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DENISE’S DATELINE 
 

Comfort and Joy 

As we enter the season of Advent with its images of hope in the 
darkness, I am aware of the sadness, and indeed darkness, that 
some folk in our Parish will be feeling as we approach Sunday 11 
December, as it will mark the cessation of Divine Services at 
St Andrew’s Rosanna. This Advent, we really do need the 
COMFORT of our loving heavenly Father, in a way perhaps more 
pronounced than other years. 

 Just as moving home is always stressful, the prospect of the 
closure of one Church and moving to another, even well-known 
place of worship, can be painful. Our Churches, like our homes, 
are places we have prayed and worshipped, and laughed, cried, 
and shared significant life events with our Church family. 

 We, your broader, Parish family, acknowledge your pain; 
and we want to support and COMFORT you as you farewell your 
Church of St Andrew, and join with us at either St John’s or Holy 
Spirit. 

 Yet amid this sadness, there has also been the expression of 
gracious generosity and indeed JOY in Christ by you, the 
members of our Parish. The recent GIFT APPEAL DAY has been a 
source of great JOY and blessing to us all, as together we raised 
over $30,000 in cash gifts, and an additional $31,000 in pledged 
for increased giving to meet the needs of ministry of our Parish 
for 2023. We prayed that God would supply what we needed, 
and through you, His generous people, God did provide.  As your 
vicar I am humbled by your selflessness and your generosity, and 
I praise God for you. 

 Our Annual Parish Meeting (APM) was held on 20 Novem-
ber, and it is great that the entire Parish Council and Wardens 
from 2022 have committed to serve us for 2023. Further we 
welcome Rhonda Taylor to Parish Council for this coming year – 
excellent to have a person from the Watsonia church serve in 
this way. After serving us well and for so long, both Judy Thom-
son and Allan Way step down from the Incumbency Committee 
of our Parish (which only swings into action if a new Vicar needs 
to be sought), and Robin Miller and Andrew Fegan have stepped 
into the breach. 

 So, 2022 draws to its end, but the Church 
year has just begun! What God holds in store for 
us His people and His Church we cannot know 
for certain; but we CAN be sure that, as always, 
God will bring to us both COMFORT and JOY. 

Denise 

Vote for the Budget! 
If you are on the Parish Roll, then soon after this edition of 
the Babble comes out, you should have received in your email 
(or hand) a copy of the Budget for 2022/23. Please scrutinise 
it, then reply indicating if you accept it or not. The vote will 
be published in January’s Babble. 

 If accepted, the Budget will then go to the new Parish 
Council for ratification. 

Last Service at St Andrew’s 
On Sunday 11th December the whole parish will have a 
Combined Service at 9 am (note the time!) at St Andrew’s 
(note the place!). This will be the last service at St Andrew’s, 
after 107 years of worship on the site, and 60 years (less five 
days) of worship in the present building. [I got it wrong last 
month.] 

1912 ............. Sunday School starts in a private home in Rosanna 

1914 ............. St John’s decides to build a daughter church in Rosanna 

Nov 1915 ...... St Andrew’s officially opened 

30 Jan 1957.. St Andrew’s becomes a separate parish 

16 Dec 1962 . Present church building dedicated 

1 April 2003 .. Parish of Banyule starts 

Christmas and beyond! 
Sunday December 4 1–2 pm Holy Spirit ‘Mini-Christmas Carnival’ 

Friday December 9 5.30 for 7 pm BBQ, Carols at Open House 

Saturday December 24 5 pm St John’s (Children’s carols on lawn) 

 11 pm St John’s 

Sunday December 25 9 am Holy Spirit 

 10.15 am St John’s 

Sunday January 1 10.15 am Holy Spirit 

Sunday January 8 10.15 am St John’s 

Sunday January 15 10.15 am Holy Spirit 

Sunday January 22 10.15 am St John’s 

Sunday January 29 10.15 am Holy Spirit 

Sunday February 5 10.15 am St John’s (Commissioning) 

mainly music: December 2022 
Attendance numbers remain such that any new enquiries will 
be advised that they must wait until next year. We are now 
finalising the Christmas presentation and the gifts for families 
and children. 

 It has not been an easy year as the recovery from COVID 
isolation, mask wearing and safe-distancing has all had to be 
accounted for. While the families appear to be fairly relaxed, 
the team members are less so being more vulnerable due to 
age. However, we hope that next year we can run sessions 
which closely approximate to those pre-COVID. 

 Thank you all for your prayers over the year, your 
support and your encouragement. 

Rosemary Bellair (9459 5394) 

DECEMBER 

2022 
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Last Month – November 
Wednesday 30th: 10 am Holy Spirit MU break-up 

This Month – December 
Sunday 4th Advent 2: 9 am St Andrew’s; 10.15 am St 

John’s; 5 pm Holy Spirit; 1–2 pm ‘Mini-Christmas 
Carnival’ at Holy Spirit 
Luke 2:1–5; Romans 5:1–5 

Wednesday 7th: 11 am Iris Grange; 3.30 pm Strathalan 

Friday 9th: 5.30 for 7 pm Christmas Carols at Open 
House, 67–71 Strathallan Rd Macleod 

Sunday 11th Advent 3, St Andrew’s: 9 am Combined 
Last Service at St Andrew’s 
Luke 1:26–38, 46–55 

Sunday 18th Advent 4: 10.15 am Combined, Holy Spirit 
Luke 2:8–20; Titus 2:11–14 

Wednesday 21st: 11 am Streeton Park & general mid-
week service at St John’s; 3.30 pm Regis Macleod 

Saturday 24th Christmas Eve: 5 pm Children’s Carols at 
St Johns; 11 pm Midnight Service at St John’s 
Luke 2:6–7; 1 Peter 1:1–12 

Sunday 25th Christmas Day: 9 am Holy Spirit; 10.15 am 
St John’s 
Matthew 2:1–12; 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 

Money: October 
Income: Giving: $9,150.09 
 Gift Day: $28,190.00 
 Other: $72,563.04 
 Total: $109,903.13 

Expenses: $31,165.67 

Surplus:  $78,737.46 

Giving was up, thank you. Extra donations on Gift Day were 
especially generous, thank you. Income in Oct was very high 
due to three special one-offs: the Gift Day donation, insurance 
payout for St Andrew’s, and rent for the Watsonia car park (the 
last?). Without these, there would have been a $4516 deficit. 

Holy Spirit Mothers’ Union 
Meeting of Wednesday 26th October 2022, at 10 am. After the MU 
Service, we had our AGM. 

Present: Barbara, Beth, Coral, Val, Elsie (all doing our usual positions). 

Minutes: Handed out and passed. 

Business Arising: A big thank you to Barbara Andrews for 
shopping, packing and delivering our two Dignity Bags to Bunnings. 

Correspondence: Elsie gave a report on MU Melbourne from 
South, East and North/West branches. 

Treasurer: Beth gave the Treasurer’s report. 

General Business: Change of date for November meeting (last for 2022). 
Some members are going on a Probus trip on our meeting day, so 
we changed our November meeting to the week after, November 
30th. This is our last meeting for 2022. We will have lunch at 
Watsonia RSL after our usual meeting. 

 Coral will send Christmas greetings from us to our Link Branch, 
St Mary’s Broughty Ferry Scotland.  

 The first meeting for 2023 will be on 25th January 2023. 

 The meeting ended with Midday Prayers, for MU North/West 
Deanery, Army Chaplains, and St Mary’s Broughty Ferry, Scotland. 

Elsie adds: 

 Looking through 60 years of MU, it’s amazing what one small 
group of Christian volunteers have achieved. 

 When MU were volunteers at Dowell Court for eight years, 
David Lovatt Jr was there (he volunteered there for 24 years). 

 Then the bed-pushers pushed beds once a month for patients 
to attend church ( I think at Austin Hospital).  

St Andrew’s Men’s Group supported Brady House (a men’s halfway 
house) through a snowball drive each year, which was very popular 
at Watsonia church and op shop. — Elsie Storr 
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The 2022 Annual Parish Meeting 
The advent of the 2022 APM was heralded by strange portents. A 
fierce storm struck the Editor the night before, waking him from his 
fitful slumber with sounds of driving rain and thunderclaps. He was 
thankful that he had, some weeks before, stuffed newspapers under 
his garage door to minimise the ingress of portents. 

 Then during the service immediately before the Meeting, 
Denise’s microphone began transmitting very non-liturgical sounds 
through the PA. ‘Sorry’, she said, ‘it’s the wind’. It was of course quite 
unnecessary for her to apologise, and if she hadn’t, we would not 
have known that she had wind. 

 After morning tea (this was not counted as part of the Meeting), 
and opening prayers, came the most difficult part of the APM, the 
finding of a Minute Secretary. Most secretaries are not very minute. 
However once more the Editor was hanging about, and this year it 
was easy for Denise, as the Editor had very recently been under the 
knife and could not run fast. 

 The minutes of last year were quickly disposed of before anyone 
could read them, and then the Meeting moved to the minutes of the 
year before that, because last year’s meeting couldn’t be bothered 
doing them. No-one could remember what had happened so long 
ago, but it didn’t matter. Then came Reception of the Electoral Roll, 
and to counter criticism of last year, when the Roll was completely 
invisible, this year Denise had incarnated the Roll into the form of a 
small folder of papers. It really should have been rolled up to be a 
Roll, but it wasn’t. When the signal came to table it, she removed it 
from a larger folder on the table and placed it on the table next to the 
larger folder, so all could see that something had been done, what-
ever its significance might have been. 

