘So that you may 
live a life worthy of the Lord, and please him 
in every way.’ Great prayer, isn’t it? 

 Putting it as I did last week, in a diagram: 

Colossians 1 

WHAT he prays for 
them: ‘that God may’ 

DESIRE for them: 
‘so that’ 

fill you with the 
knowledge of his 
will through all the 
wisdom and 
understanding that 
the Spirit gives 

SO THAT YOU MAY LIVE 

A LIFE WORTHY OF 

THE LORD AND PLEASE 

HIM IN EVERY WAY: 

•   

•   

•   

•   

Then he gives four things that show how to 
live. He prays for them to be filled with 
knowledge, not to be clever, not to outsmart, 
but knowledge of God. 

 What does ‘Living a life worthy of the 
Lord’ look like? Well, the first one is 

• BEARING FRUIT IN EVERY GOOD WORK, 

• GROWING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD—so 
not being content with the small part that 

we first know about Jesus when we become 
Christians, but deepening our relationship with 
him, through reading the Scriptures, through 
meeting with each other, through prayer, 

• BEING STRENGTHENED WITH ALL POWER AC-
CORDING TO HIS GLORIOUS MIGHT SO THAT YOU 

MAY HAVE GREAT ENDURANCE AND PATIENCE, 

• AND GIVING JOYFUL THANKS TO THE FATHER 

 This is what wisdom from the Scriptures 
looks like in everyday life. Bearing fruit: con-
tinuing to do the good things that we can do 
as a Christian person. Of course we know that 
this isn’t what saves us, but it is walking in 
the way that God has laid out for us. Having 
met hunger and thirst, to know God and 
Jesus more. Being strengthened—that’s by 
him, by God—according to his glorious might, 
so that we can have endurance and patience. 

 There are a lot of times when we have to 
endure in this life, aren’t there? How can we 
keep going when we hear bad news? How 
can we keep going when we lose a loved 
one? How can we keep going, and have that 
endurance, and patience, when we don’t get 
the answers to prayer that we are longing 
for? How can we keep going when we long 
for our family and friends to come to know 
the living Lord Jesus, and yet they still don’t? 
We need that endurance and patience; and 
that comes from God himself. 

 In the midst of this is giving thanks: 
joyfully giving thanks to the Father. 

 Now I wonder: how can we make this 
prayer our own prayer? We’re thinking about 
how we can do that for one person, and also 
for our Church. Let me go back to Colos-
sians, and I’m going to model it for us, and 
then I want you to do the same thing in your 
own heart and mind for someone who is on 
your heart now. Let us pray. Heavenly Father, 
we continue to ask that you would fill our 
congregations here—every single person—
with the knowledge of your will, through all 
the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit 
gives, so that we may live lives worthy of you, 
and please you in every way. May we continue 
to bear fruit, and to grow in the knowledge of 
you. Lord, please strengthen us with your 
power, so that we can have great endurance 
and patience. And Lord, help us to continue 
to give thanks to you. Amen. 

 Well, why don’t you take a moment now 
and pray that for someone whom you’re thin-
king of. Let us pray. [Pause for prayer] Amen. 

 Well, I wondered about some Prayer 
Practicalities – Points to Ponder. I thought 
over the coming weeks I might give you a 
couple of little things that you might want to 
consider, as a way to encourage you in your 
own prayer life. 

 I think the first one is a question: What is 
the SHAPE of your prayers? Do you model it 
on the Lord’s Prayer—is that the shape of 
your prayer? 

 Or perhaps you have a list of people that 
you pray for regularly—either written down or 
in your mind. It’s helpful to write it down, be-
cause there are some people who will always 
come to our mind. There are those people for 
whom we will pray every day. But writing it 
down sometimes means that God will prompt 
us to pray for somebody else. And then when 
we come up to that person in a time of prayer, 
we can pray one of these prayers for them. 

 Sometimes people use a prayer journal, 
so they write down their prayers each day, as 
a way of focussing their heart and mind. 

 Do you have a special prayer ‘place’, 
either in your home or out in Nature? You might 
go for a walk every day, and sit on a parti-
cular bench and have a prayer time there. 

 Is there anything that helps you to pray? 
For some people it’s music: they always 
begin their prayer time with a Christian song 
or a hymn or a piece of music that speaks to 
them. Or a particular place. Or sometimes 
people might need something physical: either 
to come into a church, or to kneel down, or 
lift their arms up in prayer, or even to hold on 
to a little holding cross—it’s a little piece of 
wood, not magical, just something that helps 
you focus. I’ve actually ordered some for each 
of us, and they will come in the next little while, 
I feel sure. 

 So your homework for this week—it 
might be a bit hard to remember what we’ve 
spoken about today. Pray for wisdom: for 
yourself, for others. 

 I’ll conclude by telling you a story that 
shows my lack of wisdom, which some of you 
will know I lack a lot anyway. But I was telling 
this great and powerful story about King 
Solomon and his wisdom. But my audience—
I hadn’t really considered the age of my 
audience. I was a school chaplain, so I really 
should have thought. Was this a good story 
for kids in Year 12? No problem! But this day 
I decided to tell this story of God’s great 
wisdom shown through King Solomon to a 
group of girls from Prep to Year 4. When I 
got to the part, which I was trying to tell very 
dramatically, and their little eyes were getting 
bigger and bigger, and I said, ‘And the swords-
man got out his sword, and King Solomon 
said, “Cut the baby in two!”’, I had floods of 
tears, and the little girls saying, ‘No, not the 
baby! Not the baby!’ [Congregation reacts to 
the drama] ‘It’s OK! It’s OK!’ ‘No, they’re 
going to kill the baby!’ 

 So that shows my lack of wisdom. I had 
the knowledge, but I didn’t have the wisdom 
on that particular day. I hope I haven’t trauma-
tised any of you as much as I traumatised 
those little girls in Prep to Year 4 in chapel 
one day, screaming out, ‘Not the baby! Not 
the baby!’ I had to quickly say, ‘No, no, no! 
It’s all right! The baby lives! The baby lives! 
Solomon was so wise and so—and it was 
just a trick!’ ‘But it’s a terrible trick!’ they said. 
Yes, it was a terrible trick. 

 Anyway, Prayer Practicalities. What can 
you remember today? Wisdom is knowledge 
applied. We want wisdom to live the life God 
wants us to live. It gives us joy. It allows us to 
endure in life—this crazy thing called life, with 
all its ups and downs. May God make us wise. 

Teach us to pray: 
Prayer to grow in God’s 

love 
5th July 2026, St John’s 

Philippians 1:9–11 

Sermon by Denise Nicholls 

9 
And this is my prayer: that your love may abound 

more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 
10 

so that you may be able to discern what is best 
and may be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, 

11 
filled with the fruit of righteousness 

that comes through Jesus Christ – to the glory 
and praise of God. 
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Hi everyone. Over the past few weeks, we’ve 
been doing this series on ‘Teach us to pray’: 
different prayers that we find in Scripture. 
And today we’re focusing on the prayer that 
was read from Philippians. And also another 
thing about love, because this is a prayer that 
we grow in love. 

 Now, who’s against love? Not many people 
are against love. It’s something that we’re all 
for. We think it’s a good thing. I wonder, how 
many of the songs that we hear on the radio 
are about love? Lots and lots and lots. 
Especially if you listen to some of the older 
people’s stations like we probably do, and the 
ones with music. We hear lots of songs about 
love. 

 

 This is the little emblem of our church 
and our tagline ‘Growing in the love of Jesus’. 
I wonder what you think about that—if you 
think about that—that that’s who we 
are, and who we proclaim that we 
are, as God’s people in this parish, at 
Holy Spirit and here. That’s our aim. 
We want to be growing in the love of 
Jesus. And that’s sort of a two-way 
theme: for us to be growing ourselves 
in loving Jesus, but also growing in 
the love for Jesus and what Jesus 
has done for us, and showing that to 
other people. 

