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DAVID’S DISCOURSE 
 

‘Jesus began to teach by the sea, and a very large crowd 

gathered’ (Mark 4:1). 

‘Wherever Jesus went, into villages or the country, and 

everyone who touched his robe was healed.’ (Mark 6:56). 

S a boy I went to church regularly with my mother. I 

have been attending weekly church all my life. I love 

the local church in its many different forms. We lived on a 

dairy farm in the Riverina and grew pasture for the cows, 

and also rice to develop the land for pasture. 

 I didn’t go to Sunday School, as it was only a little 

country church. I did receive church mail bag school and I 

can remember colouring in pictures of Jesus and his 

disciples walking by the Sea of Galilee, when I was a boy. 

 I loved the stories of Jesus, his teaching and healing 

the sick as he went about the countryside. Jesus grew up 

in a rural world and somehow, I could relate to that as I 

learned more about him and his life. 

 And now here we are centuries later, meeting and 

gathering as a church, all because of this man, Jesus of 

Nazareth, and what happened to him and through him all 

those years ago. I learned about him through the teaching 

of the church. Here and now we continue to teach and 

learn the story of Jesus, how he lived amongst ordinary 

people; how he was questioned and opposed and 

eventually executed – and then was raised to life by God, 

never to die again. Jesus is alive and through his Spirit, the 

Holy Spirit, he is with us here and now, and we continue 

to meet with him, and have communion with him. Isn’t 

that wonderful? 

 When I had finished school my parents were keen 

that I should go to university. However, I was very young 

and so I spent a ‘gap year’ working on our dairy farm in 

the Murray Valley before going off to Sydney to university. 

I did not have a clear idea what to study. I began doing a 

degree in Engineering, but I failed in my first year. During 

that year I had begun reading the Bible regularly and 

enjoyed the challenging preaching of the minister at the 

local parish church. He reckoned there were two serious 

questions facing Christian belief: the problem of history; 

and the psychological explanation of conversion. So, I 

wanted to do a degree in history and psychology. 

 I really was quite keen for the first time in my life, and 

was finally able to persuade my father, even though I had 

failed my first attempt at university. We agreed that if I 

earned some money working I could also enrol in an Arts 

Degree; and so I eventually graduated with an honours 

degree in psychology. My first appointment was in the 

Commonwealth Immigration Department, which is still a 

significant field of government in Australia. I was later 

offered a job lecturing in psychology in Tasmania. It was 

while I was there lecturing in Hobart that I believe I heard 

a specific call to full time ordained ministry. 

David Jones 

David and his wife Gretta 

Supernumeric clerics! 

 
The parish is surgy with clergy! Left to right: the Reverend Weiyi 
Lou, the soon-to-be-Reverend Lisa Li, the Reverend Xiaoxi Lou, 
the Reverend Neville Collins, the Venerable Canon Denise Nicholls, 
the Reverend Helen McAlley, the Reverend Michelle Loveday, the 
Reverend Paul Loveday. Not shown: the Reverend Scott Bramley 
(and now, of course, the Reverend David Jones). 

A 

OCTOBER 

2026 

CELEBRATING 175 YEARS OF ST JOHN’S! 
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November will be busy 

See above, and to the right! 

 If you are running a group, don’t forget to start now 
on your report for our Annual Parish Meeting! 

Holy Spirit Mothers’ Union 

At the MU Meeting held in the church on 26th August at 10 am, we 
started with our usual cuppa, then said together our MU Service. 
There were two members present. Instead of a speaker, Elsie 
suggested to phone a member not present, which we did, but no 
answer. We both thought it was a good idea and to try again at the 
next meeting on 23rd September. 

 The meeting ended with Midday Prayers, praying for Aust-
ralian Army Chaplains, our Seafarers and St Mary’s Sunbury MU. 

 On 23rd September only Elsie was present, but she had a good 
phone chat with Beth, reminiscing about Warburton and the deer 
they saw there. The next meeting will be on October 28th. 

 At the last MU meeting in the city, Elsie was cheered to see the 
room was full of very active women her daughter’s age. Wonderful! 