 Now it was time for the Vicar’s Report. There was already a 
Vicar’s Report in the booklet that had been emailed to everyone and 
also handed to everyone physically, and we could have pretended to 
have read that, but Denise was awake to such shenanigans and gave 
it again, in different words to see if we were paying attention. 

 Denise said this was her fifth Annual Report, and she usually 
gets bored of her workplaces after four years, and leaves. (The Editor 
suspects she did not mention this to the Incumbency Committee.) 
The Editor, who has a great deal of knowledge of girls’ schools 
through watching the St Trinian’s films, knowing that Denise was at 
one, was rather surprised at this world-weary ennui. However, she 
said, the Parish of Banyule is not boring. Indeed, it was a cohesive, 
loving, serving church, and she would stay as long as she was able. 

 Lots of people were thanked, including the parish for letting her 
get to her parents when they were in a bad way. Thanks to Denise’s 
ministrations, her father would be 85 very shortly and would celebrate 
by driving to Melbourne, a prospect that Denise viewed with alarm. 
Her mother is much better, though her memory is not so good. 

 Numbers of people attending services have fallen, because in 
these times people are being more cautious about coming to church. 
The services are of course livestreamed: numbers using the live-
streams are only in single digits, but Denise is still glad they are there. 
Alas, we have excelled in one set of numbers, as the number of 
funerals has been very high, and we have lost a lot of much-loved 
parishioners to a higher and better parish. 

 Denise is sorry about the closure of St Andrew’s. She had tried 
really hard to grow the congregation. She said the St Andrew’s people 
showed ‘quiet godliness’. What will happen to the site is not settled. 
The church building is being closed, but not deconsecrated as St 
Stephen’s was, which leaves ‘the door open just a little bit’. Denise 
encouraged everyone to come to the last service on 11th December. 
Some former St Andrew’s people would be there. 

 Holy Spirit is set to grow, as it will be right on the new Watsonia 
Town Square. Our car park will be right under the new Town Square: 
we weren’t able to get Banyule Council to keep paying us rent, but the 
Diocese managed to more than double the agreed sale price (either 
the Diocese is an exceptional negotiator, or the Council originally 
offered far less than the site was worth—I leave it to the reader to 
decide which is more likely). It will be sold for [redacted], but the 
Diocese wants to take half and impose conditions on what we do with 
the other half. There will be further argy-bargying. 

 The evening services at Holy Spirit will continue, but there will 
also be a ‘relaxed and informal’ service in the mornings. Denise 
observed that Watsonia was ‘really hopping’ with young families on 
Sunday mornings, though perhaps she was fortuitously observing it 
during a conference of young leg amputees. 

 We shall put on a ‘Mini-Christmas Celebration’ at Watsonia to 
celebrate Mini-Christmas on December 4th. Denise has bagsed the 
spot next to the fairy-floss machine. 

 Work on the restoration and maintenance of St John’s church 
building continues, but slowly, so no-one notices it. However we later 
discovered the St John’s car park will be fixed earlier, during 2023. 

 There followed next ‘an annual report on the proceedings of the 
parish council’. Denise presented the report: ‘Parish Council met 
every month’. This extensive report, so sweeping in its scope, yet 
written in a crisp and firm style, so fully distilled the whole of the 
Parish Council experience that any addition was superfluous. 

 The wardens had nothing to add to their report, and Denise 
commented how good it was to have three of them, so they did a 
good job and didn’t collapse like the previous warden. 

 Emmi now presented the accounts. We had an income for the 
parish financial year of about $370,000, and we spent about 
$470,000, so there was a pretty big shortfall. We have had to take out 
two more loans, one to cover money we owed to the diocese that we 
didn’t know about, that had accrued over 4½ years (the diocese had 
been at fault in this, which didn’t mean they forgave the loan, but at 
least they made the loan interest-free), and the other to cover the cost 
of fixing the Gloucester Dve roof. We already have another loan we 
are paying off, to pay for the Jika St vicarage. A more sacrificial rate 
of giving, as foreshadowed on Gift Day, is needed. 

 Because of delays in getting stuff from the auditor the Budget 
has not been finalised and it therefore couldn’t be adopted at the 
meeting. Instead, the meeting said to get it to them by email (or hard 
copy) within a fortnight, and people will reply if they accept it or not. 

 We moved with despatch to the elections. These were unexpec-
tedly easy, as the wardens, under the strain of the work, had so 
completely lost their marbles, that they agreed to do it again. No-one 
else wanted to do it, so the new wardens are the same as the old: 
Rosemary Bellair, Kaye Collins and Katrina Philip. Similarly, what 
was left of the old Parish Council agreed to continue: Emmi Godau 
(Treasurer), Mike Connor (Secretary) and Andrew Fegan; but they 
will be augmented by a new entrant Rhonda Taylor, who will add a 
much-needed Holy Spirit perspective. (The churchwardens are ex 
officio members of Parish Council, as is the Vicar.) 

 On the other hand the two old lags of the Incumbency Com-
mittee, Judy Thomson and Allan Way, managed to break out and are 
on the run. The Editor predicts they will not last long in the wild, but in 
the meantime Andrew Fegan and Robin Miller put their hands up (or 
had them held up) to take their places in the cells and at roll-call. 
There will also be a warden called to serve should Denise decide the 
parish has become boring, but which one it will be will depend on who 
is closest and least fleet of foot. 

 We retained our present auditor. 

 Any other business started awkwardly, with Allan Way launching 
heart-felt congratulations in the direction of a certain person who 
achieved the remarkable feat of screwing $100,000 out of a govern-
ment body. A truly prodigious accomplishment, and the person res-
ponsible indeed deserved high public encomium, but there was a 
problem. The person concerned was desirous of avoiding publicity, 
for reasons that must remain a deadly secret. The Editor will therefore 
keep mum (no mum, you have your own money!). 

 However we can record that Judy Thomson said that Katrina 
Philip (verbum sapienti) was a wonderful leader in the Community 
Garden. Apparently she sends emails at midnight, which may not be 
so wonderful if an immediate answer is expected. Denise said she 
knew someone who was prompted to go to church as a result of the 
Community Garden, but didn’t say exactly why. 

 Heather Connor gave thanks for the church musos. We were all 
pleased that Betty Cummings is back behind the piano at Holy Spirit. 

 Denise gave thanks for the Editor, for ‘rising like Lazarus from 
his sick-bed to take the minutes’. That would appear to imply that the 
Editor had been dead, which he had failed to notice. It was a concern, 
because he had not met Jesus, but a man who told him he had been 
difficult and resisting what was needed, who might have been St 
Peter summarising his life, and a woman in the hospital bed opposite 
saying on her mobile phone, ‘You’re an adult now, and you should 
know enough to know to obey your mother’, which didn’t fit the 
Editor’s idea either of adulthood or of heaven. 

 Finally, Gay Miller gave thanks for Denise, saying she was a 
strong chair. Why Gay hadn’t chosen one of the other chairs supplied 
to sit in, wasn’t clear. Gay said that it didn’t feel like hours; but as the 
meeting actually only lasted 51 minutes, it can be deduced that in fact 
it had felt like hours. 

 On that doubtful note, we all said the Grace and left. 

Peter McKay 
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Hi Peter, 

 After the service on Sunday evening [13th November], we got 
stuck into the job of tidying up the front of Holy Spirit. 

 Our main problem was that we filled up the green bins and 
still had heaps more to go in, and more weeds in the ground.  

 Attached is a photo of the event with some of the participants 
that maybe could end up in the next issue of the Babble. Also 
attached is a photo of a cleared area with bike stand that we 
didn’t even know was there (until we uncovered it). 

 Regards, Ronald Hawken 

Below: Denise says: Mabel at Church with Mary Harper & Margaret 
Foo on Sunday 6th November. And I had her in Church for 5 mins 
during the service! Everyone loved her! 
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Crossed lines 
Crossed lines used to be quite common in the old days of telephony, 
when you would get to hear, and sometimes join in, someone else’s 
conversation. 
 It seems that crossed lines can occur with emails too, and some-
times unexpected messages pass across the Editor’s screen . . . 

To: Gilbert Dullage 

From: The Right Reverend Alistair Wimshurst-Smythe, Bishop of 

Gilbert! What have you done! 

I went to Susan Sharp’s lecture at the cathedral, with my wife 
and her friends. You had promised me that my wife would be 
front and centre of the presentation. I was indeed glad to see 
her name prominently on the title slide. Then we had a slide 
titled ‘The Problem’, and Susan brought up text describing a 
drug-raddled, over-dressed drunken spectacle, humanity 
brought to its lowest, etc. A picture then came up of this 
pitiable creature. IT WAS MY WIFE, GILBERT!! She was wearing 
the yellow-orange dress I specially bought for her at a very 
superior (and expensive) boutique. Her friends started 
tittering, which I could see my wife did not take well. But they 
stopped as Susan went on with further slides showing pictures 
of MY WIFE’S FRIENDS, with similarly unflattering text. We 
left. 

My wife has now changed the locks on our house. 

HOW THE HELL DID THIS HAPPEN, DULLARD!!  

Come to my office IMMEDIATELY! 