 Now, the word ‘love’ in English 
gets used for lots of things. We can be 
madly ‘in love’. We ‘love’ our grand-
parents, our parents, our children. We 
‘love’ our friends. We ‘love’ our church 
family. We can ‘love’ ice cream (or 
put in here whatever food you par-
ticularly like, whether it’s chocolate or 
pasta or pizza or whatever). We ‘love’ 
our pets. I love my little doggy Peggy 
and she loves me. We can even ‘love’ 
our footy team; And it’s all under that 
one word ‘love’ that we have in 
English. So we have to sort of 
sometimes discern: when someone 
says, ‘Yeah I love you’, is it, you 
know, friendship love, or is it they are 
in love with you? 

 In the Greek language that most 
of the New Testament was written in, 
there are lots of different words to 
show different types of love. So, I’ll 
just point out some of them [right]: 

 So, here is love of family. That’s 
storge. Here (philia) is friendship love
—how you love your mates. This is 
eros, the word we get ‘erotic’ from. 
It’s about married love or sexual love. 
Here (ludus) we have playful love. We 
have mania which is a bad sort of 
love, when people become absolutely 

obsessed with another person and can’t let 
them go. We can have this one (pragma) which 
is gorgeous. These two beautiful old people, 
this enduring love. We need to, as Scripture 
says, love ourselves as well (philautia). But 
the love that the Bible often talks about is this 
sort of love: agape. In fact, it talks about all 
the different sorts of love. But when we think 
about love, sometimes we might think, oh, it’s 
all about romantic love, or friendship love, or 
even love of family; but often the love that the 
Bible is speaking of is this sort of love. It’s 
called agape love. 

 So, let’s have a look at some of the 
passages in the Scriptures that talk to us 
about love. Well, of course, we know John 
3:16. I’m sure if we shut our eyes—everyone 
shut your eyes now and say it. See if you can 
remember what John 3:16 says. Say it with 
me. For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only-begotten son so that everyone who 
believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. Yeah, a few different versions 
there but that’s fine. ‘For God so loved the 
world.’ In the Greek that’s that word agape 
love, and that’s the self-giving love. It’s the 
love that God has for human beings, and 
human beings have for God. It’s the sort of 
love that longs for the other person, and for 
their well-being. 

 But of course there’s also this sort of ro-
mantic love here that we see in some songs. 
Eros: love or desire. Let him kiss me with the 
kisses of his mouth—for your love is more 
delightful than wine. (Song of Songs 1:2–3) 
They’re really in love there, aren’t they? 

 When we think about other passages in 
Scripture that talk about love, when Jesus 
was asked what was the greatest command-
ment, what does he say? Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and soul and with all 
your mind. This is the first and greatest com-
mandment. And a second is like it: Love your 
neighbour as yourself. On these two com-
mandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
(Matthew 22:37–40) Notice again the sort of 
love that is being spoken of here: it’s that 
high form of love—that loving another 
person, loving for them and for their benefit, 
not for what we can get out of it as well. So 
it’s about that beautiful type of love, agape. 

 We also have in Scripture about what 
love is like: Love does no harm to a neigh-
bour. Therefore, love is the fulfilment of the 
law. (Romans 13:10) It’s about loving our 
neighbour: again that same sort of self-giving 
love that God gives to us, agape. 

 So, we get to Philippians 1:9–11, the prayer 
that we had read out. This is my prayer. This 
is the Apostle Paul praying for his friends in 
Philippians. And he’s praying that their love 
may abound more and more. He wants their 
love to keep growing. And it’s that same sort 
of self-giving love, agape, that love from God. 
He wants them to grow in knowledge and 
depth of insight, so that they can know what 
is best and be pure and blameless. This 
brings glory and praise to God. 

 Hands up if you’ve ever been to a 
wedding in a church. Nearly all of us. Lots of 
us have. Now, I reckon if you go to a wedding 
in most churches throughout the world, one 

Rosie Chomet, https://rosiechomet.wordpress.com/2018/02/28/the-8-different-types-of-love-according-to-the-ancient-greeks/ 
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of the Bible readings that is read will usually 
be from 1 Corinthians chapter 13. It’s known 
as ‘the love passage’; but can I tell you a 
couple of things about Corinthians? It wasn’t 
initially written about that sort of married 
love/being in love. The love that is spoken of 
here—Paul writes to his friends encouraging 
about this sort of love. He writes to them 
because the church was in a mess. They 
were fighting. They were trying to see who 
could get to Holy Communion quicker than 
the others so that they could have more wine. 
Some of them were getting drunk. Some of 
them were having relationships with people 
that they weren’t married to. Some of them 
had left their partners and swapped partners. 
Not appropriate! They were also taking each 
other to court. It was an absolute mess. Paul 
writes this passage to them about God’s love, 
and the sort of love that should be shown 
among Christian people. 

 Now, I wonder if you know what this is: 

 
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ
MGGLlYy5OIXRZMKHH5XrXBob2gfY6I_ahVOY6DndB3A 
 

What is it? It’s a gong. Because Paul starts 
off this passage and says, ‘If I speak in the 
tongues of men or of angels, but do not have 
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 
symbol.’ (1 Corinthians 13:1) Now, isn’t that 
interesting? They were also in this church fo-
cusing upon who had greater spiritual gifts—
some could speak in tongues, some could do 
healing, some could do prophecy. And he’s 
saying, I could do all that, but if I haven’t got 
love, bang! bang! gong!—that’s what it’s like. 

 Secondly, he says, ‘If I have the gift of 
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.’ 
(1 Cor 13:2) Not just, ‘Oh, it diminishes who you 
are.’ No, it’s worth zip, nada, zilch, nothing! 

 Thirdly, he says, ‘If I give all I possess to 
the poor and give over my body to hardship 
that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing.’ (1 Cor 13:3) Even if I give all my 
possessions to the poor and even give my 
body over to hardship but do not have love, 
what do we gain? Nothing. 

 Then he goes on to say what this sort of 
love is and is not. The parts of what love is 
are in [bold]. And the parts of what love is 
not are in [italics]: 

AGAPE LOVE IS…AND IS NOT 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. 

It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. 
5 It does not dishonour others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices 
with the truth. 
7 It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres. 
8 Love never fails. 

(1 Cor 13:4–8) 

 Or putting it this way, we can see it here 
as a contrast: 

LOVE IS… LOVE IS NOT… 

Patient 

Kind 

Truthful 

Protects 

Hopes 

Trusts 

Perseveres 

Unfailing 

Envious 

Boastful 

Proud/Arrogant 

Quick-tempered 

Keeps score 

Delights in evil 

 

Thinking of OTHERS All about ME 

 So look at all those wonderful things that 
love is, and what it’s not. It’s not being arro-
gant. It’s not being quick-tempered. It’s not 
keeping score in a relationship: ‘Oh, I remember 
when you did that’. It doesn’t delight in other 
people having difficult situations. It’s not envious, 
but it is patient and kind, truthful, it protects, it 
hopes, it trusts. People who say, you know, 
my boyfriend or girlfriend doesn’t trust me—
well, that’s not love. 

 Or again, putting it another way, love is 
thinking of others like Jesus did. It’s not all 
about me, having my needs met. 

 It’s interesting, isn’t it? We go back to 
our prayer. The apostle says, ‘This is my 
prayer: that your love may abound more and 
more in knowledge and depth of insight’, so 
that the Philippians grow in love and in 
knowledge and insight—knowledge about 
Jesus, and knowing who Jesus is in their 
lives, and how God wants us to be his 
children, and to live out who we are as his 
children. Why? So that we’ll be able to 
choose what is best. We will be filled with 
righteousness that comes through Jesus, and 
it brings honour and glory and praise to God. 

 You know at the end of that love pas-
sage it says three things remain. Three things 
endure beyond eternity, beyond death: faith, 
hope and love. The apostle tells us, the Bible 
tells us, the greatest of these is love—that en-
dures past illnesses, past when our loved ones 
have passed away, past when we have been 
hurt, love endures. The greatest of these is love. 

 So, we can again take this prayer in Philip-
pians, or any of the other prayers about God’s 
love, and make it our own. I thought this week 
I’d have a go at writing a short prayer about 
love. So, why don’t you take a moment to read 
that, and then we’re going to pray together. 

