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Left: Archbishop Ric, dwarfed by the overarching
and large encompassing responsibilities of the
archiepiscopal seat. This picture is from the
Archbishop’s installation: for a full report see
pages 6-9.



Wednesday 24th Christmas Eve: 5 pm St John’s
Children’s Service; 9 pm St John’s Communion

Thursday 25th Christmas Day: 9.30 am St John's;
9.30 am Holy Spirit
Isaiah 9:2-7; Hebrews 1:1-4; John 1:1-14

Sunday 28th Christmas 1: 9.30 am Combined: Holy Spirit
Isaiah 63:7-9; Matthew 2:13-23

Sunday 4th Christmas 2: 9.30 am Combined, St John's
Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12

Tuesday 6th Epiphany

Sunday 11th Epiphany 1: 9.30 am Combined, Holy Spirit
Isaiah 42:1-7; Matthew 3:13-17

Sunday 18th Epiphany 2: 9.30 am Combined, St John’s
Isaiah 49:1-7; John 1:29-42

Sunday 25th Epiphany 3: 9.30 am Combined, Holy Spirit
Isaiah 9:1-4; Matthew 4:12—-25

Wednesday 28th: 10 am Holy Spirit Mothers’ Union

Sunday 1st Epiphany 4: 9.30 am Combined, St John’s:
Bishop Brad consecrates new Memorial Garden
Micah 6:1-8; Matthew 5:1-12

* More op shop volunteers

Income: Giving:  $6,299.00
Other: $8,754.93
Total:  $15,053.93
Expenses: $31,140.89
Deficit: $16,086.96

Last month | said, ‘Giving was up hugely, thank you to very
generous donors’. The generous donors turned out to be
the Diocese giving us $97,960 towards unexpected costs
during the sale of St Andrew’s. This month, giving and in-
come were more normal; indeed, low.

Wednesday December 24 ...... 5 pm St John’s: Children’s carols

9 pm St John's

Thursday December 25 .......... 9.30 am Holy Spirit
9.30 am St John’s
Sunday December 28............. 9.30 am Holy Spirit
Sunday January 4................... 9.30 am St John's
Sunday January 11................. 9.30 am Holy Spirit
Sunday January 18................. 9.30 am St John's
Sunday January 25................. 9.30 am Holy Spirit
Sunday February 1................. 9.30 am St John’s: Commissioning,
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Left: Katrina was impressed to see this official sign on the Yarra Trail
pointing to St John’s Riverside Community Garden. The Editor had also
seen it and been impressed. Emmi tells us it has been up for a few months.

THEY JUST GOT

p HiM TO SLEEP .

S AND THEN _g
> THE LITTLE

©»
X
o]
z
m
AV
<
<
E

-
’/
12-25

“L1evE 5]

https://www.gocomics.com/frank-and-ernest/2015/12/25
Submitted by Rhonda Taylor
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A CHRISTMAS CAROLE=

The editor (above, obscured) profusely thanks
Judy Thomson for donating him her ticket




On Saturday 13th December Denise
threw open the vicarage to the parish;
also the contents of her wine cellar
and her pantry. Many parishioners also
brought the work of their hands and
ovens, to the delight of all, including
Peggy Lee, who was surreptitiously fed
by the Editor and several others, who
will not be named here.

The Editor, who took these pic-
tures, has others not here published, a
situation that he is prepared to con-
tinue, by negotiation.




Above: Wilma & Rhonda and Denise & Anna ‘participating’ in the Christmas installations (meant
for children) in Watsonia, 30 Nov; right & below: Watsonia Christmas celebrations, 20 Dec




The Archbishop is Installed
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"l come knowing nothing except Jesus Christ and
him crucified, trusting that his strength is made
perfect in my weakness.’ 1 Cor 2:1-5, 2 Cor 12:9.
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Greetings from the Right Reverend Sarah
Mullally, Bishop of London and Archbishop-
of-Canterbury-designate, who would have
loved to have been here with us all today, but
has been kept home with her upcoming new
duties, which | expect all Anglicans will under-
stand. She writes this:

| am very sorry not to be able to join you
in Melbourne today for the installation of the
Right Reverend Dr Ric Thorpe as your new
Archbishop. I've had the great pleasure of wor-
king with Bishop Ric for the past eight years,
during which his wisdom, thoughtfulness, and
humanity have shaped many meetings and
conversations. His undefended approach to
leadership in a very diverse diocese has been
a gift to us all.