To: Gertrude Grimsby 

From: Sister Humility 

Thank you very much, Mrs Grimsby. Your idea to get a 
certificate of insanity from the diocese by pretending that we 
wanted exactly the opposite, worked perfectly. We’d already 
been told by the police that the only way we could get Mr 
ffoulkes transferred was with an official certificate of insanity, 
so we really needed it. Mother Fortitude is fortunately a very 
good sort who understood the situation and was prepared to 
write an email that contained no untruths but a certain 
amount of misdirection. 

Once we had the certificate it was not difficult for a delegation 
of us to go to the prison and say that we had been asked to 
transfer Mr ffoulkes to a high-security mental asylum. I hope 
you do not mind your country being called that! At any rate he 
is now on a plane home! 

Regards and thanks, 

Sister Humility 

To: The Right Reverend Bishop Alistair Wimshurst-Smythe 

From: The Very Reverend Dr Ernest Wise 

My dear Bishop, 

Wasn’t Susan Sharp’s lecture superb! I don’t know how she 
does it, especially with all the problems she has been having at 
St Swithun’s. Things have gone downhill there all this year, 
since they lost their Vicar. We must thank Gilbert Dullage also. 
There may have been doubt in Chapter about his capacity, but 
he conceived and oversaw the whole process, and has helped 
deliver the goods. He tells me also that he has been talking to 
you about ways to lighten my workload, which is kind of him. 

Thanks to the lecture tour, donations have been pouring in 
from the parishes. I have opened a new account to receive 
them, called ‘Local Prostitutes’, and I have created a big thank-
you page on the diocesan web site, saying ‘Thank You for 
Supporting Local Prostitutes’. I wanted a big picture to put 
behind the text, and Susan Sharp has kindly given me, and I 
have put up, an excellent picture of the worst-looking of them, 
that terrible floozy in yellow-orange. 

Regards, 

Ernest 

To: Editor, ‘St Swithun’s Sayings’ 

From: Rev’d Horace ffoulkes 

Good morning, Clarence. Here is my front-page article for 
December. Dear me, it has been quite a while since the last 
one! 

VICAR’S VAGARIES 

‘Vagary’ comes from the Latin for ‘wandering’, and I have 
certainly been wandering far from home of late. It is very good 
to be back, and among friends whom I understand well! 

I do have to announce some changes. At the special urging of 
the Bishop, our curate Susan Sharp has been transferred to be 
live-in chaplain at St Merton’s School for Difficult Girls. Our 
Bishop has described her as ‘especially suited’ to this difficult 
position, and indeed she is to be praised for taking on such a 
challenging task. The school makes heroic attempts. Especially 
praiseworthy is its attached Brussels sprout farm, where 
students and staff can relieve their tensions by hard manual 
work, and the farm’s produce also provides a large proportion 
of the students’ and staff’s meals. Susan will be able to eat 
vegetables she has picked herself. It will be a ‘pronounced’ 
change for her! It is pleasing to note that when the farm was 
introduced, the level of drug-fuelled violence at ‘hurtin’ 
Merton’ noticeably reduced, at least in the first year. 

Many members of the parish did sterling work in my absence. I 
especially want to thank Samson Harid for his work as warden 
in difficult circumstances. After he returns from his stay at the 
mental clinic, his reward as a good and faithful servant will be 
to be made Churchwarden Emeritus, retaining all the glory (if 
any) of wardenship, but not having to do the work. Instead, 
the Bishop has very kindly taken Archdeacon Dullage out of his 
parish and seconded him to us, to be Honorary Acting Warden 
under my direction. 

May we all have a holy Advent and a joyous Christmas! 

Your Vicar, 

(Rev’d) Horace ffoulkes 

To: Sister Humility 

From: Gertrude Grimsby (Mrs) 

Dear Sister, thank you so much for all you and the convent 
have done for us. And please pass on my thanks to Mother 
Fortitude. It is so good to have our Vicar back home with us. 

It is not my practice to criticise anyone in any way, but I did 
know there was a problem with Susan Sharp when I found out 
she couldn’t pronounce ‘Brussels sprouts’! 

Gertrude 
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Bible Word Search – Hope (Psalm 62) 
All the words listed below are in the puzzle – left, right, up, down or 
diagonally. Find each word and circle each letter of the words you 
find. After you have found all the words, the leftover letters form the 
mystery answer. 

https://www.christianbiblereference.org/ws_Hopepsalm62_0.htm 

According, All times, Assail, Balances, Belongs, Counselled, 

Curse, Falsehood, Glory, How long, Inwardly, Leaning wall, Lie, 

Lighter, Mouth, Murder, My rock, Not be shaken, O Lord, 

Oppression, Position, Pour out, Psalm, Rank, Recompense, 

Rest, Riches, Salvation, Soul, Spoken, Strength, Stronghold, 

Thrust, Together, Trust in him, Vainly hope 

Answers to last month’s puzzles 

 

Bible Word Search mystery answer: 
COMFORTERS 

Last month’s anagram: 

 

www.dltk-kids.com 
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Gift Day Appeal 
Sunday 30th October 2022 

Malachi 3:10; 1 Cor 16:1–4; 2 Cor 8:1–7 

Sermon by Denise Nicholls 

Malachi 3:10 
10 

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house. Test me in this,’ 
says the LORD Almighty, ‘and see if I will not 
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour 
out so much blessing that there will not be room 
enough to store it.  

1 Corinthians 16:1–4 

16 Now about the collection for the Lord’s 
people: do what I told the Galatian churches to 
do. 

2 
On the first day of every week, each one of 

you should set aside a sum of money in keeping 
with your income, saving it up, so that when I 
come no collections will have to be made. 
3 

Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of intro-
duction to the men you approve and send them 
with your gift to Jerusalem. 

4 
If it seems advi-

sable for me to go also, they will accompany me. 

2 Corinthians 8:1–7 

8 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you 
to know about the grace that God has given the 
Macedonian churches. 

2 
In the midst of a very 

severe trial, their overflowing joy and their ex-
treme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 

3 
For 

I testify that they gave as much as they were 
able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on 
their own, 

4 
they urgently pleaded with us for the 

privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s 
people. 

5 
And they exceeded our expectations: 

they gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and 
then by the will of God also to us. 

6 
So we urged 

Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, 
to bring also to completion this act of grace on 
your part. 

7 
But since you excel in everything – 

in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 
earnestness and in the love we have kindled in 
you – see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 

Well, welcome to Gift Day, where we give 
thanks to God for the gifts we have received 
from God. Now of course we do that every 
week, don’t we, as we come in worship 
together as God’s people in each of our 
centres—and on the third and fifth Sundays, 
like this Sunday, at a Combined Service, as 
our parish. But today we have an opportunity 
to give an extra gift of money for the work of 
ministry of this church. 

 Now I want to say up-front that money is 
a bit of an awkward issue to talk about in 
Australia. Not so much in other cultures. 
When I have been travelling in other cultures 
in the world . . . It particularly struck me when 
I was in Pakistan many, many years ago: 
wonderful, generous people, but the first 
question they had of me and my friend Lyn—
so two Aussie women travelling alone in 
Pakistan, very unusual—the first question we 
were asked was, ‘Why aren’t you married?’ 
Because that was an appropriate question, 
and they were thinking that our fathers hadn’t 
done their job by finding suitable husbands 
for us. And we said, ‘No, no, we’re working’. 
‘Oh, well that’s cool—how much do you earn?’ 

 That was a normal part of conversation. 
For us, you know people would go, ‘Oh, my 
goodness’; but that’s just part of their culture. 
And part of our culture is one of a bit more 
. . . ah . . . hesitancy in sharing that. 

 Even church cultures are different, aren’t 
they? Our new giving envelopes just happened 
to turn up this week—which is hilarious, we 
ordered them weeks ago—but we have to 
say to Wighton’s, the firm that we get them 

from, no, we don’t want individual numbers: 
because some churches like to have each 
person to have their own number, so at the 
end of the year they can be given a statement 
of how much they have given. But we choose 
not to do that—most Anglican churches don’t 
do that. It’s neither right nor wrong, it’s just 
different. 

 Money is important in our society, isn’t 
it? And before there was money, there was 
bartering or trading or swapping between 
different people groups for different goods. 
Money is, as I learned in economics in 1978 
when I studied it in school, simply a means of 
exchange for our labour, or for goods, or for 
something else. It’s over thousands of years 
now that coins have been used as currency, 
either in silver or gold or copper, because the 
weight of the precious metal itself was 
represented in that coinage. Now of course 
we have notes: we have gone from paper 
through to our lovely polymer notes—Aust-
ralia was a great pioneer in those; and of 
course now we have digital currency—how 
many of us carry cash around? Mostly I’m 
just tapping my card these days. And there’s 
even cryptocurrency, which I do not understand 
at all, that ‘blockchain’ stuff—if someone’s 
trying to tell you that you can make a fortune 
from it, run away: remember, if something 
seems too good to be true, it usually is. 

 But Jesus used money, spoke about 
money—remember at one point he spoke 
about whose image was on the coin that 
people carried around: it was Caesar’s image. 
Jesus’ parable about the woman with ten 
coins—it was probably stitched into her head-
dress as a way of keeping it safe. Jesus paid 
the temple tax—or instructed Peter to pay the 
temple tax for Peter and Jesus, getting a coin 
out of the mouth of a fish—in Matthew 14. 

 What can we do with money? We can 
earn it, we can spend it (I’m good at that), we 
can borrow it, we can save it, and we can 
give it. And today we’re speaking about giving 
it away. Why? Because Jesus did. 