 Of course, how we grow in love, it’s 
knowing more and more about God, about 
Jesus, about the Holy Spirit, through his word, 
through prayer, through meeting together, 
what we do. So, I’m going to invite you to 
pray this prayer with me, if you’d like to. 

 Let’s pray: 

Dear Heavenly Father, 
Please help me, by your Holy Spirit, 
to grow in Love for you, and for others. 
In the name of Jesus my Lord and Saviour, 
AMEN. 

 Growing in love. So try and make that 
prayer yours this week, that we may be 
people who grow in love. 

Teach us to pray: 
Resting in Jesus and 

praying about everything 
5th July 2026, Holy Spirit 

Matthew 11:25–30 

Sermon by Helen McAlley 

25 
At that time Jesus said, ‘I praise you, Father, 

Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, 
and revealed them to little children. 

26 
Yes, 

Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 
 27 

‘All things have been committed to me 
by my Father. No one knows the Son except 
the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him. 
 28 

‘Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. 

29 
Take my 

yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. 

30 
For my yoke is easy and 

my burden is light.’ 

SLEEP 

Sleep is such a wonderful thing and an 
amazing gift from the Lord to refresh us when 
we are weary. The 19th century poet John 
Keats once wrote a poem called ‘Ode to 
Sleep’ which began: 

O soft embalmer of the still midnight, 

Shutting with careful fingers and benign, 

Our gloom-pleas’d eyes, embower’d from the light, 

Enshaded in forgetfulness divine….’ 

 Peter my husband used to say when I 
would complain of being tired, ‘Well there is a 
remedy for that’, which was quite a brilliant 
response, although sometimes I might have 
wanted him to commiserate with me a bit more! 

 When I studied at Tabor Bible College, I 
was asked to be a mentor for a young widow 
who had been left with four young children. 
She once said how she loved having a rest in 
her bed and I can understand how she felt. I 
also love having a rest in my bed and it is 
part of my regular routine to care for myself. 

 Is this the sort of thing that Jesus was 
talking about when He said, ‘Come to me all 
of you who are weary and overburdened, and 
I will give you rest. Put on my yoke and learn 
from me. For I am gentle and humble in heart 
and you will find rest for your souls?’ 

REST FOR OUR SOULS 

In fact, it is a bit different. In the sense that 
Jesus meant it, we can be at rest even when 
we are working. In our gospel reading today, 
we find Jesus grieved by those who criticised 
Him and who were always trying to find fault 
with Him. The so-called wise and intelligent 
people of His time mistrusted Him and tried 
to kill Him. And eventually they succeeded. 
Jesus said that it does not take a lot of wis-
dom and intelligence to understand His truth. 
Even children can understand and believe in 
Him. Elsewhere He says we should become 
like children in their simple faith and trust in 
Him. Then he invited those who were weary 
and carrying heavy burdens, maybe those 
trying to keep up with all those extra laws that 
the Scribes and Pharisees imposed on them, 
to come to Him, to take His yoke upon them 
and learn of Him, for He was gentle and 
humble of heart and those who came to Him 
would find rest for their souls. 
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REST FROM STRIVING TO BE 
ACCEPTABLE TO GOD 

What Jesus was offering here, and what He 
offers to us today, is rest for those who have 
found the law or obeying rules too difficult; 
and that is all of us. The way the scribes and 
Pharisees interpreted the Old Testament law 
placed intolerable burdens on ordinary people. 
Jesus offered Himself as being gentle and ap-
proachable. Those who come to Him will still 
have work to do, as the word ‘yoke’ suggests, 
but it will be what they can manage in the 
Lord’s strength. We are freed from trying to win 
God’s favour by doing good works, or obeying 
the letter of the law, or maybe we could say 
being ‘good enough’. None of us can ever be 
‘good enough’ on our own to get to heaven 
because we have all sinned and come short of 
the glory of God (Romans 3:23). Our sal-
vation is a free gift, something we could never 
earn. When we receive that salvation, we enter 
into God’s rest. We are no longer striving to 
be accepted. Through Jesus, we are God’s 
beloved children and in fact the apostle Paul 
describes us as ‘the righteousness of God in 
Christ.’ One of the ways that we can resist 
the enemy when he tries to accuse us and 
tell us that we are not good enough is to 
counter the attack with that Scripture saying, 
‘I am the righteousness of God in Christ.’ It is 
a verse that I say aloud every morning. 

 I found it very difficult to understand that, 
through Jesus, I had become completely ac-
ceptable to God. In my family of origin, as in 
many families, I got the message that I had to 
work at it to be acceptable to my parents. I 
became very diligent at helping in the house 
because I wanted to be loved and accepted. 
It was understandable that I carried this thinking 
over into my relationship with God. I thought 
He would like me more if I were ‘good’ and 
did what the Bible calls good works. It took 
me years before I realised through a revela-
tion from God (because revelation is the way 
we receive spiritual truths) that I could never 
be good enough on my own and that Jesus 
loved me perfectly and had died on the cross 
to save me from my sins. I just needed to 
receive what He had done for me rather than 
trying to earn it. This is resting in what Jesus 
has done rather than striving all the time to 
reach an impossible standard. 

TRUSTING DAY BY DAY 

Many Christians believe that they are saved 
by faith but they believe they are on their own 
when trying to live the Christian life. In fact 
we need to live every day by faith in Jesus 
with the gift of His grace and this is restful. 
We are not striving to work out what the Lord 
wants us to do. We consecrate ourselves to 
Him and believe He is guiding us all the time. 
We go about our daily lives knowing that, if He 
wants us to do something different from what 
we have planned, He will make it abundantly 
clear. And that is restful as well. He might set 
up a divine appointment for us to meet some-
one. Maybe it is the person we are sitting 
next to at the dinner table. Then we can just 
be ourselves knowing that the Lord will use us. 

PRAYING ABOUT EVERYTHING 

As we commit ourselves to the Lord and pray 
immediately about any problem that arises in 
our lives, knowing that the Lord will help us 
with it, and as we are thankful for His help, 
we are promised God’s peace. And when we 
are at peace, that is restful. The Bible speaks 
of God’s peace ‘which passes understanding’. 
When we are anxious about anything, whether 
it’s the problems in the world, our health, our 
finances, our relationships, we can give that 
problem to the Lord, knowing that He will give 
us the wisdom and anything else we need to 
deal with it. That is restful. 

GOD’S CARE AND PROTECTION 

When we lived in country South Australia, we 
had a very long drive back to Melbourne. We 
would reach a little town called Burra, and then 
we would have a stretch of country, maybe 80 
or 100 kms of wilderness area, where there 
would not be any farms before we got to 
Morgan, which was the beginning of the irri-
gated area called the Riverland. Our phone 
would have been out of range in that wilder-
ness area. I used to wonder what would happen 
if the car broke down in that area and would 
have realised that, like any other situation, 
which we cannot control, we would need to 
rely upon God’s help and protection. One 
time, we arrived at our daughter Bronwyn’s 
house in Mildura and the car broke down in 
front of their house. The church had made 
sure that we were covered by the RACV 
Total Care program so we were not really 
inconvenienced. We thanked the Lord that 
we had not broken down in that wilderness 
area, (but, if it had, the Lord would have helped 
us there too.) Knowing that we can trust the 
Lord to care for us and protect us is restful. 

 Was it a coincidence that when our car 
broke down in Fitzsimons Lane a few years 
ago that my son-in-law Sean was in the area 
and able to take my husband Peter, who was 
quite disabled, to our home so that I was free 
to wait for the tow truck to take the car to the 
mechanic’s? No! That was the Lord’s care 
and protection. I could quote more car stories 
which show how the Lord looks after us as 
we trust Him. 

 Even when we are working, we can be 
at rest knowing that the Lord loves us and is 
helping us in everything. We are still in our 
series of sermons entitled ‘Teach us to Pray.’ 
Let us remember that we pray to the Lord to 
receive our salvation, but then let us be con-
stantly praying in a trusting and even childlike 
way, asking the Lord to help us in everything 
big and small in our lives. Nothing is too big 
and nothing is too small to pray about. As the 
apostle Paul said, ‘Pray without ceasing.’ 