Elsie Storr 

 

Mission News 
Rowan, who says: 

I wonder why and how. A lot. 

 Good questions get good answers, and 
great questions get great answers.  

 For me, it’s all about learning how to ask 
the right questions. And to keep asking them 
so I get better at it as time goes on.  

 Living and serving in another culture has 
shown me that the ‘why’ question is an impor-
tant question. Perhaps it’s the most important 
question.  

 Why is it important to be careful in the 
way I dress? Why are there so many motor-
cycles here? Why does doing this take pre-
cedence over these other things? Why can’t I 
take photos here? Why should I ask questions 
indirectly rather than directly? 

 The ‘how’ question is also an important 
question to ask when living and serving in 
another culture. Perhaps only marginally behind 
the ‘why’ question in importance. 

 How do I ask questions indirectly instead 
of directly? Everyone is so polite here, so 
how do I know if I have offended someone 
unintentionally? How do I politely tell my host 
that I don’t want to eat this particular food 
dish (bat soup) that my host has cooked?   

 In cross-cultural ministry, I am continu-
ing to learn that it’s OK to live life with more 
questions than there are answers. 

Rowan says that after his surgery, all his 
follow-up and review appointments so 
far have gone well. He is following a daily 
rehab programme: ‘tiring but helpful’.  

 He has been to a ministry conference 
which gave him the chance to meet other 

people with similar ministry, some fami-
liar, some new. 

 He also reports: ‘I am grateful to 
God for His provision of a locum to 
serve as acting vicar at All Saints’ church 
while I have been here in Australia on 
Home Assignment. David, a new intern, 
commenced his ministry at All Saints’ last 
Sunday. He joins our other intern, Julio, 
who has been serving for over a year now.’ 

 He asks us to thank God for the 
encouragement he got at the conference, 
and for providing a new intern at All 
Saints’. He says, ‘I would also appreciate 
your prayers for continuing good pro-
gress with the rehab program after my 
surgery, and restful and refreshing holi-
days and time with family.’ 

This Month – October 
Sunday 4th Pentecost 19: 9.30 am St John’s (all-age); 

5 pm Holy Spirit 
Philippians 3:1–21; Matthew 21:33–46 

Wednesday 7th: 11 am Iris Grange; 3 pm Strathalan 

Sunday 11th Pentecost 20: 9.30 am St John’s; 5 pm 
Holy Spirit 
Philippians 4:1–23; Matthew 22:1–14 

Sunday 18th Pentecost 21: 9.30 am Combined, St John’s 

1 Thessalonians 1:1–10; Luke 10:1–9 

Sunday 25th Pentecost 22: 9.30 am St John’s; 5 pm 
Holy Spirit 
1 Thessalonians 2:1–20; Matthew 22:34–46 

Wednesday 28th: 10 am Holy Spirit Mothers’ Union; 
3 pm Roshana Macleod 

Next Month – November 
Monday 2nd: Denise returns 

Sunday 15th: 9.30 am Combined service at St John’s, 
then Annual Parish Meeting 

Saturday 21st: 175 Years Celebration Parish Lunch, 
St John’s Hall, $25 

Saturday 28th: Victorian elections 

Sunday 29th: 9.30 am Combined service at St John’s 
with Blessing of the Pets, activities 

Wanted 
• More op shop volunteers 

Money: August 
Income: Giving: $7,334.00 
 Other: $59,378.03 
 Total: $66,712.03 

Expenses: $32,381.09 

Surplus:  $34,330.94 

Giving was down. ‘Other income’ includes $40,967.20 ear-
marked for the Community Garden, and $2092 earmarked 
for particular missions. Removing these, the surplus be-
comes a deficit of $8728.26. 
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 There is a Commissioning Service 
for Rowan: 2–5 pm Saturday 17 October, 
Oaktree Anglican Church (St Mary’s 
Caulfield), 281 Glen Eira Rd Caulfield 
N, with afternoon tea. Please register at 
https://www.cms.org.au/event/rowan-commissioning/ 

The Killingbecks on King Island 

Give thanks to God for one year since 
our commissioning. Ask God to bless 
connections with the community, which 
are so vital on the Island. Continue to 
pray for freight and travel costs to and 
from the Island. Pray for the next 
calving season. 