 As Jono said, the Bible has a lot to say 
about money. 2350 verses in Scripture, out of 
31,000, refer to money or wealth. And about 
15% of what Jesus spoke about was related 
to money. Eleven of the 39 parables we have 
included in the Scriptures are about money or 
wealth and the good use of it. 

 Now, I’m only going to make two points 
today; but I want to give some caveats first. 
The first thing is, what we do with money is 
between you and God. This talk is not aimed 
at anyone in particular, and it’s certainly not 
about applying pressure to anybody. Whether 
we give some money to the work of the Church, 
or none—that’s OK . . . But the reason we 
talk about money in the church is that it’s part 
of how our faith in Christ is lived out in this 
part of our life, as well as every other part. 
Our wallets are not immune from God, and 
from God’s spirit. 

 So with those caveats, let me make two 
points. The first point is, giving is expected by 
the people of God; and the second point is that 
giving is an act of grace of the people of God. 

 So first of all, giving is expected by the 
people of God. In the Old Testament, we 
know that it was prescribed by God’s law that 
people would give 10% of their income to God. 
It was given in use of the Temple, and to sus-
tain the priests, who had no land. Whether a 
person was rich or poor, it didn’t matter: the 
expectation was that a percentage was to be 
given. Whether someone was a day-labourer 
or an owner of fields, it was the same. 

 But there was also the recognition that 
some people were in very different circum-
stances to others. So, when it came to the 
sacrifices that could be given at the Temple, 
people were instructed to give a healthy, one-
year-old, male lamb or goat. But if they couldn’t, 
they could give two pigeons. Or one pigeon. 
Or, depending upon their circumstances, quite 
differently. 

 What was read for us by Elizabeth, and 
by Jonathan at the start of the service, was 
from the book of Malachi, where people were 
told to bring ‘the whole tithe’ into the store-
house. Now a tithe was 10%, and Malachi 
was having a go at the people of God, because 
they were failing in their service of God in this 
area, but not only in the area of money. And 
so they were challenged to not try and diddle 
God out of what he asked them to do. 

 But when we get to the New Testament 
there is no such prescribed percentage. Rather, 
generosity is encouraged. In the New Testa-
ment, people are encouraged to support the 
work of the Gospel, and so that’s what we 
want to do as well. Yes, of course we can 
give to other good causes, and we should, as 
we are able. But as Christians, we must give 
to the work of the Gospel. 

 We as a church need to pay our bills—
and can I say that this church has always 
paid its bills, to the diocese, for the electricity, 
for everything that we need, and has been 
very consistent in paying its clergy, at the 
right time, and at the right amount. And can I 
tell you, the most expensive part of funding 
ministry is me (and Jonathan). To pay for 
clergy—it’s expensive. 

 What can we say about giving—how 
people in the church are expected to give? 
Well, we can see from what Paul says to the 
church in Corinth, some of the principles of 
giving. It was expected for all the churches. 
So you will see that as Paul writes to the 
church in Corinth, he speaks about two other 
churches: the church in Galatia, and the 
church in Macedonia. So it was universal: 
every church was expected to give. 

 And then he gives some other principles. 
He said ‘on the first day of the week’: so it 
should be regular. He says, ‘each one of you 
should set aside a sum of money in keeping 
with your income’. So there we have a few 
principles, don’t we? It is universal to all the 
church; it is regular—the first day of the week 
(these days people get paid their allowance 
fortnightly or monthly: whatever that is, it’s 
regularity). The second verse: ‘each one of 
you’—it’s directed to all people: young, old, 
rich, poor, able-bodied or disabled—‘should set 
aside a sum of money in keeping with your 
income’: a recognition of different capacities 
that we all have. 

 What was this money used for in New 
Testament times? It was used to assist the 
spread of the Gospel through its workers, 
and support the believers in Jerusalem—to 
support the church in Jerusalem who were 
doing it tough. So the church, from the time 
of Jesus, has always had that focus of local 
and mission. And that’s what we need to do 
as well: local and mission focus. 

 So that’s my first point: giving is 
expected by the people of God. The second 
point is that giving is also an act of grace. 
Twice in the letter of 2 Corinthians, in the 
chapter that we read, in verses 6 and 7, it’s 
described as an act of grace. Grace, that 
generosity of God. And people giving was 
seen as an act of grace, inspired by God’s 
grace to them. 
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 Paul continues with his church in Co-
rinth—this is the second letter that we have, 
called 2 Corinthians, but it was probably the 
fourth letter that he wrote to them. He spurs 
them on in this act of grace, by giving the 
example of a very poor church, the church of 
Macedonia, that excelled in giving; and it was 
like they were saying, ‘When’s the offertory 
coming? When’s the offertory song? That’s 
the best part of the service!’ They were 
wanting to share in that opportunity to give. 
And they were keen to share support of those 
who needed it. 

 Later on, in the next chapter, Paul again 
reiterates, ‘Each of you should give what you 
have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion’. 

 Now of course we know that some people 
do have the gift of giving. We all have diffe-
rent gifts. We know that we as a church have 
been the recipient of generous Christians 
who supported us, even last year. When 
Jonathan came to join us a year ago, 
because there was an overlap between 
Jonathan and Patrick, there was a shortfall, 
and we knew that we needed to raise some 
money. And so, with great boldness, I asked 
on your behalf: I wrote to a number of people 
that I knew, and I requested that they would 
support us—and they did. They supported us 
financially, so that we could have Jonathan 
and Patrick and me for those three months, 
that three-month overlap. They were very 
generous. I simply asked, explained the situ-
ation, and they gave. One part of the body, 
serving another part of the body. 

 In Romans 12 Paul says this: ‘Just as 
each of us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the same 
function,’ (we know this, don’t we?) ‘so in 
Christ we, though many, form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others.’ (It 
sounds quite similar to what he says in 1 
Corinthians, doesn’t it? But this is in Romans 
12.) ‘We have different gifts, according to the 
grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance 
with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it 
is teaching,’ (like Judy’s) ‘then teach; if it is to 
encourage, then give encouragement; if it is 
giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do 
it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 
cheerfully.’ So giving is seen as a gift that 
some people have as well. 

 Well, in conclusion, on our Gift Day, I 
want to say a couple of things. One, God 
doesn’t want your money. God wants your 
heart, your soul, your mind. Whether you can 
give, the amount you give, is between you 
and God. As God’s people we are called 
upon to encourage one another on towards 
love and good deeds, and of course, yes, we 
do that week by week; but this is an opportu-
nity for us to encourage each other in giving. 

 It’s been said that money is a good 
servant but a terrible master. We want to use 
it well. Let me encourage you to be generous 
in your giving, to lots of different good 
causes. Be generous. My prayer for us as a 
church is that we will be generous: that we 
will be able to support lots of missionary 
organisations with our prayers, and our finan-
cial gifts. My prayer is, as new areas of 
Melbourne abound, and new people, new 
young families move into new areas and they 
need new churches, we might be able to say 
in future, ‘What do you need? How can we 
support you? Can we give you money? Can 
we provide for a staff member? What can we 
do? Let us support you.’ My prayer is that we 

will be people, and a church, who continue, in 
this long tradition of this church, being gene-
rous, supporting people to hear the Good 
News of Jesus, and always putting money in 
second place—or third or fourth or fifth, not 
first place. 

 So, on this Gift Sunday, you are a gift. 
Your presence here today is a gift. We are 
gifts to one another. And we ask that God will 
continue to bless us, and use us, and help us 
to honour him with all the gifts he has given 
us. Amen. 

HEAVEN 
St. Andrew’s Rosanna, 6.11.2022 

Luke 20:27–40 

by Helen McAlley 

27 
Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no 

resurrection, came to Jesus with a question. 
28 

‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘Moses wrote for us that 
if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no 
children, the man must marry the widow and raise 
up offspring for his brother. 

29 
Now there were 

seven brothers. The first one married a woman 
and died childless. 

30 
The second 

31 
and then the 

third married her, and in the same way the seven 
died, leaving no children. 

32 
Finally, the woman 

died too. 
33 

Now then, at the resurrection whose 
wife will she be, since the seven were married 
to her?’ 
 34 

Jesus replied, ‘The people of this age 
marry and are given in marriage. 

35 
But those 

who are considered worthy of taking part in the 
age to come and in the resurrection from the 
dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 
36 

and they can no longer die; for they are like 
the angels. They are God’s children, since they 
are children of the resurrection. 

37 
But in the ac-

count of the burning bush, even Moses showed 
that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord “the God 
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob” 

38 
He is not the God of the dead, but 

of the living, for to him all are alive.’ 
 39 

Some of the teachers of the law respon-
ded, ‘Well said, teacher!’ 

40 
And no one dared to 

ask him any more questions. 

MARRIAGE 

I feel passionate about marriage. A few years 
after we were married, Peter and I were 
fortunate to be able to go on an Anglican 
Marriage Encounter weekend. We were told 
it was not for couples who were having major 
problems with their marriage. Rather it was 
for ordinary married couples who would like 
some enrichment. Marriage Encounter taught 
us so much – how to be confident in ourselves 
as God’s beloved children, how to share 
feelings with each other and how this streng-
thened the bond between us, God’s plan for 
married couples, how marriage was sacra-
mental in that the love of a married couple 
could be a sign to the world of the love of 
Jesus for His church, and how a married couple 
could be effective in ministering together. We 
loved ministering together and for a number 
of years, we were part of the Marriage 
Encounter team and had a leadership role on 
weekends for other couples. I still have in the 
filing cabinet a folder of letters written to us 
by grateful couples who were blessed by 
going on a weekend. 