PEACE PERFECT PEACE 

There is an old hymn which describes what 
resting in Jesus means in our everyday lives. 
Maybe you know it. It is called Peace Perfect 
Peace. As I’ve said, when we are trusting the 
Lord and peaceful, that is rest for our souls. 
I’m going to read it for us now: 

‘Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin? 
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within. 

‘Peace, perfect peace, by thronging duties pressed? 
To do the will of Jesus, that is rest. 

‘Peace, perfect peace, with sorrows surging round? 
On Jesus’ bosom nought but calm is found. 

‘Peace, perfect peace with loved ones far away? 
In Jesus’ keeping, we are safe, and they. 

‘Peace, perfect peace our future all unknown? 
Jesus we know and He is on the throne. 

‘Peace , perfect peace, death shadowing us and ours? 
Jesus has vanquished death with all its powers. 

‘It is enough: earth’s struggle soon shall cease, 
And Jesus call us to heaven’s perfect peace.’ 

PRAYER 

Shall we pray: Dear Lord, we thank you for 
Jesus, who secured our salvation at such a 
terrible cost to Himself and who offers it to us 
as a free gift. Help us to rest in Jesus every 
day, knowing that we can trust Him to help us 
in everything. We pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Teach us to pray: 

Praying for Boldness 
12th July 2026 

Acts 4:24–30; 2 Thessalonians 3:1–2; 

Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

Acts 4:24–30 
24 

When they heard this, they raised their voices 

together in prayer to God. ‘Sovereign Lord,’ they 

said, ‘you made the heavens and the earth and 

the sea, and everything in them. 
25 

You spoke 

by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your 

servant, our father David: 

‘“Why do the nations rage 

    and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 

The kings of the earth rise up 

    and the rulers band together 

against the Lord 

    and against his anointed one.” 
 27 

Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met 

together with the Gentiles and the people of 

Israel in this city to conspire against your holy 

servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 
28 

They did 

what your power and will had decided before-

hand should happen. 
29 

Now, Lord, consider 

their threats and enable your servants to speak 

your word with great boldness. 
30 

Stretch out 

your hand to heal and perform signs and 

wonders through the name of your holy servant 

Jesus.’ 

2 Thessalonians 3:1–2 

3 As for other matters, brothers and sisters, 

pray for us that the message of the Lord may 

spread rapidly and be honoured, just as it was 

with you. 
2 

And pray that we may be delivered 

from wicked and evil people, for not everyone 

has faith.  

Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

13 That same day Jesus went out of the house 

and sat by the lake. 
2 

Such large crowds 

gathered round him that he got into a boat and 

sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 
3 

Then he told them many things in parables, 

saying: ‘A farmer went out to sow his seed. 
4 

As 

he was scattering the seed, some fell along the 

path, and the birds came and ate it up. 
5 

Some 

fell on rocky places, where it did not have much 

soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was 

shallow. 
6 

But when the sun came up, the plants 

were scorched, and they withered because they 

had no root. 
7 

Other seed fell among thorns, 

which grew up and choked the plants. 
8 
Still other 

seed fell on good soil, where it produced a 

crop – a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 

sown. 
9 

Whoever has ears, let them hear.’ 
 18 

‘Listen then to what the parable of the 

sower means: 
19 

when anyone hears the mes-

sage about the kingdom and does not under-

stand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 

what was sown in their heart. This is the seed 

sown along the path. 
20 

The seed falling on rocky 

ground refers to someone who hears the word 

and at once receives it with joy. 
21 

But since 

they have no root, they last only a short time. 

When trouble or persecution comes because of 

the word, they quickly fall away. 
22 

The seed 

falling among the thorns refers to someone who 

hears the word, but the worries of this life and 

the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, 

making it unfruitful. 
23 

But the seed falling on good 

soil refers to someone who hears the word and 

understands it. This is the one who produces a 

crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times 

what was sown.’ 
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Sermon by Denise Nicholls: 

Good morning everyone, lovely to see you 
here. Well done for making it out of bed! My 
dog didn’t: she’s still at home inside in bed. 

 When I was a teacher, one of the worst 
duties to have, well, there were two bad 
duties that you had. One was the toilet duty: 
that was awful. But then there was canteen 
duty as well, where you had to get down there 
before the bell went, so that you could marshal 
the children in line and to stop pushing in. 
Now invariably, every time that I was on 
lunchtime duty at the canteen, there would be 
children who were bold enough to push in—
to try and sneak up and not wait their turn. 
What would happen? ‘Down to the end!’ 
That’s what I would do, ‘Down to the end!’ 
Because they were bold enough to know that 
they wouldn’t be challenged by the other kids, 
and they would hope that the teacher was 
looking the other way. 

 With our wonderful car park that we have 
here, on Wednesdays and Thursdays parti-
cularly, we know that they are very busy days 
at court because we have people come and 
park here, and then go off either to court, or 
to the local medical people. Sometimes I 
challenge people about parking in our car 
park—it depends. Sometimes I’ll go and say, 
‘Can I help you?’ One lady said, ‘Oh, my 
son’s just vomiting everywhere. I just needed 
to pull in.’ I said, ‘No problem. Let me get you 
some water and some paper towels.’ 

 Another time, somebody said, ‘Oh, I’m 
here to see the . . .’ I said, ‘Oh, do you have 
an appointment here at the church?’ ‘Oh, 
yes. I’m here to see the minister.’ I said, ‘Oh, 
good. I’m the minister.’ I said, ‘Don’t lie.’ 
Well, don’t lie. Don’t lie at court. You’ll be in 
trouble there. 

 Sometimes I’m not bold enough to chal-
lenge people—it depends. Sometimes some 
people are quite aggressive. I say, ‘Can I 
help you?’ ‘No. I’m just parking here.’ ‘Okay, 
you know, this isn’t a public parking area?’ 
‘Well, no wonder people don’t come to church 
any more.’ 

 As you know, I’m not a very shy retiring 
person. I can be quite bold. Now, that can 
have negative things, too. I can be very, very 
confident of me being right on a question of 
trivia or something, and find out that I’m wrong. 
So, boldness isn’t always good. 

 But in Scripture, we’re told about bold-
ness. I wonder when was the last time we 
prayed for our link missionaries to be bold? 
When was the last time we prayed for our-
selves to be bold? Now usually in Scripture 
it’s about sharing the good news of Jesus 
when we need that boldness. 

 So today I just have two points. Number 
one, praying for boldness. And then two, en-
couragement from the parable of the sower. 

 So, is boldness a virtue or a vice? Think 
of some of the synonyms that you might think 
of when we hear the word ‘bold’ or ‘boldness’. 
We might hear ‘aggressive’ or ‘self-important’ 
or ‘entitled’ or ‘bossy’. Perhaps you might 
think of someone who’s virtually saying, ‘Don’t 
you know who I am?’ When I was thinking 
about this, I was thinking about Lady Catherine 
de Bourgh in Pride and Prejudice, how she 
referred to Elizabeth Bennet as a ‘very bold 
young woman’ for speaking her mind. 

 In my musings this week, and I’ve been 
talking about this with our Bible study folk, 
when do we use the word ‘bold’? When do 
we use the word ‘bossy’? When was the last 

time you heard a little boy being regarded as 
a ‘bossyboots’? But we hear about little girls 
being regarded as bossyboots. Do we hear 
men being referred to as ‘strident’, or are they 
merely ‘confident’? Just some of my musings. 

 I love that hymn that we sang last week, 
And can it be. That last verse says, ‘Bold I 
approach the eternal throne, and claim the 
crown, through Christ my own.’ 

 Now, when we look at Scripture, we see 
a number of times when ‘boldness’ is used. 
Have a look at what I put on the screen for us: 

• Abraham said [speaking to God], ‘Now that 
I have been so bold as to speak to the 
Lord, what if only twenty can be found there? 
He said, ‘For the sake of twenty, I will not 
destroy it [the city].’ (Genesis 18:31) 

• Proverbs says: The wicked flee though no 
one pursues, but the righteous are as bold 
as a lion. (Proverbs 28:1) 

• Paul and Barnabas speaking to people in 
the book of Acts: Then Paul and Barnabas 
answered them boldly: ‘We had to speak the 
word of God to you first. Since you reject it 
and do not consider yourselves worthy of 
eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles.’ (Acts 
13:46) So Paul’s quite bold in his statements. 