Lyn Pearson at Interserve 

Dear Rhonda, 

 Thanks for your call and prompt for 
prayer points. 

 Give thanks for my dad’s life and 
peaceful passing into glory. I was so 
grateful to be with him at the end. 
Grateful too for dear Denise’s support to 
our family. She officiated at the funeral. 
We grieve but with hope. Ask that all 
the details of dispensing of things and 
dealing with the estate goes smoothly. 

 Pray that the good news of Jesus 
shared would take root in the lives of 
those who came to remember my dad. 

 Ask for good preparation for the 
upcoming conference on church-based 
training in Asia taking place Oct 19–24 
(https://www.increaseassociation.org/) 
I’m presenting with a team focusing on 
wholistic care. Also preparation for our 
Interserve Leaders consultation in Nov. 
Need to finalise the programme. May it 
be Spirit-inspired and -led. 

 In the meantime ask for grace and 
wisdom in supporting people who are in 
conflict and going through difficult times. 
To speak out for God’s purposes. 

 Ask for refreshment Oct 9–18 as I 
holiday with friends. 

 Richbek and I also give thanks that 
we celebrate 25 years of marriage this 
month. 

 Thanks for your prayers. If you 
would like to participate in seeing my 
dad’s service here is the link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oj7B_uSvkVg 

Editor’s report: 

The funeral of Lyn’s father, Dr Robert Tung 
Soh Yap (22/10/1927 – 12/08/2026), took place 
at St Luke’s Liverpool on 9th September. 
After an introduction by Denise and a gathe-
ring prayer, How Great Thou Art was sung, 
and then Lyn’s husband Richbek read Psalm 
23. Two grandchildren, Jaga and Noa Yap, 
spoke of their memories, and Genevieve 
Lemon and Max Lambert performed the song 
‘Some Other Time’ (from the Leonard 
Bernstein/Betty Comden/Adolph Green musical 
On the Town). Peter Pike, a friend of Robert, 
gave some of his memories, including a pool 
party that included Robert’s baptism in his 
own backyard swimming pool by Denise. 

 Lyn spoke next. Robert grew up in 
occupied Malaya, and during the hardships of 
the Second World War saw some ‘really ugly 
things’. He was the sixth son of a family of 
nine sons and nine daughters. Mealtimes 

were lively and noisy, with 22 people and two 
sittings. His father was a rubber and tin mer-
chant who travelled around South-East Asia. 
He was a strict man who required Robert to 
race him on the abacus to get his glass of milk, 
until he started winning. His father therefore 
gave him education rather than property, and 
Robert moved to Australia to study. 

 He had an insatiable appetite for learning, 
and spoke at least seven languages. As a child 
he had witnessed shonky traditional medicine, 
and it turned him against both traditional 
medicine and ritualistic religion. He started by 
getting his Leaving Certificate in Melbourne 
while working at Spencer St station, at first 
subsisting mainly on vanilla milkshakes, be-
cause he knew the English to ask for them. 

 He moved to warmer Sydney to study 
medicine; there he married and took on the 
name Robert, after the actor Robert Taylor. 
In 1958 he became one of the original resident 
doctors at Liverpool Hospital, eventually opening 
a busy private practice at Liverpool. He 
connected with his patients, some of whom 
were at the funeral. He learnt Italian to be 
able to speak to his Italian patients. 

 He enjoyed Monday nights out with the 
boys, hosted parties, and joined the Deep-
sea Fishing Club at the RSL. His hard work 
gave his family education and holidays, but 
he was often working late at night, and they 
did not know him well. They were shocked, at 
the airport to farewell Lyn as she went to live 
long-term overseas, when Robert broke down 
in tears. Later, Lyn and he worked together. 

 Robert did a BA at Macquarie while wor-
king full-time, an extraordinary achievement. 
He became computer-literate so he could keep 
working when many of his peers retired. 