 Peter and I ministered in other ways to-
gether too and I now miss having him with 
me as I have to minister on my own. 

 I also did a degree in counselling and at 
times would be counselling married couples. 

 With this high view of marriage, it was 
puzzling for me to read in our gospel reading 

today how there would be no marriage in 
heaven. It was a disappointment. 

THE SADDUCEES QUESTION JESUS 

Different groups had been coming up to Jesus 
and asking Him questions. In our reading 
today, it was the Sadducees. According to the 
note in my NIV Study Bible, the Sadducees 
were an aristocratic, politically-minded group 
willing to compromise with secular and pagan 
leaders. They controlled the high priesthood 
at the time and held the majority of seats in 
the Sanhedrin – the Jewish governing body. 
They did not believe in the resurrection or an 
after-life. 

 The Sadducees ask Jesus a question, 
‘Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s 
brother dies and leaves a wife but no 
children, the man must raise up offspring for 
his brother. Now there were seven brothers. 
The first one married a woman and died 
childless. The second and then the third 
married her, and in the same way, the seven 
died, leaving no children. Finally, the woman 
died too. Now then, at the resurrection, 
whose wife will she be, since the seven were 
married to her?’ 

 The Sadducees allude to Deuteronomy 
25:5 and Genesis 38:8. The Law said that if a 
man were to die without a son, his brother 
should marry the widow. By New Testament 
times, the practice had fallen into disuse so it 
was an academic question. The Sadducees 
were trying to trick Jesus and they were not 
alone in that. It was a ridiculous question which 
they believed would show the idea of a resur-
rection to be impossible. The scenario they 
had described would result in adulterous rela-
tionships. The Sadducees would have found 
the whole question amusing and would have 
believed it would have shown that an afterlife 
was an absurdity. 

A NATURAL WORLDVIEW 

The Sadducees had a natural worldview rather 
than a supernatural one. They only believed 
what they could perceive with their senses. 
Many people today have a natural worldview. 
To them, the supernatural world of angels, 
miracles and God Himself cannot exist. The 
Sadducees should have known by then that it 
was impossible to trick Jesus. He had already 
answered so many questions with such great 
wisdom. They needed and we too need to be 
very humble in approaching Jesus. 

A DIFFERENT LIFE 

The commentator Leon Morris explains that 
Jesus’ questioners had failed to realise that 
the life to come will be essentially different 
from this life. When the doctrine of resurrec-
tion was held among the Jews, it was usually 
envisaged as an indefinite prolongation of this 
life. There would no doubt be modifications 
and improvements. All enemies would be 
overthrown and delights would be multiplied. 
But essentially it would be the same kind of 
life as the present one. Some were so sure of 
the continuation of earthly conditions that they 
seriously discussed whether the resurrected 
would need ceremonial purification on the 
grounds that they had been in contact with a 
corpse. Jesus rejects all that. Life in heaven 
will be significantly different from anything on 
earth. 

THE INEFFABLE JOYS OF HEAVEN 

In the accounts of Matthew and Mark of 
Jesus’ encounter with the Sadducees, Jesus 
tells them that they are in error because they 
do not know the Scriptures, nor the power of 
God. It is indeed very difficult for those of us 
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here on earth to understand what heaven will 
be like. Some books have been written by 
people who have become very ill and died and 
gone to heaven and then returned back to 
earth, but they are usually at a loss to describe 
the indescribable or the ineffable joys of heaven. 
Heaven is a mystery to us and therefore we 
need to trust in God’s love and power to look 
after us and take us there. At the Last 
Supper, Jesus spoke of heaven and of taking 
the disciples there, to be interrupted by the 
forthright Thomas saying, ‘Lord we do not 
know where you are going, and how can we 
know the way?’ Jesus did not give a detailed 
description of heaven and how to get there. 
He simply replied, ‘I am the way, the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father ex-
cept through me.’ We don’t need to know all 
the details and anyway, they would be too 
difficult for us to comprehend. What is impor-
tant is to trust in Jesus. Nevertheless, Jesus, 
in this conversation with the Sadducees, 
does give some clues about the afterlife. 

NO MARRIAGE IN HEAVEN 

Firstly there will be no marriage in heaven. 
The commentator Matthew Henry comments 
that much of our time in this world is spent in 
raising and building up families and providing 
for them. Marriage is instituted for the comfort 
of human life. In the world to come people 
will not marry, nor will they need to have 
children. And there will be no death. But, and 
this is what it took me quite a while to under-
stand because I was so passionate about 
marriage, they will be in God’s presence, and 
that will be better than anything we have 
experienced on earth. Jesus said that we will 
be God’s children and that will be enough 
and more than enough for us. Morris explains 
that, ‘The absence of marriage does not 
mean…a levelling down of relationships so 
that life is on a lower level. Rather it is being 
taken up into the fullness of life in the family 
of God.’ We will be like the angels in heaven 
– serving the Lord in perfect peace, harmony 
and love. 

WHO WILL BE SEEN AS WORTHY OF 
HEAVEN? 

Not everyone will experience the joys of that 
resurrected life with the Lord. Jesus said that 
only those who are considered worthy of taking 
part in the age to come and in the resurrection 
from the dead will be there. How can we 
become worthy? All those who trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour 
will be ‘considered worthy.’ We cannot save 
ourselves but as we come humbly to Jesus 
He saves us from our sins by His death on 
the cross where he took our punishment for 
sin so that we could be free of the 
consequences of sin. The apostle John says 
in John 3:16, ‘For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only Son, so that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life.’ And the apostle Paul wrote, ‘For 
by grace are you saved by faith, and that is 
not of yourselves. It is the gift of God.’ 

THE GOD OF THE LIVING 

Jesus proceeds to show that the resurrection 
is implied in the Old Testament, not in some 
obscure passage, but in that passage where 
He revealed His name to Moses. He said, ‘I 
am the God of your father, the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had died many 
years before the time of Moses. How then 
could God say that He was their God in the 
present tense? We can only conclude that 
they were living in another world, for God is 

not God of the dead but the living. Death 
cannot break their relationship with Him (and 
it will not break our relationship with Him). 
Surely to say that God is God of the patri-
archs, it means also that they now live with 
Him in perfect peace and happiness. 

LESSONS FOR US 

So what are the lessons we learn from this 
passage? Death will never separate those who 
love God, and have been saved by Him, from 
Him. Our loved ones who believe in Jesus are 
safe in His arms. Heaven will be more wonder-
ful than we have ever seen or can imagine. 
We may not know the way, but all we need to 
do is trust in Jesus and we will get there. 

PRAYER 

Shall we pray? Lord we thank you that you 
have prepared a home for us in heaven and it 
will be so wonderful to be in your presence 
forever. We trust you to look after us in every 
situation, knowing that nothing, not even death, 
can separate us from you. We pray in the 
name of Jesus. Amen. 

Luke 21:5–19 
Sunday 13th November 2022 

by Denise Nicholls 
5 
Some of his disciples were remarking about how 

the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and 
with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 
6 

‘As for what you see here, the time will come 
when not one stone will be left on another; 
every one of them will be thrown down.’ 
 7 

‘Teacher,’ they asked, ‘when will these 
things happen? And what will be the sign that 
they are about to take place?’ 
 8 

He replied: ‘Watch out that you are not 
deceived. For many will come in my name, 
claiming, “I am he,” and, “The time is near.” Do 
not follow them. 

9 
When you hear of wars and 

uprisings, do not be frightened. These things 
must happen first, but the end will not come 
right away.’ 
 10 

Then he said to them: ‘Nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
11 

There will be great earthquakes, famines and 
pestilences in various places, and fearful events 
and great signs from heaven. 
 12 

‘But before all this, they will seize you 
and persecute you. They will hand you over to 
synagogues and put you in prison, and you will 
be brought before kings and governors, and all 
on account of my name. 

13 
And so you will bear 

testimony to me. 
14 

But make up your mind not 
to worry beforehand how you will defend your-
selves. 

15
 For I will give you words and wisdom 

that none of your adversaries will be able to 
resist or contradict. 

16 
You will be betrayed even 

by parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and 
friends, and they will put some of you to death. 
17 

Everyone will hate you because of me. 
18 

But 
not a hair of your head will perish. 

19 
Stand firm, 

and you will win life. 

Well, I wonder what you thought as the Bible 
reading was read today? It is one of the most 
complex sections of Scripture, probably apart 
from Revelation. It is apocalypse- and future-
oriented, so it’s sort of multi-layered. You 
know those Sara Lee desserts—‘roll upon fold 
upon roll’1. It’s a bit like that, in that Jesus 
begins with a comment about the beauty of 
the Temple, and he makes a prediction about 
the Temple’s destruction that we know came 
about in 70 AD. So I think in this really diffi-

                                                   

1 “Then she rolls it and folds it and rolls it 
again, layer upon layer upon layer”: Sara Lee 
advertisement, 1980s 

cult section of Scripture, what’s clear is that 
Jesus is talking about, firstly, the imperma-
nence of the Temple, and in contrast to that 
the permanence of God’s kingdom, and of his 
followers. 