• Or another time in 2 Corinthians, where 
again the apostle Paul is speaking to his 
friends in Corinth, speaking about how the 
hope of Christ gives us boldness: Therefore, 
since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 
We are not like Moses, who would put a veil 
over his face to prevent the Israelites from 
seeing the end of what was passing away. 
In this passage Paul is speaking to his friends 
about being bold enough to pray: that we can 
easily go to our heavenly Father because 
of the Lord Jesus. 

• And then at the end of the book of Acts, we 
have: For two whole years Paul stayed there 
in his own rented house and welcomed all 
who came to see him. [And as he had op-
portunity] He proclaimed the kingdom of God 
and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ – 
with all boldness and without hindrance! 
(Acts 28:30–31) 

• And then the passage that we had read 
today for us, where people are praying. The 
context of this is that Peter and John had 
been reprimanded by the Sanhedrin for 
speaking and healing in the name of Jesus, 
and they were warned not to speak in the 
name of Jesus any more. They’d spent a 
night in prison. And then when they went 
back to their friends and told them what had 
happened, this is the context of this prayer. 
Now Lord, consider their threats and enable 
your servants to speak your word with great 
boldness. (Acts 4:29) 

• And then: After they prayed, the place where 
they were meeting was shaken. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke 
the word of God boldly. (Acts 4:31) 

 Our readings this week speak of praying 
for boldness; and it’s about when people are 
sharing the faith of Jesus. We need prayer 
for that, don’t we? It can be intimidating to 
even say to a group of friends, or people 
whom we know, that we are a Christian, that 
we go to church. It can be a bit intimidating, 
when people are talking and have a sneer 
about Christian faith. It can also be unwel-
come and we can be fearful. 

 But if we believe that God loves us and 
other people, if we believe that the message 
of Jesus is good news, then perhaps we can 

even mention that we are a Christian, a follower. 
But gee, we need prayer. We need prayer for 
boldness for that. 

 Some people say, ‘Well, I couldn’t do 
that. I’m not that confident. I don’t know 
enough about the Bible’. And I was thinking, 
well, why couldn’t we say to people, ‘Yes, 
well, I follow Jesus, too.’ If the good news is 
worth sharing, and if we’re willing to share 
with our friends and family who know us any 
news that we have, whether it’s good news 
about a new baby born, or a really good diag-
nosis from a doctor, and we share with them 
the bad news as well that’s happening in our 
lives—if the person is interested in you, why 
wouldn’t we share that with them? 

 I’m not saying we foist it down their necks 
at every point. But if the person is interested 
in you, they’re interested in the whole you. 
They probably know you’re a Christian any-
way. And so, as there is opportunity, we could 
share gently. We could share boldly. Perhaps 
even as much as saying, ‘I go to church.’ Or, 
‘At our church this week, our crazy vicar told 
this silly story.’ You might want to share that. 

 Some people say, ‘Well, it’s easy for 
you, Denise. You’re a professional Christian. 
You’re a priest. You’ve been working in mini-
stry for over 30 years.’ Well, yes and no. Yes, 
it is expected of me. So when I meet with 
people and they tell me, oh, they used to go 
to Sunday school here at St. John’s, and I 
remember this hall, and we used to run around 
there, and I say, ‘Oh, where do you worship 
now?’ And then they hem and haw and say, 
‘Hmm, well, I’m not really going anywhere 
any more.’ And I say, ‘Well, get back to 
church.’ I can say that. They expect it of me. 

 But it’s not easy with my brother. It’s not 
easy with my brother who’s an atheist. He’ll 
make jokes about the church, and that’s fine. 
He’ll make jokes about me, and that’s fine. 
But it’s often hard to share with people who 
are the closest to us, isn’t it? Even friends 
who’ve known us for a very, very long time, 
and they know our background, and they 
know what we used to be like; or they can 
point to things where we’ve been inconsistent. 

 It can be as easy as saying, ‘Would you 
like to come to church? We’ve got our 
archbishop coming for a special service.’ But 
it can be hard, too. So, what do we do? We 
pray. We pray for them. We pray for 
opportunities to come up in our regular 
course of conversation. And we pray for 
boldness when it does come up. 

 Just a bit of an encouragement: be you. 
Be the real you. Send up a quick arrow 
prayer, and say what you can, and how the 
conversation allows you to say it. Follow the 
conversation. And if the topic drops off, well, 
that’s okay. God’s timing is long and gene-
rous. Wait for another opportunity. 

 And of course, remember, it’s not up to 
us and our ability, or how cheeky we are, or 
bold we are, that brings people to God. This 
is a spiritual thing, isn’t it? It can only be. I 
mean, Rhonda and I were meeting with our 
folk from the Brotherhood of St. Lawrence, 
our partners, a couple of weeks ago, and 
Helen, one of the workers, said, ‘Well, how 
do you get more people to come to church?’ 
And I said, ‘Well, we pray.’ And she said, 
‘Oh, well, I suppose that’s as good as 
anything, isn’t it?’ And yeah, it is because it’s 
spiritual. People don’t come to church unless 
God draws them. People don’t come into his 
kingdom unless God draws them. 
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 So pray for boldness for yourself, for our 
link missionaries, for others. 

 Point two, an encouragement from the 
parable of the sower. Thank you, Jan, for 
reading that. There’s a little diagram of the 
parable of the sower: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvvg2sg/revision/3 

I have found this parable over the years a great 
encouragement to me. When I’ve been praying 
for people for a long time, I wonder what sort 
of soil they are that receives the seed. 

 I think it’s an encouragement as well, 
because Jesus’ word tells us in this parable, 
not everyone who hears the word of God will 
immediately become a follower of Jesus. In 
fact, people saw Jesus, walked with him, 
talked with him, were healed by him—not 
every one of those who interacted with Jesus 
became a follower of his. It is spiritual, isn’t it? 

 So, we have the four sorts of paths, or 
the four types of soil. Here’s another slide of 
where Jesus is explaining the meaning of the 
parable: 

I loved in the Prayer of the Day that we are 
the seed. 

 Is the message of God defective, for the 
different responses to God’s word? No. Is the 
delivery defective? No. The message of good 
news of Jesus will take root and grow as 

people respond or not, and as God 
determines. Pray that God’s word will be 
effective in the hearts and lives of 
people, however it reaches people. Pray 
that we find receptive hearts for the news 
of Jesus as we share it with others. And 
keep praying. 

 You know, the farmer who goes out 
and sow the seed doesn’t just do it once. 
Each year, the farmers go again and 
again. They don’t say, ‘Oh, wow. That 
was a great year. I think I’ll shut up shop 
now. Isn’t that great? I don’t need to be 
a farmer anymore.’ No. Every year, 
every season, they continue to sow the 
seed, for the grains to grow, and for the 
harvest to be reaped. 

 Keep praying. Keep asking that 
God would bring to light, in the lives of those 
whom we know and love, the word of God 
dropping into their hearts and minds. Keep 
praying. Keep praying for the Holy Spirit to 
work. Just keep praying. 

 And pray for boldness. Pray for boldness 
for those whom we know who are in the 
frontline ministries: our link missionaries. 
Pray for ourselves, as we have opportunity. 
Pray for boldness, that we would be willing to 
say just one or two words about Jesus. 

 And pray that God’s Spirit would be at 
work in the hearts of all who hear the good 
news about Jesus today, in churches right 
across the world. That they too may have 
hearts which are soft and receptive, and grow 
in the knowledge and love of Jesus. Amen. 

Sermon by Weiyi Lou: 

Bold prayers 

I recently heard a friend tell this story: 

 A priest and a taxi driver die and come 
to the pearly gates, where they see St Peter. 
Peter welcomes them warmly, and then he 
points the taxi driver to a mansion. This mansion 
is great, gold-plated everything, high crystal 
windows, immaculate lawn, swans, ponds, 
fountains. And the taxi driver can’t believe it, 
and he’s overjoyed with his reward. But then 
Peter turns and directs the priest to small, 
run-down wooden shack, with a thin cot and 
a single washbasin. And the priest is flabber-
gasted and outraged. He says ‘I spent my 
entire life preaching the gospel, but the taxi 
driver gets the mansion?’ And St Peter says, 
‘Well, here in heaven, we look at results. When 
you preached the word, everyone who sat in 
your church fell asleep. But when the taxi driver 
drove, everyone who sat in his car prayed.’ 