 When Lyn’s mother’s health began to 
decline, they went on many overseas trips 
together. He eventually sold his practice to 
care for her, but she passed away not long 
after, in October 2011. 

 Even after then, in his nineties, he conti-
nued to travel, and continued to do locum work. 

 His journey of faith and dependence on 
God was sparked by several women in his 
family, including his wife and Lyn; but a terrible 
skiing accident that left him paralysed made 
him make a deal with God: ‘If you heal me, I 
will go to church’. He continued to struggle 
with his faith, but kept trying to understand. 
Lyn said she thought it was his pride getting 
in the way, but actually it was the opposite: 
he could not believe that God loved him so 
much, and would forgive him. 

 In November 2020 he began losing 
feeling in his hands and feet, and there was 
spinal surgery in July 2021, which showed a 
connexion to the previous accident. He got 
some mobility from an electric wheelchair, 
but had to move into a high-care facility near 
Lyn. (One of Lyn’s brothers wrote on Insta-
gram that Lyn ‘did the heavy lifting’.) Over the 
next five years a capable and independent 
physician had to learn complete dependence 
on God and on others, having to learn to trust 
both. He said his favourite song was Jesus 
loves me, this I know. He went quietly, in the 
presence of his family, into the arms of his 
Good Shepherd. 

 A photographic tribute followed, then 
Robert’s son Andrew spoke briefly but with 
emotion of how he missed his father. He was 
supported by his brother Darren, who read 
John 10:7–16 on Jesus as the Good Shepherd. 
St Luke’s Senior Minister Tim Booker ad-
dressed this topic, expounding on Psalm 23. 

Funerals force us to think about the big ques-
tions. The Lord remains our personal shepherd 
through all the ups and downs of life, provi-
ding for our needs, supporting us in difficult 
times. We are only temporary residents here, 
but the dark valley of the shadow of death is 
not the end, but where God is with us most 
closely. We do not have to be good enough 
to dwell in the house of the Lord forever, 
because Jesus laid down his life for the sheep 
and comes and finds us. He is the gate to 
salvation, for Robert and for us. 

 After In Christ Alone, Leanne Burns and 
Margaret Powell led prayers. Amazing Grace 
was sung, Denise led final prayers and com-
mittal, and Robert was entrusted to the Lord. 
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Blokes Helping Blokes 
The Editor arrived early on the morning 
of 5th September, contrary to his usual 
wont—but instead of being congratulated 
for his timeliness, some Blokes had a bit 
of a go at him. 

 Furthermore, having been criticised 
the previous month for the informality 
of his attire, he arrived this time, not in 
Sunday best, but a bit better dressed—
and the same Blokes saw fit to criticise 
this, and ask him where were his shorts 
and thongs.* 

 Some people just cannot be pleased. 

 However Glen said that the Editor 
was now so good-looking it was a good 
thing that only blokes would be attending. 
The Editor was unsure whether Glen 
was indulging in hyperbole or merely 
conveying the exact truth—he would like 
to think it was the latter.† 

 Breakfast in September was augmented by the very 
generous donation of fresh farm eggs by Kath and ‘Weg’, 
residents of Viewbank Gardens, who have done this before, 
and are much appreciated. The eggs were supplemented by 
bacon as usual. David F’s magnificent wife Dale again pro-
vided a special home-made treat for the Blokes for taking 
David off her hands for a bit, but this time she surpassed even 
herself by making a chocolate mousse cake with a crispy 
bottom, very rich and chocolatey, her finest creation yet. 

 

 

                                                 
* Glen insists ‘what I heard was encouraging comments about your 
attire’.  
† Glen says it was the latter, so there! ‘If women were attending the 
other men would be jealous’, he says. 

 She also made gluten-free chocolate 
cookies for the gluten-intolerant (which 
does not include Glen). 

 Rob and Glen both had to apologise 
that they had to leave early to go to foot-
ball Grand Finals. Glen said he would 
therefore wave goodbye now so he didn’t 
have to waste time doing it later, which 
he did, and the Blokes enthusiastically 
waved goodbye back, but were disap-
pointed when he continued to stay. 