 So let me pray: Gracious God, we thank 
you that we can meet together to worship 
you, to encourage one another in our know-
ledge and love of the Lord Jesus. We thank 
you that we can share communion together, 
knowing that we are bound together because 
of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, upon 
whom we always rely. So help us to under-
stand and to hear from your word today. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 Well first of all, a little bit about the con-
text. We know that it’s always important to 
understand the context of the Scriptural part 
that we’re reading. We need to understand 
whether it’s in the Old Testament or New 
Testament, so is it before Jesus or in the 
time of Jesus? Is it something like poetry, like 
Psalms; or is it a letter, like the letter to the 
Romans? Or here, we’re in a Gospel, so one 
of the biographies of the Lord Jesus. 

 The immediate context of what’s happe-
ning for Jesus at this time is if we look at 
chapter 19, verse 28. Now just above that, 
there’s a little subheading. It says, ‘Jesus 
comes to Jerusalem as king’. Just a couple of 
things: remember, these subheadings that we 
see in the Bible aren’t part of the original text 
of Scripture, they’re just something that’s been 
put in editorially, to help us navigate and find 
our way. Same, too, with the chapter and 
verse numbers: they weren’t original. So it’s 
not as though Luke sat down and said, 
‘Chapter one, verse 1’. These were put in 
later, again as a way to help us. 

 But you notice here that this is the time 
that Jesus comes to Jerusalem as king—also 
known as the ‘triumphal entry’. You know 
how Jesus gets on the donkey or the colt, 
and rides in, and people shout, ‘Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Blessed is the root of David!’ 

 So the context is: Jesus has come into 
Jerusalem. He’s already talked to his inner 
circle three times about what will happen on 
this last trip to Jerusalem: that he will be 
handed over, tried, and put to death; and on 
the third day will rise. He’s already told them 
about that. 

 Have a look over at the next subheading: 
‘Jesus at the Temple’, where Jesus drives out 
those who were exchanging money, and sel-
ling sacrifices. We know that at this point in 
the narrative, from this point on until the end 
of chapter 21 of this long discourse that 
Jesus is teaching all the people about, that 
he was there, doing this at the Temple. 
Chapter 19 verses 47–48 read: Every day he 
was teaching at the temple. But the chief 
priests, the teachers of the law and the 
leaders among the people were trying to kill 
him. Yet they could not find any way to do it, 
because all the people hung on his words. 

 We also know that Jesus spent a number 
of days—we don’t know how long for, but this 
wasn’t all on one day that these next sections 
of teaching occur. If you just flick over to the 
last couple of verses of chapter 21, Luke gives 
like a little end-point, and says: Each day 
Jesus was teaching at the temple, and each 
evening he went out to spend the night on the 
hill called the Mount of Olives, and all the 
people came early in the morning to hear him 
at the temple. It’s clear that in chapter 20 
Jesus is enduring, and creating, increasing 
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conflict with the religious leaders, for whom 
the Temple was everything. 

 So let’s get to what Jesus says about the 
Temple, from Luke chapter 21, our passage 
for today from verse 5. Now when we speak 
of the Temple, remember this is the second 
temple. The first temple, built by King Solo-
mon, was destroyed; and this one, which was 
seen by some of the Jewish people as a mere 
shadow of the first temple, was built again in 
Jerusalem. For the Jews the Temple really 
was the focus of their worship. It’s where 
they would go every year for the special 
services, and the temple was so significant, 
because for them it meant that God was 
dwelling with his people. It represented God 
with his people, and the people with God. 

 Remember, before the Temple was built 
there was a tabernacle, a tent, that used to 
move around when the Israelites moved 
around the desert. And that word ‘tabernacle’ 
means ‘to pitch a tent’, so the idea is that 
God pitched his tent with his people, and 
dwelt among his people. And then the temple 
was built, and adorned, and made beautiful. 

 Not that the Jews ever thought that God 
could be contained to one spot. In Psalm 24 
they used to shout the Earth is the Lord’s and 
all that is in it. In Psalm 8: What are we, 
Lord? You have set the moon and stars in 
place. The building itself never meant to the 
Jews that that’s the only place where they 
could find God; but for them it represented 
the Holiness of God and his dwelling with his 
people, and it was so significant. 

 Even remember, the building itself spoke 
of the Holiness of God. Remember there was 
that one special part of the building, called 
the Holy of Holies, that the high priest could 
enter once a year to make atonement; and it 
was to symbolically show the Holiness of God, 
and yet the way that the people could dwell 
with God. 

 A remark about the beauty of the 
Temple is seized upon by Jesus to talk about 
the impermanence of the building. Jesus pro-
phesies about the Temple being torn down. 
Now for his listeners, that was blasphemous, 
for they would be thinking, ‘Has God 
deserted us? You are saying terrible things!’ 

 Do you recall what Jesus said in 2:19 of 
John’s gospel: how Jesus, when confronted 
with the religious leaders, said, ‘Tear down this 
Temple, and I will rebuild it again in three days’. 

 It seems that here in this passage—
which is complex—it seems that Jesus is re-
ferring to the coming destruction of the Temple 
that we know occurred under Roman rule in 
70 AD; and in verses 20 through to 36, part 
of that talks about the destruction coming to 
the Temple and you can read about that 
yourself—that’s not in our reading for today. 

 But in this section, perhaps Jesus is also 
hinting about—as the other synoptic gospel 
writers Matthew and Mark do—the end of all 
time. For the Jews to hear that the Temple 
will be left in ruins was unimaginable. When 
we see the ruins of a great building, we can 
imagine the lives of those who lived in it or 
who lived around that time. When we think 
about the Colosseum, we can think, ‘Wow, 
2000 years ago there were people here going 
to watch games of gladiatorial fighting, of 
racing—they would sometimes fill it with water 
and have big ship battles in the Colosseum. It 
was incredible, and yet now it’s in ruins’. 

 Being impermanent—was that going to 
be the temple of God? A terrible thing for the 
Jews to hear, for all they would have thought 

is, ‘Is God leaving us? Is God deserting us? 
Won’t he be with his people any more?’ And 
the irony that it’s Jesus—God in the flesh—
with them: it’s lost upon them. 

 So Jesus’ comment about ‘all of these 
stones will be torn down’—what the people 
listening fixate upon is, ‘When? When’s this 
going to happen?’ And Jesus’ comment is, 
‘Don’t be deceived’. Don’t be deceived about 
the timing of when things are going to happen, 
or so-called religious leaders. At Bible Study 
this week we were talking about how it seems 
like this is referring to today: wars and rumours 
of wars, nation against nation, earthquakes 
and natural disasters. And that’s right, isn’t 
it? It seems like it’s referring to today. But for 
Jesus’ people in Jesus’ time, they thought it 
was referring to them. People in the 500s 
thought it was referring to them. People in the 
1600s thought it was referring to them. 
Because these things are part, unfortunately, 
of human history. 

 So Jesus is doing two things: talking 
about what was present for him, what was 
the immediate future, and what was the long-
term future as well. But what he’s talking 
about is, whilst the stones of the temple may 
be torn down, what will be everlasting is 
Jesus as King. 

 In verses 12 to 17 Jesus speaks about 
the coming persecution that his followers will 
endure: persecution of a religious, a political, 
and a family nature. Jesus says they will seize 
you and persecute you. They will hand you 
over to synagogues and put you in prison, 
and you will be brought before kings and 
governors, and all on account of my name. 
And so you will bear testimony to me. 

 Whilst the temple will be destroyed, 
Jesus’ everlasting kingship will not be. And 
nor, despite persecution, will his church fail. 
What will endure not a not a building but the 
kingdom of God. 

 As I mentioned, you can read the rest of 
the section for yourselves, where it’s pretty 
clear Jesus is referring to perhaps his cruci-
fixion and reign from the cross, and indeed 
his second coming, possibly. 

 Well as I said this is a really difficult 
portion of Scripture; but what I think the 
thrust of it is, is this: the Temple building will 
fall, but what will remain, despite threats, 
despite persecution of God’s people, is the 
Lordship, the Kingship, of Jesus. Yes, perse-
cution will come to those who own Jesus as 
Lord. It did in the immediate aftermath of the 
Cross and Resurrection, in the early years of 
the church; it still does today, whether it’s 
physical persecution in some parts of the 
world, whether it is people losing their jobs, 
or being afraid to speak out about being a 
Christian person. But the kingdom of God is 
guaranteed for those who worship Christ. 

 We Christians rely only and always upon 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. In verse 
19, the end of our section, Jesus says Stand 
firm, and you will win life—and by this is re-
ferring to eternal life, because he’s already 
said that some of them will be put to death 
because of him, because of naming Jesus as 
their Lord and Saviour. 

 We know that in our lives health will de-
cline, leadership will disappoint, relationships 
will fail. And as much as we have connec-
tions with our homes, with our churches, with 
other special buildings—we love and connect 
with them, but we know that these too are 
temporary. What do we base our faith on? 
On Jesus, and Jesus alone. It’s why I love 

that hymn Our hope is built on nothing less 
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

 So in this difficult portion of Scripture, let 
me encourage you on what I think Jesus is 
saying here. I could be wrong, because there 
have been hundreds of books, thousands of 
articles, lots of dissertations, written on this 
passage; but what I think the general thrust 
is, is that the Temple will fall, things will go 
into ruin, they might even be knocked down, 
but the kingship of Jesus endures forever. 
And we, his children, his brothers and sisters, 
will also inherit eternal life. In the midst of 
wars and rumours of wars, don’t be afraid, 
don’t be frightened, Jesus is King. He’s your 
King, and he will always endure. 