Ric studied chemical engineering, and
worked in technical marketing and then brand
management, before becoming involved in
Holy Trinity Church Brompton in West London.
He was ordained in 1996 in St Paul's Cathe-
dral—the London version [amusement]—by
my predecessor, Richard Chartres, and has
lived out the whole of his ministry until now
based in the Diocese of London.

Ha @ 76=5L2

Ric became priest-in-charge of St Paul's
Shadwell in 2005 and Rector in 2010. Church
planting and revitalisation have been core to
his service across the Church of England.
What he learnt in the parish of Shadwell has
informed the whole of his ministry. In 2015,
Rick was consecrated as the Bishop of
Islington with responsibility both for church
planting and the parish of St Mary Woolnoth.

The Church of England nationally has
much for which to be grateful to Ric. In the
London Diocese, the way in which he's nur-
tured vocations and leaders has shaped many
lives and ministries, and the churches whom
those people have gone on to serve. Louie
too has made an extraordinary contribution to
the life of the church, not least in her loving
and prayerful support of clergy spouses and
families.

Our prayers go with Bishop Ric and Louie
as they begin a new and exciting phase of life
and ministry on the other side of the world.
We commend them to your love and care.

With every blessing,

Sarah Mullally,
Bishop of London [applause]
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Above: Installed. Below: Pastoral staff
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Just a few words before the Peace: | just
want to thank you for your welcome to Louie
and me. Thank you as well to those who are
watching online and supporting us: we're so
grateful to you. Hello, family back in England!
It's great to be here and we're so grateful for
you coming today. Thank you as well for
those who have travelled a long way, from all
over Australia, from New Zealand, and from
England. And thank you Bishop Genieve for
your amazing job just looking after the
diocese over the last nine months. It can't
have always been easy. [Much applause]



Thank you. It can't have always been easy,
but you, Genieve, have led with wisdom and
grace and humility, and we are all, as you've
just heard, so grateful to you. And thank you
to all of you who have stepped up to serve
and support Genieve and the whole diocese
during this vacancy in a myriad of ways.
We're deeply grateful.
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6 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to
the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. ¥ When they saw him, they worshipped
him, but they doubted. *® And Jesus came
and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. *° Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit ° and teaching them to
obey everything that | have commanded you.
And remember, | am with you always, to the
end of the age’. (NRSVue, British text)

3 ¢
$ (% ¢
$ % ¢
$ 1 (8
(= '$
1 (
B 5

In the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Well, first of all, thank you for electing
me [amusement]; for welcoming us, and for
praying for us. Louie and | are honoured,
humbled, daunted, and excited to be here.

The Anglican appointment system involves
a collective discernment of thousands of
different people. So we stand before you
today as people deeply called by God, and
called by you, and sent here by the Church of
England, our families and friends, and by the
God who sends us. Your encouragement,
letters, cards, emails, videos, conversations,
has felt at times like a huge wave flowing
over us.

I have however encountered an early
and significant problem: which football team
to support [laughter]. | have been lobbied
theologically; on missional grounds; on prac-
tical grounds; and emotionally manoeuvred—
that's the polite way of saying it—to support
at least seven teams so far. | may have to
wait until I've been propositioned by all of
them before making a decision.

Melbourne’s sporting life is infectious.
AFL, cricket—there’s something | do want to
say about the Ashes [laughter], but now’s not
the time. Rugby—we love rugby—tennis, F1:
we love sports; but what matters most is you.
And we thank you for your welcome.

And we want to, right at the beginning,
honour Archbishop Philip and Joy, for nearly
two decades of faithful service, for national
leadership in indigenous reconciliation and
social justice, and for guiding this diocese
through financial and cultural change. Philip,
we thank you. As | follow you, and all who
have carried the staff before me, and as |
hear St Paul's charge to Timothy about being
a bishop, an overseer, | know the weight and
privilege of this role. | have big shoes to fill.

So thank you again to Bishop Genieve,
to the Board of Nominators, to the Synod,
and to all who have served so sacrificially
this last year. And particularly | want to thank
the other candidates, who are each remarkable
leaders in themselves, and who we honour
today too. We are deeply grateful.

| love the passage Louie read: the Great
Commission. Matthew tells us the disciples
had gathered at Jesus’ direction, and they
worshipped him; but also they doubted. They
had a mixture, | believe, of nerves and excite-
ment, wonder and uncertainty. Perhaps that's
where we stand at the start of this new
season. And this passage reminds us that we
are part of something much bigger, that builds
on all those who have gone before us in the
diocese of Melbourne. It's all about Jesus.