 Glen said he had to make 250 
toasted sandwiches to feed to players 
afterwards to soak up the alcohol they 
had consumed immediately after [and 
possibly during] the game. He said he 
hoped the players made it home in one 
piece, but Rob said it didn’t matter as 
the season would be over and they weren’t 
needed any more. 

 Indeed, about 24 people had failed to 
be selected for the final game, which was 

enough to make another side; however the accuracy of this 
number was debatable when the Blokes found that it included 
both Rob and Glen among those passed over for the match. 

 Glen said he had received a lovely email from Len 
Edwards’ wife thanking the Blokes for their attendance at 
Len’s funeral, both in person and online, and for the speech 
that Glen made. 

 Glen has passed on to Eddie Ireland’s family an inscribed 
copy of the special, very limited-edition book he has had made 
on Blokes Helping Blokes. Beth is feeling Eddie’s loss greatly. 
Eddie had once made giant bottle-openers out of aluminium 
for a few friends, and Glen was able to pass one of these back 
to the family. 

 There were apologies from David T, who is crook, and 
from Jim R. 

 Glen now introduced this month’s topic of ‘What has 
come full circle for yourself or the community?’ by speaking 
of his own experience. He said that, for example, when he was 
18 or 19 he was known to occasionally drink beer, but he drank 
it from a glass. As he proceeded further into man’s estate, 
however, he moved on to drinking from cans and bottles, 
without intermediary. He said that in his lifetime of moderate 
drinking he had noticed that the hole in the beer can seemed 
to get wider and wider and he had to lift the can upward more 
and more quickly. But now he has decided to drink the 
beverage from a glass again, and instead of drinking three 
cans he finds himself only drinking one glass. 

 He did not however say what size was the glass. 

 The issue was important to him, as since he had noticed 
that he had become ‘bigger than Ben Hur’ he was en-
deavouring [with notable success] to reduce his weight. He 
told the Blokes that he had spent considerable effort trying 
different brands of beer, and had now found a rice beer which 
(he averred) made you skinnier and skinnier. He said he 
proposed the slogan ‘Drink yourself skinny’ to them, but they 
had not taken it up. He did not however tell the Blokes the 
brand name of this remarkable beer, possibly fearing they 
may divert the supply to themselves. 

 When Glen was 13 he started working as a paperboy. He 
said he was not good at it and it was a lot of trouble, but it 
taught him the basic rudiments of work ethics. Now, at 69, he 
is ‘semi-working’ and has reduced his work hours back to the 
amount of time he worked as a paperboy, and is pleased to 
have done so. 

 He is not however looking forward to going much further 
back in time as he ages. 
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 When he was 9 years old Daniel Boone was a big thing on 
television, and after sufficient nagging he was given a racoon 
hat, of which he was very proud, though he said it looked like 
something had died on his head. Later, he had bought at an 
auction a genuine racoon cap from Canada. Now, 60 years 
later, he discovered it again and said it made him look like a 
goose, so he was going to send it to a grandchild (he didn’t say 
why he wanted the grandchild to look like a goose). 

 The Blokes were disappointed that he had not brought it 
with him, so they could see if his assertion of its effect was 
accurate. 

 Paul S said he had been born in Ivanhoe, in Airlie 
Maternity Hospital. Since then, he had successively lived in 
Northcote, Ringwood, East Ringwood, Mooroolbark, Albury, 
Kilsyth, Mooroolbark again, Donvale, Heathmont, 
Blairgowie, Heidelberg, and was now back in Ivanhoe, only 
one block from the Airlie apartments on the site of the old 
hospital.* Blokes suggested that if he wanted to fully complete 
the circle, he should go to the Airlie site when he felt poorly. 

 David W said that he similarly lived in Ivanhoe 58 years 
ago, and now, after three different addresses in Heidelberg 
and Rosanna, he again lived in Ivanhoe.  His original Ivanhoe 
house and two bedrooms and no inside toilet, but now he had 
two inside toilets and three bedrooms. 