Christ the King 
Sunday 20th November 2022 

Jeremiah 23:1–6; Psalm 46; 
Colossians 1:11–20; Luke 23:33–43 

Sermon by Jonathan Lopez 
33 

When they came to the place called the Skull, 
they crucified him there, along with the criminals 
– one on his right, the other on his left. 

34 
Jesus 

said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing.’ And they divided up his 
clothes by casting lots. 
 35 

The people stood watching, and the 
rulers even sneered at him. They said, ‘He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s 
Messiah, the Chosen One.’ 
 36 

The soldiers also came up and mocked 
him. They offered him wine vinegar 

37 
and said, 

‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.’ 
 38 

There was a written notice above him, 
which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
 39 

One of the criminals who hung there 
hurled insults at him: ‘Aren’t you the Messiah? 
Save yourself and us!’ 
 40 

But the other criminal rebuked him. 
‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, ‘since you are 
under the same sentence? 

41 
We are punished 

justly, for we are getting what our deeds 
deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.’ 
 42 

Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.’ 
 43 

Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in paradise.’ 

Intro 
Opening question: Feast of Christ the King – 
why? 

Q: What part of Scripture would you share 
with someone if you had just 5 minutes? 

 Now you are probably thinking, which of 
the four readings today will be the right 
answer to this question, right? Not necessarily: 

John 3:16? – God so loved the world... 

Eph 2:8–9 – It is not by works we are saved... 

Perhaps you can take a more ‘end of the 
world’ approach: 1 Thess 5:2 ...for you know 
very well that the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night. 

??? 

 These are all great scriptures. Even the 
passage on God will come like the thief in the 
night one… it certainly woke me up to the 
reality of God as a teenager. 

 Now I don’t expect you to say it out loud 
here and now but perhaps it is something to 
think about. 

 Well I was asked that same question 
many years ago, and instantly said ‘The thief 
on the cross’ ....which is the gospel reading 
today. 
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 In this reading we certainly see Jesus as 
Saviour: the one who dies for our sin in our 
place—but it points to something very impor-
tant about Jesus: Jesus is the King. If you’ve 
picked up on the sermon last week or perhaps 
the direction the Luke readings have been 
taking us, it seems to point to ‘Jesus entering 
his kingdom’. 

 Today we celebrate the end of the 
liturgical year (ordinary time): the last Sunday 
before Advent .... YES Christmas 2022 is 
upon us! At the end of the liturgical year we 
have the ‘Christ the King Feast Day’. 

 This is a moment in the year when we 
remember Jesus is given all power in heaven 
and on earth.. He is the Ultimate King. 

 The way we might imagine a King coming 
into his Kingdom might bring up memories of 
King David, or mediaeval movies, or stories 
when a monarch is crowned. Or more recently, 
seeing King Charles becoming King. 

 In the reading today, Jesus’ crucifixion 
is actually his enthronement. To the world, 
to the rulers of Jerusalem, to the Roman sol-
diers, and to the mocking thief on the other 
side of Jesus his crucifixion is the total oppo-
site of enthronement!: to them and the world 
it is seen as a BIG fail.... and even perhaps 
to his followers at the time. 

 Today we look at: 

What is a king? 

HOW is Jesus King? 

…and how does that matter to us as his 
followers? 

Part 1: The King 
i. Context 

ii. Prophecy 

iii. Claim to kingship: Jesus and Pilate 

i. Context: What is a king? 

If you recall in the Old Testament, the nation 
of Israel demanded God give them a ‘king’ 
like the other nations around them (1 Sam 8). 

 This demand was from the elders of 
Israel to the prophet Samuel. However God 
told Samuel to give them a warning of what 
this ‘king’ will demand: Israel and its sons, 
daughters and property will be subject to this 
one king.. basically slaves. And God adds: 
18 When that day comes, you will cry out for 
relief from the king you have chosen, but the 
Lord will not answer you in that day.’ 

But they persisted. 

 Today as we are still part of the Common-
wealth, King Charles is king. He is king over: 

• Australia 
• New Zealand 

And it might surprise you also: 

• Jamaica 
• Barbados 

(just to name a few) 

 What other kings or leading monarchs 
are there? (Slide of monarchs) 
Sultans / Kings / Queens: 
• King Abdullah II: Jordan 
• Queen Margrethe II: Denmark 
• King Vajiralongkorn: Thailand 

 The sad thing we see in 1 Samuel 8 is 
that God states that Israel has rejected God 
as King and certainly we see this play itself 
out again in the rejection and crucifixion of 
Jesus today. (Slide: Jesus King of the Jews) 

ii. Prophecy: who is the king God intends 
to lead? 

In our Jeremiah reading and in many more 
prophetic writings in the OT (eg Isaiah 53) 
God’s chosen King is unlike the kings of this 
world. 

 God speaks to Israel through the pro-
phetic words of Jeremiah: 

23 ‘Woe to the shepherds who are destroying 
and scattering the sheep of my pasture!’ 
declares the LORD. 

2 
Therefore this is what the 

LORD, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds 
who tend my people: ‘Because you have 
scattered my flock and driven them away and 
have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow 
punishment on you for the evil you have done,’ 
declares the LORD. 

3 
‘I myself will gather the 

remnant of my flock out of all the countries 
where I have driven them and will bring them 
back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful 
and increase in number. 

4 
I will place shepherds 

over them who will tend them, and they will no 
longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be 
missing,’ declares the LORD. 

 That this king will be unlike the shep-
herds who scatter God’s people, but will be a 
king who gathers, he further goes on to say: 

‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, 
‘when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
a King who will reign wisely 
and do what is just and right in the land.’ 

 Three things God’s king will do: 

1. A shepherd who gathers 

2. A king from the line of David who leads 
with wisdom 

3. A king who will bring justice 

 Again if you follow any of the gospel 
journeys before Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem, 
you will see: 

1. Gathering the lost sheep of Israel 

2. Teaching and imparting wisdom to all, 
even to people who will reject him 

3. Bringing justice to the people on the 
margins: the leper, the poor, the prostitute 

Jesus’ kingship is not a reign taken by force, 
but given by God himself. 

iii. Claim to kingship: Jesus and Pilate 

But what did Jesus actually say about being 
a king? 

 Between last week’s sermon and today’s 
Gospel reading, Jesus has this interesting 
interaction with a Roman official called Pilate 
and Herod, the king of the Galilean region. 

 In Luke we see this in Luke 23:1–12. But 
to get a better insight into Jesus’ claim to 
being a king we see this in John 18:28–38, 
because Luke does not include the extended 
detail of Jesus’ and Pilate’s conversation. 
Jesus explicitly claims he is of a kingdom 
NOT OF THIS WORLD: he tells this to Pilate. 

John 18:36: Jesus said, ‘My kingdom is not of 
this world. If it were, my servants would fight 
to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. 
But now my kingdom is from another place.’ 

Point 1: If Jesus is UNLIKE the earthly 
kings of this world AND not of this world .. 
where is his Kingdom? 

 The Jewish religious leaders were looking 
for an actual physical kingdom, not a spiritual 
one. So, one could say that the kingdom of 
God is a reality now in the present because 
we get a foretaste of this in the church and 
what we see in Revelation. 

 Today, Jesus Christ lives and reigns 
in the hearts of all believers, yet the 
Kingdom of God will not be completely 
acknowledged until all evil on the planet 
is judged and eliminated. 

 The individuals who come to Christ as 
Saviour and recognize him as their Lord, 
‘The King’ are converted into the realm, His 
Kingdom – the Kingdom of God. We have a 
place with Jesus now. We have a closer 
connection with Jesus than that of a subject 
of an earthly king. 

APPLICATION: Do you know The King? A 
Catholic nun I met said that ‘our knowledge 
of Jesus the King stopped at a elementary 
level (ie religious class at schools) and many 
never grow any further in our faith, our 
knowing Jesus’. 

 Knowing The King—our King Jesus—
means we pursue a living and growing rela-
tionship with him, and that does not stop at 
baptism, an altar call or any experiential God 
moments we have. He knows you: who you 
really are (as the Archbishop of Canterbury 
mentioned in his sermon at St Paul’s in his 
visit) the challenge is: do you want to know 
the King? 

Part 2: The Cross 
i. The rulers, crowd, Roman soldiers, the first 
criminal 

ii. The second criminal 

i. The rulers, crowd, Roman soldiers, the 
first criminal 

Conflict and irony are common themes in the 
Gospel of Luke. As we read vv 33–39 one 
can’t help but feel the pain, the evil, the 
injustice of what is historically noted about 
Jesus’ crucifixion in these verses. 

 The Rulers: they are the ones who 
forced the hand of Pilate. They were even 
given an opportunity to set free a guilty man, 
Barabbas, a known murderer, but they chose 
to have an innocent man, Jesus, die instead. 
A man Pilate even says he found not guilty of 
any crime. 

 The Crowd: along with the rulers they were 
part of the majority crying out ‘Crucify him’. 

 The Roman soldiers: they mocked him 
and gave him vinegar to drink whilst he was 
held dying on a cross to add to insult. 

 The First Criminal repeated the same 
sentiments as the rulers: if you are the Mes-
siah save yourself! 

Ironically their mocking words are turned back 
on them because they in fact proclaim the true 
identity of Jesus: 

1. ‘Chosen one’ of God v 35: a Messiah who 
saves others: the chosen one (Rulers) 

2. ‘King’ v 37: ‘King of the Jews’ a sign they 
placed on top of his crucifix (Soldiers) 

3. ‘Messiah’ v 39 the first criminal: Messiah 

IRONY. 