 High stakes situations make prayers very 
real. Imagine those people in the taxi — some 
probably never prayed before — praying hard, 
‘God, save/protect me!’ and genuinely hoping 
for God’s power. 

 God actually wants us to pray this way 
— well, not put our lives in danger to pray — 
but he does want us to pray boldly! 

 Jesus teaches us to ask God for what we 
need, trusting in his goodness. That we can be 
confident that he knows and will answer our 
needs with good things. You might know the 
parables of the friend at midnight or the per-
sistent widow. If not, you can find them from 
Luke 11 and 18. We are to boldly pray for our 
needs, and to trust God with those needs. 

Bold witness 

But looking at our passages today, we see 
another thing God wants us to boldly pray for. 

 We are to boldly pray for… well, OUR 
boldness, particularly to speak 
about Jesus! 

 This could be hard for some 
of us! We don’t particularly feel 
bold to do such things. We’re 
not in the habit of being bold. But 
maybe today Scripture has an 
encouragement for us! Let’s have 
a look and be open to God and 
the kind of life he wants for us. 

On their release, Peter and John 
went back to their own people and 
reported all that the chief priests 
and the elders had said to them. 
(Acts 4:23) 

 We came to Acts 4 today in 
the middle of a situation, with Peter 
and John reporting something 
that happened to their friends. 
What had they done? 

‘If we are being called to account 
today for an act of kindness shown 
to a man who was lame and are 
being asked how he was healed, 
then know this, you and all the 
people of Israel: It is by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth… that 
this man stands before you healed.’ 
(Acts 4:8–10) 

 They had healed a lame man, 
and this had caused a great ker-
fuffle. The religious leaders were 
not happy. They didn’t like that 
Peter and John were preaching 
about Jesus’ resurrection, his rule https://bibleopia.wordpress.com/2011/11/30/heart-types-and-the-parable-of-the-sower/ 
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and power, and demonstrating that power by 
healing in Jesus’ name. They also didn’t like 
that many people were seeing the signs and 
turning to believe in Jesus. 

 So Peter and John were telling fellow 
believers about all this: how they were jailed, 
how they testified and how they were threatened 
to stop talking about Jesus, or else! 

…they raised their voices together in prayer to 
God. ‘Sovereign Lord,’ they said, ‘you made the 
heavens and the earth and the sea, and 
everything in them. … “Why do the nations rage 
and the peoples plot in vain?”… 

 They did what your power and will had 
decided beforehand should happen.’ 

(Acts 4:24–25,28) 

And at the end of their report, what did their 
group of fellow believers do? They modelled 
for us an amazing posture. They didn’t pray 
‘God please keep us out of jails and trials’. 
They didn’t pray ‘spare us from pain or 
threats to our lives.’ Instead, they asked God 
to give them boldness to speak about him, 
just as Peter and John had done. God was in 
complete control over all things. AND he had 
foretold that, in hardness of heart, people 
would oppose him, would oppose Jesus and 
all who follow him! 

Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable 
your servants to speak your word with great 
boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and 
perform signs and wonders through the name of 
your holy servant Jesus. 

 And indeed, God filled them with the 
Holy Spirit to share his words boldly. 

 After they prayed, the place where they 
were meeting was shaken. And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word 
of God boldly. (Acts 4:29–31) 

 What are our prayers normally like? What 
do we ask God for? Like the early believers, 
we too know God is in complete control. Here 
in Australia, we too live in a place where there 
are threats to sharing the gospel. Maybe not 
threats of violence at the first instance, but 
perhaps of shame and alienation, people ridi-
culing Jesus and any apparently foolish people 
who believe in him. 

 How confident do you feel about raising 
Jesus and his love in conversation? Are you, 
or have you met, a bold or confident person? 
Some people are confident because they are 
sure of themselves. But as we have just seen, 
the early Christians became bold and confident 
because they asked God; because they were 
sure not of themselves but of Jesus. 

 Do we pray that God gives us boldness 
in not hiding the fact that he love us? God 
gives confidence, and he wants us to pray for 
it. Can we do it? Let’s be encouraged today 
to add this as another thing in your prayer life, 
praying for boldness to witness wherever 
God places you. 

 That’s the main challenge that I think we 
receive in Scripture today, but let me also 
share three things to help us meditate on 
asking God for boldness. 

Bold sowing 

Then he told them many things in parables, 
saying: ‘A farmer went out to sow his seed. As 
he was scattering the seed, some fell along the 
path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some 
fell on rocky places, where it did not have much 
soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was 
shallow…’  (Matthew 13:3–5) 

The first thing is being aware of God’s bold 
sowing. Before the Book of Acts, we read 

Jesus’ parable of the sower. And this story 
helps us think about the fact that praying for 
boldness is not the same as praying for 
success. Many types of ground don’t produce 
a harvest. When Peter and John shared, 
some people believed, but many also didn’t. 

 I used to think there was something 
strange and wrong with this story. The seed 
being spread was of course good seed, and 
there were evidently problems with three of 
the four types of soil, but the biggest problem 
was the foolish farmer. Why was he scat-
tering seeds where he knows it won’t grow? 
Surely a wise farmer would just put good 
seed in good soil? 

 But then I realised, that was the point! 
The farmer’s intention is for the good seed to 
go out everywhere. God wants his word to go 
out to everyone. His desire is that every type 
of ground is given the opportunity to grow the 
good seed. 

 He asks us join him in being inviters to 
his truth and extenders of his love. 

• On the path: hears the word but does not understand. 

• On rocky ground: receives the word but falls away 
when difficulty comes. 

• Among thorns: hears the word but worries and wealth 
choke the word. 

• On good soil: hears and understands the word and 
yields a harvest of 30, 60, 100 times over. 

 But here’s the thing: the results are not 
actually our responsibility. When we exercise 
boldness and speak about Jesus, we don’t 
know people’s response. We don’t know 
which soil they will turn out to be. This can be 
scary. But we are not responsible for making 
people good soil. We’re not that powerful, 
and it’s not what God asks of us. 

 What he does ask of us is to be bold in 
proclaiming, and take part in sowing the good 
seed that can transform people’s lives. 

 Praying for boldness is not the same as 
praying for success. By all means, pray for 
success as well! But remember our faithful-
ness is in boldness in speaking about Jesus. 

 Do you have people to boldly sow into? 
Think about your friends, family, neighbours? 
Think about each others’ friends, families or 
neighbours. 

 Where does God call us to faithfully speak 
about Jesus? 

Product of boldness 

And related to this is our next point that we 
should remember that we ourselves are the 
product of boldness. Our short reading from 2 
Thessalonians has a small but important note: 
As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray 
for us that the message of the Lord may spread 
rapidly and be honoured, just as it was with 
you. (2 Thessalonians 3:1) 

 If you have made a conscious decision for 
Christ, it is because someone else exercised 
boldness in praying for you, putting questions 
of faith to you — and usually more than one 
person was involved! 

 Do you remember how God’s word en-
tered your life? Who sowed into your life? 
Who did God use to invite you into his family? 

 As we ourselves pray for boldness and 
find ways to share with others, we join the 
chain of invitation. 

Protection in boldness 

And pray that we may be delivered from wicked 
and evil people, for not everyone has faith. (2 
Thessalonians 3:1) 

 Lastly, let us be encouraged that the prayer 
for boldness is not a prayer to stand out all by 
ourselves, like extremely tall poppies to be cut 
down. Paul’s request in 2 Thessalonians is 
not just for gospel boldness. We are always 
to pray for and trust in God’s protection. 

 Praying for protection when riding in a 
crazy taxi is real, and so is praying for God’s 
protection as you try to be bold for Christ — 
which some might consider as dangerous and 
reckless as the taxi! 