 He also mentioned that his children used to be depen-
dent on him, but now they helped him, and he depended on 
their help with technology. 

 Rob said that he had decided to pull his house down and 
build two in its place to help his blind daughter, but now he 
is glad she lives next to him because she helps him with his 
computing problems. 

 Jon said he used to live in Mount Waverley in a house 
built by Shirley Strachan’s dad, who was a highly regarded 
builder who always included footrests in the shower so you 
could more easily wash your feet. Now, after living in Forest 
Hill, Footscray, Preston and Heidelberg, he lived in a house 
built in the same year as the Mt Waverley house (though not 
by Shirley Strachan’s father, and sans footrest in the shower). 

 Neil B said that in the 1940s and 50s his father used to 
take him regularly to Arden St to see his team North 
Melbourne (‘the Shinboners’) get regularly thrashed. Now he 
had the experience of his sons taking their children to the 
football to see North Melbourne getting thrashed. 

 [There followed a discussion of why North Melbourne 
are called the Shinboners. The term is an old one, going back 
to the 19th century (when they were in the VFA), while ‘the 
Kangaroos’ was only adopted in 1950. Some Blokes suggested 
that it was derived from the injuries the players inflicted on 
opposing players, which Wiktionary in fact agrees is a possi-
bility. However, the term Shinboner is used not only of the 
players, but also of officials and of supporters of the club; and 
one of the reasons the VFL did not invite North Melbourne 
to join it at its formation in 1896 is said to be that the club’s 
fans had a reputation for hooliganism—so perhaps it was the 
club’s supporters who were attacking opposing shinbones. It 
has also been suggested that a lot of North Melbourne people 
worked in abattoirs or butcheries; or that it referred to cheap 
cuts of meat that supported the working-class population.] 

 David F told how in 1957 his father took him fishing at 
King Parrot Creek [which flows north from near Kinglake 
West into the Goulburn at Kerrisdale], between Yea and 
Seymour, where he caught his first trout. Later, he took his 
own children fishing, and now his children were taking their 
children fishing, and David comes too. 

                                                 
* Paul did not detail the reasons for his peripatetic peregrinations, 
but one Bloke suggested it might have something to do with the 
desire of landlords for their rent. 

 David also spoke of ministers at his church who were 
mission-minded, and reached out to the community; but then 
they had a minister who looked only inward. He said he 
nearly destroyed the church. He was glad that they now had a 
new young minister who again looked out to mission to the 
community. 

 This led to anecdotes of Open House. Anyone can go to 
Open House and they apparently used to get some pretty 
rough guys, especially after the pubs closed. David W told of a 
black eye and chipped tooth on one occasion; the filling had 
only recently needed renewal. He was knocked out by a drunk, 
who later told him he was angry and was going to hit whoever 
walked through the door first. They ended up as friends. 

 Glen told several anecdotes, including one where a guy 
swung a pool cue at him. Holding it by the narrow end, he 
swung it hard right around in line to hit Glen on the nose—
then suddenly backed up and went white. He said that he saw 
something he had never seen before, but didn’t want to see 
again. Glen didn’t see what it was, but assumes God was 
protecting him. 

 David W said that he hastened to say that in fifty years of 
Open House there was only one serious incident. There were 
several incidents, but only one was serious. The flaw in his 
argument was that he did not define ‘serious’, and how many 
corpses that adjective might require. 

 Rob announced that he had to go. Jon said he was 
surprised he had to go so early, considering the speed at 
which Rob drove. Rob had recently scratched the side of his 
car. He said he had only hit a post because he was trying to 
avoid running over two electric scooters, but the police told 
him he had made the wrong choice. 

 One of the Blokes asked what was wrong with society 
now, and Glen said it was because society no longer had God 
at the centre. When the churches were full people learnt that 
life is about following God, but in the absence of God people 
thought that life was about them. 