Jesus begins here: All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. So what-
ever expectations we carry about leadership,
direction, strategy, we must begin here. It's
all about Jesus. He is in charge. This is his
church. He is the Lord of all. All authority
belongs to him.

| discovered this personally when | was
19 years old. | believed in God, but he felt
distant. I'd built a safe, contained version of
him, explaining away anything supernatural,
making an argument for him being distant.
Then a friend invited me to church—the
same friend who later introduced me to Louie.
And during the sermon, Jesus met me. It was
as though the small structure | had built to
keep him at arm’s length simply collapsed.
And there he was coming towards me, saying,
‘It's not all about that, Ric. It's about me.” And
in my mind’'s eye, he embraced me. | knew
he loved me and accepted me. My life no
longer orientated around me but around him.
And that moment changed everything.

Louie and | have just been on retreat for
a few days with Bishop David Urquhart re-
flecting on John’s gospel, on abiding in Jesus.
Prayer, and dedicated time in his presence,
is how we abide. It's how we hear his voice,
align with his will, and receive the strength of
his love. To walk faithfully in this next season,
we all must renew our commitment to prayer:
intentional, expectant, Scripture-shaped prayer.
When we pray, God reshapes us, and remark-
able things begin to happen.

So from that place of authority and prayer,
Jesus sends us. We're all on a mission from
God. He says, Go and make disciples of all
nations. This is a summons to join God's
mission, his co-mission, his commission: to
redeem a people from every tribe and nation.
We are to go to our neighbours, colleagues,
streets, suburbs, and make disciples, sharing
Christ, encouraging faith, helping people grow
to maturity.

Today is Advent Sunday. It marks the
beginning of the church year, but it is also St
Andrew’s Day: it's where we mark St Andrew.
Remember Andrew: after meeting Jesus he
ran to his brother Simon Peter saying, ‘We've
found the Messiah!’ Disciples make disciples.

And our diocese—our diocese—sits in a
remarkable mission field. Over five million
people on our doorstep: around 140 cultures,
from indigenous communities, to newly arrived
migrants, and international students. The
nations have come to Melbourne. We must
go to the ends of the earth. But God has also
brought the ends of the earth here.

We are a diverse diocese. Our diversity
is a gift. When we look inward, differences
can fracture us. But when we obey Jesus’
command to turn outward in mission, our
differences become strengths, reaching different
people in different ways. Mission unites us.

I've been so inspired by studying some of
the bishops who have served here before us.
Charles Perry, the first bishop of Melbourne,
rode across Victoria, preaching, making
disciples, training leaders, planting churches,
establishing schools, shaping civic life. We
are caught up in the same mission—not one
that is static, but a people on the move,
joining in with what we see God already doing,
growing, multiplying, giving ourselves away.

Yes, it is costly, complex, disruptive.
Like having children is disruptive, but new life
is always worth it.

And what do we do on this mission?
Well, we play our part in seeing the church
grow in every dimension. Jesus goes on:
baptising them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching
them to obey everything I've commanded you.
Baptism welcomes people into the family of
God. Teaching forms mature disciples, whose
lives reflect Jesus’ radical countercultural way.

Churches that are intentional about evan-
gelism and discipleship are more likely to
make new disciples.

Around the world, young adults are in-
creasingly more open to faith. Louie and | have
been involved with the Alpha course for over
30 years. It's an opportunity for those outside
the church to explore the Christian faith. And
we've seen countless people becoming
Christians, being baptised, and flourishing in
their new-found faith. Every baptism is a
moment for the whole church to celebrate—
along with all of heaven—as those new be-
lievers begin that life-fulfilling journey with Jesus.



Teaching the faith is equally vital. St
Augustine prayed, ‘Lord, help us to know you,
that we may truly love you; so to love you,
that we may fully serve you, whose service is
perfect freedom.” Obedience to the radical
teaching of Jesus is not restriction: it is freedom.