But before these mockers say what they say, 
Jesus in his love says: 
34 ... ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing.’ 

Our Messiah King—OUR CHRIST THE KING—
does not lose sight of the mission at hand. A 
mission and purpose that was foretold in the 
days of the prophet Isaiah. 

 Isaiah 53 says: 
4 Surely he took up our pain 
and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, 
stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
and by his wounds we are healed. 
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ii. The second criminal 

This passage does not end with the bitter 
taste of injustice... but Jesus’ identity and his 
power is truly recognised by the second 
criminal (vv 40–43). 

 So you might ask: why did I choose this 
interaction between Jesus and the thief on 
the cross to share in the 5 minutes I have? 

 Well I believe that God, in his love, gives 
everyone another chance at knowing Jesus.. 
and perhaps many chances in people’s lives. 

 This thief had no chance to prove his 
faith by any ‘good thing he can do’: he was 
literally dying on a cross! 

 But some might say: well he had nothing 
else to put his hope in, he was desperate, he 
could have said anything. That’s true. 

 However the miracle and the power of 
Jesus as King is what he says to the thief:  
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. ‘Don’t 
you fear God,’ he said, ‘since you are under 
the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, 
for we are getting what our deeds deserve. 
But this man has done nothing wrong.’ 
 42 Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.’ 
 43 Jesus answered him, ’Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in paradise.’ 

 This thief has put his faith in Jesus and 
only God could grant such a request to come 
into paradise with him. 

 THAT IS GRACE, THAT IS LOVE, THAT IS 

WHY I TRULY CAN SAY HE IS THE KING GOD 

PRESENTS TO ALL HUMANITY (even in just 5 
minutes this explains forgiveness, grace and 
love): JESUS IS SAVIOUR AND KING. 

Conclusion: 
Many years ago a video made its rounds 
amongst Christian circles, and it is a powerful 
video that takes the passionate words of a 
preacher—SM Lockridge, a Baptist minister 
from Texas who lived from 1913–2000—and a 
video editor uses imagery from the Mel Gibson 
film The passion and the words of the preacher 
in a sermon, ‘Amen: that is my King’. It is part of 
a 1 hr long sermon but I have only used 30 
minutes of it now to trim it a bit (just kidding). 
SM Lockridge says this and it is fitting to today’s 
passage and the feast of Christ the King: 

My King 

The Bible says my King is the King of the 
Jews. He’s the King of Israel. He’s the King 
of Righteousness. He’s the King of the Ages. 
He’s the King of Heaven. He’s the King of 
Glory. He’s the King of kings, and He’s the 
Lord of lords. That’s my King. 

 I wonder, do you know Him? 

 My King is a sovereign King. No means 
of measure can define His limitless love. He’s 
enduringly strong. He’s entirely sincere. He’s 
eternally steadfast. He’s immortally graceful. 
He’s imperially powerful. He’s impartially 
merciful. 

 Do you know Him? 

 He’s the greatest phenomenon that has 
ever crossed the horizon of this world. He’s 
God’s Son. He’s the sinner’s Saviour. He’s 
the centrepiece of civilisation. He’s unparal-
leled. He’s unprecedented. He is the loftiest 
idea in literature. He’s the highest personality 
in philosophy. He’s the fundamental doctrine 
of true theology. He’s the only one qualified 
to be an all sufficient Saviour. 

 I wonder if you know Him today? 

 He supplies strength for the weak. He’s 
available for the tempted and the tried. He 
sympathizes and He saves. He strengthens 
and sustains. He guards and He guides. He 
heals the sick. He cleansed the lepers. He 
forgives sinners. He discharges debtors. He 
delivers the captive. He defends the feeble. 
He blesses the young. He serves the unfor-
tunate. He regards the aged. He rewards the 
diligent. And He beautifies the meek. 

 I wonder if you know Him? 

 He’s the key to knowledge. He’s the 
wellspring of wisdom. He’s the doorway of 
deliverance. He’s the pathway of peace. He’s 
the roadway of righteousness. He’s the high-
way of holiness. He’s the gateway of glory. 

 Do you know Him? Well… 

 His life is matchless. His goodness is 
limitless. His mercy is everlasting. His love 
never changes. His Word is enough. His 
grace is sufficient. His reign is righteous. And 
His yoke is easy. And His burden is light. 

 I wish I could describe Him to you. Yes… 

 He’s indescribable! He’s incomprehen-
sible. He’s invincible. He’s irresistible. You 
can’t get Him out of your mind. You can’t get 
Him off of your hand. You can’t outlive Him, 
and you can’t live without Him. Well, the 
Pharisees couldn’t stand Him, but they found 
out they couldn’t stop Him. Pilate couldn’t find 
any fault in Him. Herod couldn’t kill Him. 
Death couldn’t handle Him, and the grave 
couldn’t hold Him. 

 Yeah! That’s my King, that’s my King. 

PRAY 

Parish Council Notes  

Meeting of Monday 14th November 

Finance report 

• October accounts show $78,737 surplus, but 
due to three one-off inflows in same month: 
insurance payment $39,234; annual rent for 
Watsonia car park ($15,829); parishioners’ 
contributions to Gift Day Appeal ($28,190). 
Without these $4516 deficit. 

• Provisional report for 2021/22 financial year 
currently with the auditor: audited accounts to 
be available November 15, in time for APM. 

• Letters of thanks received from BCA and 
CMS for donations earmarked by parishioners 
using Mission Giving envelopes. 

Budget proposal 

• Budget projections for 2022/23. A few minor 
amendments. [After the meeting, the budget 
was found to need substantial revision.] 

Report on Gift Day service 

• Parishioners responded very generously to 
Denise’s letter; additional contributions still 
coming. To date more than $31,000 received. 

Annual report 

• Being put together by Laura. Similar in format 
to previous years. 

St John’s Wellbeing Hub initiative 

• Concept discussed with Cathedral Dean and 
with restoration architect. Some ideas. 

• One suggestion a solar energy system: seek 
further advice about sizes and types. 

Watsonia op shop 

• Payments still being received around two 
months from the end of the month to which 
they relate. Meeting requested with Mark 
Lane to discuss this and other issues. 

Correspondence 

• Letter from Anthony Carbines, congratulating 
parish on NELP Grant of $100,000. 

• Letters sent thanking Federal MP and three 
Banyule City Councillors for joining us 8 Oct  
to celebrate award to the Community Garden 
of a Queen’s Jubilee Tree Canopy Grant. 

Vicar’s report 

• No formal report. Relevant matters are under 
the appropriate item. 

Associate’s Report 

• Summary: 
– Started Alpha Term 4: 12/10 but needed to 

cease due to lack of attendance 09/11 
– Started 2 couples marriage prep 
– An interment (Bill Richdale 24/10) and funeral 

(Nonita Ramirez 04/11) 
– Attending mainly music fortnightly to connect 

with local families 
– Busy training new soldier at Simpson Barracks 
– Catch up Peter Carolane re church revitalisation 
– Confirmed Mini-Christmas Carnival: Sun 4th 

Dec, 1–2 pm at Holy Spirit 
– Networking with local families in Watsonia 
– 1st Focus Group meeting conducted 25/10 

• Thanks: 
– Church budgeting: Gift Day Appeal service 

• Prayers: 
– Observing ministry opportunities in Watsonia 
– Christmas events / services 

• Goals next month: 
– Christmas events / services 

• Goals next quarter (Jan–Mar): 
– Working with Denise for 2023 plans 
– Holy Spirit Watsonia 
– Annual leave for a week 23–29/01/23 

. Wardens’ report 

• Heidelberg 
– Called plumber re gutter over upper hall entry. 

No blockage? Await quote for new guttering. 
– Gloucester Drive: Permission given for tenants 

to keep budgerigars. They will have to clean 
up any mess when they leave. 

• Rosanna 
– Break-in reported to Parish Hall. It appears 

only a couple of pairs of shoes were taken. 
Signs then placed on all 5 external doors 
warning of asbestos—won’t stop them but will 
alert them to the risks. Anthony asked his 
brother to bolt that particular door. 

– Notification from new neighbour in Grandview 
Grove that roots of a tree on our boundary 
were interfering with his driveway. We also 
found that the footpath is being broken up. 
Two quotes for removal (same work?): $1155, 
$990. In discussion: go ahead. 

– Invermay Grove: Tenants complained our 
mower did not cut their nature strip. Agents to 
inform them it is their responsibility. 

• Watsonia 
– Leaking seal on pipe at back of men’s toilet 

was replaced. 
– New exit signs and emergency lights installed 

as per instruction. Some patching and painting 
of plaster still to be done. 

– 80 Watsonia Road: Handyman difficult to con-
tact, but heard he’d had trouble contacting the 
tenant. So passed the matter to agents to find 
their own handyman and arrange for repairs. 

General business 

• All users of facilities at St John’s contacted 
but signage at entrance to St John’s still not 
finalised. Reza (tennis coaching) asked to put 
up a temporary sign: agreed to, provided ap-
proved by Wardens. 

• Email from former parishioners raising ques-
tions re the planned closure of St Andrew’s. 
Similar questions received from others. A set 
of Frequently Asked Questions and responses 
to be prepared. 

• Denise thanked Parish Council for their hard 
work over the past year and expressed her 
gratitude to them all for agreeing to serve on 
Parish Council in the coming year. 

Minutes by Mike Connor, précis by Editor 