 Some times we are afraid to be bold be-
cause we don’t know what to say. That is a 
problem, but it is a curable one. It’s what 
pastors or ministers, like Denise, Heather, and 
myself are for. We can talk things through 
and train each other in knowing that to say, 
how best to represent God’s truth to a par-
ticular life situation. 

 But other times, we are afraid of what 
would happen if we did say something. 
Would the other person see us as too pushy? 
Would we damage our relationship? Would 
we be ridiculed? 

 Does anything hold you back from talking 
about Jesus to others? If so, what is it? 

 You can pray about it. Ask God for 
protection of our boldness. Just like how we 
are to pray for our needs, we are to ask and 
trust that God will do what is good for us, and 
for the person. 

 Pray for protection in our boldness. 

Conclusion 

‘… Go and make disciples of all nations, bapti-
sing them… and teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.’ 
(Matthew 28:18–20) 

Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable 
your servants to speak your word with great 
boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and 
perform signs and wonders… (Acts 4:29–30) 

Jesus’ great commission to us as he returned 
to heaven was to go and make disciples, to 
go and speak to others about him, so that more 
people have the opportunity to know him. 

 I hope that we all see from Scripture that 
if you don’t already pray for boldness in 
speaking about Jesus, you should add it to 
your prayer diet. And as you do so, God will 
transform you. 

 Remember that God is sowing boldly for 
his harvest, and that you are already the 
result of that boldness. May we pray for our 
boldness and for his protection as we step 
out in faith with him — because our God is 
the sovereign Lord who made the heavens, 
the earth and the sea and everything in them, 
and he is with us always. 

 Why don’t I pray for that now? 

Our heavenly father, our great and glorious 
God: you control history, you guide the course 
of the world by great power and wisdom. 
Satan knows he is in trouble, it is just a 
matter of time. World leaders pretend to wield 
invincible power, but they are in for a surprise 
when you show your mighty hand. What are 
we afraid of? Lord, give each of us boldness 
to speak your word into the lives of others. 
Help us to love our neighbours as you do and 
give us the joy of seeing them come to joy in 
you. Please guard us as we go, address our 
fears and doubts, and bind us closer to each 
other in love, to support each other in the 
mission that you have given us. Thank you 
for the eternal life and faith you gave us by 
your own great sacrifice. All praise and glory 
be yours, in Jesus’ powerful name. Amen. 
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For the Harvest 
19th July 2026 

Matthew 9:35–38 

Sermon by Archbishop Ric Thorpe 

Greetings from the chapel in our home at 
Bishopscourt. It’s great to be with you by video. 
We’ve just had a great conference with clergy 
and authorised lay ministers from across the 
Diocese as part of a wider season of discern-
ment. The Scripture at the heart of this season 
is Matthew 9:35–38. Let me read it to you: 

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom, and healing every 
disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 
send out workers into his harvest field.’ 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be 
to God. 

 I think this passage is a passage for us 
in this moment. Let me just frame that a little. 
Matthew tells us that Jesus went through all 
the towns and villages. He’s not distant from 
the life of the people. He’s among them in the 
places where they live and worship and work 
and suffer and hope. He teaches, proclaims 
the good news of the kingdom, and heals. 
His words and actions belong together. They 
are signs that in Jesus, God’s kingdom is ar-
riving: the mercy, forgiveness, justice, and 
healing of God coming near. 

 As Matthew’s gospel unfolds, we discover 
that this kingdom comes through the self-giving 
love of Jesus, through the cross and resur-
rection. The mission of the church begins 
there: with Jesus Christ crucified, risen, and 
Lord. And we receive our mission from him. 

 Then Matthew tells us what Jesus sees. 
‘When he saw the crowds, he had compas-
sion on them.’ It’s quite possible to look at a 
crowd and see only pressure, demands, and 
something too big for us to cope with. Jesus 
sees people. He sees them completely and 
lovingly. 

 Matthew says they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. That 
image of the shepherd takes us deep into the 
Scriptures. Shepherds were meant to protect, 
guide, feed, and care for the sheep. And 
when the shepherds failed, the sheep were 
scattered and vulnerable. The prophets in the 
Old Testament used this image as they 
spoke of God himself coming to shepherd his 
people; and more negatively, of the kings and 
priests who failed in their duty to look after 
the people under their care. 

 So when Jesus uses this image, drawing 
from all of the riches of this image in the 
Scriptures, he is showing us something of 
who he is. Jesus is the true shepherd. He is 
the king who comes with compassion, the 
one in whom God has come to gather, heal, 
and restore his people. 

 We need to hear that before we rush 
into doing things. The first thing Jesus does 
here is see them and have compassion on 
them. So if we are to be faithful as the church 
in Melbourne and Geelong, we need to ask 
him to help us see. 

 And there’s a lot to see. New commu-
nities are forming in growth corridors such as 

Kalkallo, Donnybrook, Melton, Tarneit, Clyde, 
and Armstrong Creek. Established suburbs 
are changing around churches that have 
stood there for generations. Geelong has its 
own life, pressures and possibilities. 

 The global media and hospitality brand 
Time Out said that Melbourne was the best 
city in the world, based on food, arts, and 
culture, nightlife, diversity, and happiness. 
Melbourne is creative, diverse, thoughtful, and 
often deeply concerned for justice, dignity, 
and the common good. But there’s also a 
deep pressure: housing, cost of living, mental 
health, loneliness, belonging, trust and hope. 

 And of course, these things are not 
simply outside the church. They are among 
us as well. Christians carry these burdens, too. 

 Jesus sees the person who has drifted 
from faith and is not sure how to return. He 
sees the young person wondering what kind 
of future there is. He sees the family trying to 
hold things together. And he sees our 
churches too: the faithfulness, the prayer, 
and the love that has endured for over many 
years; but also the weariness, the stretched 
leaders, the gifts not yet called out, and the 
places where hope needs to be renewed. He 
sees us with compassion. 

 And that is where this passage begins. 
Not with guilt, not with panic, but with the 
compassion of Christ. 

 Then Jesus says something extraordinary. 
‘The harvest is plentiful.’ I think that is a word 
we need to hear. So much of the time we look 
down. We are weighed down by the burdens 
of life and ministry. We see the difficulties, the 
gaps, the things that we do not have. And 
Jesus says, ‘Look up! The harvest is plentiful.’ 

 Some of our rural parishes have much to 
teach us about harvests. In Scripture, harvest 
speaks of God’s action, God’s timing, God’s 
gathering what belongs to him. Jesus is not 
asking his disciples to manufacture the harvest 
by their own energy. It is God’s harvest. And 
that changes how we look at the world. We’re 
not being sent into a world where God is 
absent. We’re being sent into a world that 
God made, that God loves, and in which the 
Spirit is already at work. 

 There are people in Melbourne and Gee-
long ready to hear the good news of Jesus 
Christ. They may not use our language. They 
may not come near church easily. Some will 
carry real suspicion of institutions. Others have 
been hurt, sometimes for very understandable 
reasons. But there are people searching for 
hope, forgiveness, belonging, purpose, peace, 

and healing. We may not always see it, but 
Jesus sees it. 

 And at the centre of this harvest is Jesus 
himself. He is the Lord of the harvest. Our 
hope is not that people become a little more 
religious. Our hope is that people encounter 
Christ, discover in him the mercy of God, the 
forgiveness of sins, the healing of the human 
heart, his lordship in every part of their lives, 
and the beginning of God’s new creation. 

 So yes, the needs are great and yes, the 
pressures are real; but the harvest is plentiful. 
This is a word of faith. 

 Jesus then names the other reality. ‘The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.’ 
Jesus does not pretend the need is small, or 
that the disciples already have all the capacity 
they need. He names the gap. The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. 

 And we know that gap, don’t we? We know 
it in parishes where clergy and lay leaders are 
carrying a great deal, where the same faithful 
people do many things, and where local com-
munities are growing faster than visible Chris-
tian presence. If you’ve been around church 
for any length of time, you will know the 
sentence: ‘If only we had a few more people, 
a few more leaders, a few more workers.’ 
And Jesus knows that reality. He names it. 
But he does not need to name it to shame his 
disciples. It’s not a blame thing. It’s a faith thing, 
because the gap between the harvest and the 
workers is the place where Jesus teaches us 
to pray. ‘Ask the Lord of the harvest.’ 