We must continue to grow leaders at every
level and from every background. We don't
lower expectations: we widen the pipeline.
Ethnically diverse leaders. Leaders from dif-
ferent socioeconomic and educational back-
grounds. Leaders in churches, schools, and
civic life. As John Maxwell puts it, leaders are
learners—if we stop learning, we forfeit the
right to lead. So leadership formation, lay and
ordained, is everyone’s work. It is the colleges’
work, but it's also our work: spotting them,
raising them up and developing them.

We must continue to extend our invest-
ment in schools. You know, from the earliest
days, Anglicans here understood the power
of education: shaping values, imagination,
worldview. As Melbourne and Geelong grow,
we need more schools with Christian foun-
dations to serve the future of our cities.

When we take the Great Commission
seriously, we see growth: in depth of relation-
ship with God and one another; in impact on
our communities with the love of God; and on
the breadth of our church as the Lord adds to
our number daily. James Moorhouse, the
second bishop of Melbourne, understood this
instinctively. Planting churches, appointing
clergy, enabling this cathedral to be built,
founding schools, making the word of God
fully known through public witness. And we
stand—and sit—we stand in that inheritance.

One thing you told me very clearly: you
wanted the next archbishop to be a witness
to the resurrection. | love that. | love that priority
that you gave. And so, let me state it plainly. |
will proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ
crucified and risen, as long as God gives me
breath. [Applause] Because of the cross, our
sins are forgiven. Because of the resurrection,
new life is possible today. Because he will
return, we have hope for the future. | know
this to be true because he lives in me and |
abide in him.

There is much work to do in every part
of the diocese, from the edges to the very
centre, and every one of us has a part to play
in that. And we can only do this work because
we are empowered by Christ. He says, surely
I'm with you always, to the very end of the age.
Jesus does not send us into the world and
then stand back. He goes with us, by his Spirit,
empowering, guiding, strengthening. Without
him we can do nothing. With him, extraordinary
things happen. The impossible becomes pos-
sible. As you pray, he listens and acts. As
you make disciples, you yourself will grow.
As you celebrate baptism and remember
your own, your faith will ignite. As you teach,
you will long to follow Jesus more.

And so, as | joyfully receive this calling
to be your archbishop, let me summarise
simply and clearly our priorities as | see them.
Prayer: a renewal of prayer for our churches,
for our cities, for our nation, alongside our
brothers and sisters in all of God’s Church.
Mission: encouraging every Christian and
every church to thrive in proclaiming Christ
who brings unity, restores faith, and awakens
new faith. Church planting: establishing new
congregations, so we play our part in the
evangelisation of this diocese. Developing
leaders: building a strong diverse pipeline of

lay leaders, ordinands, clergy, senior leaders,
and encouraging Christians to step confidently
into civic life. Schools: laying foundations for
new schools shaped by Christian faith for the
good of future generations. Let's not just think
about the next five or ten years. Let's think
about the next 25 years, a generation ahead.

Above all, my desire is that each of you
becomes everything Christ calls you to be.
Imagine (imagine!) what God can do through us,
united under his Great Commission in Mel-
bourne, in Geelong and beyond.

So, thank you for everything that has
brought us to this moment in the history of
this diocese. Louie and | have come on an
adventure, in response to God's call, and to
yours. Now that we're here, we cannot do
this alone. Join us in this great adventure.
Walk with us. Pray with us. Serve with us.
Submit afresh to Jesus Christ who holds all
authority. As you make disciples, play your
part in seeing the church grow in depth, in

impact, and in breadth, renewed and em- |

powered by the Holy Spirit.

At the beginning of this new season, |
want to pray using a fifth-century prayer. So
let us pray. Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings,

with your most gracious favour. And further |

us with your continual help, that in all our
works begun, continued, and ended in you,
we may glorify your holy name, and finally by
your mercy obtain everlasting life through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Above right: Sarah Coe
Below: Heather, second from left, partly obscured
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With above Bishop Génieve; below wife Louie
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Editor's note: Jude has written a very good
article on ‘Ten ways to help and not hinder in a
crisis”: https://crosslight.org.au/2020/06/16/ten-
ways-to-genuinely-help-after-a-crisis/
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Editor’s holiday reading recommendation:

There is a very interesting article on ‘Al
[Artificial Intelligence] and the doctrine of sin’
by Stephen Driscoll in the latest Melbourne
Anglican, pp 28-9; it can also be read at
https://tma.melbourneanglican.org.au/2025/1
2/ai-and-the-doctrine-of-sin/
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https://www.abeautifullifemagazine.com/post/
christmas-poem
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