 So here’s the thing. The first response 
Jesus gives is not a technique, or to work 
harder. He says, ask. Pray. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out workers into his harvest 
field.’ 

 It’s not a soft option. Prayer is where the 
church learns dependence on God, where 
our hearts are aligned with the compassion of 
Christ, and where we learn again to say, 
‘Lord, show us what you’re doing and let us 
join in.’ We look not to our own resources, 
but to the abundance of God’s resources. 
The harvest is God’s harvest before it’s our work. 

 And if we read on into Matthew chapter 
10, there’s a surprise. Jesus tells the dis-
ciples to pray for workers, and then he calls 
the Twelve and sends them out. The people 
told to pray become part of the answer to 
their own prayer. We pray for workers and he 
asks us to be ready to be sent. Not all in the 
same way; not all in the same role; not all to 
the same task; but all of us are caught up in 
the mission of God. 
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 Tomorrow, 20th July, is the World Cup 
Final. It has been a massive competition. But 
think about what’s going on on a football field. 
Twenty-two people desperately in need of 
rest are being watched by two billion people 
desperately in need of exercise. The church 
is not a small number of people doing mini-
stry while everyone else watches. The church 
is the body of Christ. Every member has gifts. 
Every disciple has a calling. Every Christian 
life is drawn into that prayer: Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
In Melbourne and Geelong as it is in heaven. 

 And most of that calling is lived in the 
ordinary places of the week: homes, work-
places, schools, hospitals, neighbourhoods, 
places of care, and places of pressure. That 
is where much of the harvest is. So the prayer 
becomes personal. Lord, what is my part? 
What is our part? What is the next faithful step? 

 I want to say this carefully because many 
people are tired. This is not about adding one 
more burden to already full lives. It is about 
returning to Jesus and asking what faithfulness 
looks like now. It’s about asking Jesus for 
more workers. For one more person, the next 
faithful step may be hidden: praying for a 
neighbour, returning to Scripture, offering 
hospitality, or encouraging someone younger 
in faith. For another, it might be more public: 

serving, leading, being trained, or exploring a 
vocation. For a parish, it may be deepening 
prayer, strengthening welcome, looking again 
at children and young people, or asking who 
is not yet being reached locally. 

 It will not look the same everywhere. A 
parish in a growth corridor and a parish in an 
established suburb will face different questions. 
So will a small inherited church, a large parish, 
a school-linked ministry, a chaplaincy, a cul-
turally shaped congregation, and a weary 
community recovering hope. The point is not 
uniformity. The point is obedience. Are we lis-
tening to Jesus where we are? Are we seeing 
the people around us with his compassion? 
Are we praying the prayer he gave us? Are 
we willing to be sent? 

 And we’re in this together. This does not 
depend on one person, or only on clergy, or 
only on the churches that are already feeling 
confident. God calls the whole church to be a 
living witness to Jesus Christ with the gifts of 
different traditions, cultures, generations, and 
local communities. And I think this is one of 
the things the harvest does for us. When we 
only look at one another, our differences be-
come problems. But when we face outwards 
towards Jesus and his mission, when we 
look together at the harvest, we begin to find 
ourselves standing shoulder to shoulder. Not 

pretending there are no differences, but remem-
bering that Christ is the Lord of the harvest. 

 So today I want to invite us to pray. To 
ask the Lord of the harvest to send workers, 
to ask him to renew his church. To ask him to 
give us the compassion of Christ for Melbourne 
and Geelong. And as we pray, to make our-
selves available to him. Here I am Lord. Show 
me my part. Show us our next faithful step. 

 The harvest is plentiful, but the workers 
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest to send 
out workers into his harvest field. This is the 
word of Jesus to his disciples. I believe it is 
also a word for us in this moment in 
Melbourne and Geelong. May God give us 
the eyes of Christ. May he renew us by his 
Holy Spirit. May he raise up workers for the 
harvest. And may he send us with faith and 
courage into the places and communities he 
loves. 

 Let us pray. Lord of the harvest, thank 
you for the compassion of Jesus who sees 
the crowds, knows their needs, and gives 
himself for the life of the world. Teach us to 
see Melbourne and Geelong with his eyes. 
Renew your church by your Holy Spirit. Raise 
up workers for your harvest. Show each of us 
our part. Show each church its next faithful 
step. And send us in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Parish Council Notes 

Meeting of Monday 20th July 

Ministry matters 

• Meeting with BSL 2 July. They reiterated their 
commitment to our op shop, and feel our profit 
share has declined due to downturn in trade 
(shopper numbers, quality of donated goods), 
NELP road works & cost of living. We insisted 
current 2023 MOU must be reviewed at next 
meeting, 17 Aug.  

• St John’s 175 years celebration: focus on. 

• Rev Michelle Loveday started 19 Jul (welcome!), 
will work Sunday, Wednesday + one other day 
until end of Jan 2027. Non-stipendary, but will 
pay $100/mo towards travel. 

• Rev Dr David Jones will be our locum Sundays 
& Wednesdays while Denise on long service 
leave 14 Sept to 1 Nov. 

• Funding aspects to be determined for full-time, 
first-year curate in 2027 (2028?). If appropriate, 
request Ven Kate Beer early Aug. 

Finance matters 

• Reports presented. 

Property matters 

• St John’s restoration Civil Drawings completed: 
can be put out to tender. Parallel: responses 
still required for Banyule Council’s Building Sur-
veyor. Some property part of the flood zone. 

• Door to BCA office repaired, split system in-
stalled. Painting to be organised by them: we 
will contribute 50%. Carpet later. 

• At an on-site meeting last week, Banyule Council 
verbally agreed to organise a suitable pathway 
between Holy Spirit church entrance and Ibbot-
son St parking. Large tree roots limit the scope 
of surface. Follow up written agreement, 
monitor progress. 

R.I.M.M. 

• Reviewed, to be presented next meeting. 

Child Safety Officer/Family Safety Champion  

• No incidents reported. 

Diocesan Professional standards 

• Diocese: expanded list of categories requiring 
Clearance for Service, implemented from 1 Nov.  

• Angela Bergman finally cleared, to undertake 
training with Weiyi. 

• Emmi and Rhonda applications to Kooyoora 
for new clearance. 

Vicar’s report 

• Refer to Ministry matters above. 

• Diocesan Ministry Conference 14 to16 July at 
St Paul’s Cathedral very encouraging. Great 
that Abp Ric recorded a sermon for us to use 
on 19 Jul. Grateful for Bp Stephen Hale being 
with us and his encouragement. 

• Two recent palliative care visits have resulted 
in funerals, ongoing connection with families. 

• Visitors nearly every week at church, some 
coming more than once. 

• Visits booked: 

– 9 August – Bishop Genieve  

– 16 August – Archbishop Ric (part of 175 years) 

– 15 November – Bishop Megan Curliss-Gibson 

– 13 December – Adrian Lane (BCA): Combined 
service  

Wardens’ report 

• Refer to Property matters above. 

• Jika St vicarage back paling fence installed, 
two smoke detectors replaced. 

• St John’s upper hall entry door lock replaced. 
Electrician updated switchboard in BCA office, 
earth line installed in church. 

• Community Garden involved with revegetation 
of opposite Salt Creek bank, sponsored by 
North-East Community Fund. 

General business 

• Katrina to apply for Banyule Council Arts grant 
for artist-painted mural on side of BCA office 
giving directions to Community Garden.  

Minutes by Rhonda Taylor, précis by Editor 

 
An old man limped into a doctor’s surgery and said, ‘Doctor, 

my left knee hurts so bad, I can hardly walk!’ 

 The doctor slowly eyed him from head to toe, and asked, 

‘Sir, how old are you?’ 

 The old man replied that he was 98. 

 The doctor, just sighed, and said to the old man, ‘Sir, 

just look at you, you’re 98 years of age! You’re nearly 100 

years old, and you’re complaining that your left knee hurts! 

What do you expect?’ 

 The old man looks at him and replies, ‘Well my right 

knee’s also 98, and that doesn’t hurt!’ 

Submitted by Denise Nicholls 