 There was general agreement, but Allan said that society 
was not so good in those days as people thought. When he was 
15 and in training in Melbourne, he lived at 35 Royal Parade 
in Parkville [which just happens to be immediately across a 
street from Naughton’s Hotel]. With no TV, and no money 
for the pub, he spent the evenings walking the streets.† 

 In this way, he came to know of Camp Pell, which the 
Editor had not heard of. [It was originally a military camp in 
Royal Park that housed American servicemen during the 
Second World War, but after the war it was used for emer-
gency housing for people evicted from their homes in slum 
clearances. It was supposed to be very temporary, but some 
people had to stay there for ten years. Conditions were dreadful, 
and it was often called ‘Camp Hell’. Crime was rampant: 
assault, thuggery, robbery, arson, stabbing, murder—it was 
perhaps the roughest slum of all. A ‘squalid sink-hole’, said 
the Argus.] Allan said he could stand in the road and watch 
pick-handle brawls. And the police reacted in kind. 

 Camp Pell was closed in 1956, but Allan said he still saw 
street violence into the 1960s. 

 It was now time for Glen to go. Jon expressed his thanks 
to Glen and to Allan and to Dale for superb cookery. He also 
expressed his thanks to Dr Katrina Philip for keeping Frank 
Webb still able to attend the meetings.‡ 

 The next Blokes Helping Blokes will be on 3rd October. If 
you would like an invitation, talk to Glen on 0487 852 808.

                                                 
† The Editor has indeed heard of streetwalking as a means of ac-
quiring money. 
‡ See the Babble of September 2026. 
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https://www.christianbiblereference.org/crossword.htm 

ACROSS 
1 Night bird 
4 Measure 
9 Tribe of Israel 
12 Scallion 
14 Publicist 
15 Faith, __ and 
     charity 
16 Hindu goddess, 
     consort of Siva 
17 Holy book 
18 Adam’s son 
19 __ James 
     Version 
21 Luau dish 
22 Desert condition 
23 Display 
25 Thy word is a 
     __ unto my feet 
27 Children’s game 
30 American Cancer 
     Society (abbr.) 
31 Samuel’s mentor 
32 Affirmative 
35 Widen 
37 Aged in nature 

39 Gets older 
40 What horses eat 
41 Caulk (2 wds.) 
45 Palestinian body 
     of water 
48 Tree 
49 Bad (prefix) 
50 Choose 
51 Strive 
52 Jesus turned water 
     into wine here 
53 Country in SE Asia 
55 Last word of a 
     prayer 
57 Volume (abbr.) 
59 A land flowing 
     with __ and honey 
62 Robed 
63 Sounds 
65 Desire 
67 Peel 
68 Filthy __ 
69 Asian dress 
70 Noah’s boat 
71 Tip 
72 Smite 

DOWN 
1 Ancient 
2 7 days 
3 Tribe of Israel 
4 Chat 
5 Fat 
6 Convexity 
7 Italian astronomer 
8 Compass point 
9 Mongolian desert 
10 Imitated 
11 NJersey’s 
     neighbour 
13 Love is patient, 
     love is __ 
15 David’s musical 
     instrument 
20 Hiking equipment 
22 Among 
24 Microgram 
26 Entire 
27 Torment 
28 Heavenly being 
29 Glitter 
32 Leaven 
33 Organic compound 

34 Analyse 
     properties 
36 American sign 
     language 
38 Cain fled to this 
     land 
42 Asian nation 
43 Group admirer 
44 British spelling 
     of flavor 
45 Bucks 
46 Environmental 
     protection 
     agency (abbr) 
47 Speck 
52 Give 
54 Transgressions 
55 Like a wing 
56 A Gospel 
58 Fairy tale opener 
60 Sister of Rachel 
61 Lotion brand 
62 Accountant 
63 Tender loving care 
64 Rent 
66 Dah’s partner 

Bible Word Search: What is True Worship? 
https://www.christianbiblereference.org/ws_WhatIsTrueWorship_0.htm 

All the words listed below are in the puzzle – left, right, up, down or diagonally. 
Find each word and circle each letter of the words you find. After you have 
found all the words, the leftover letters form the mystery answer. 

Acceptable, Adoration, Approach, Callings, Conscience, Devoted, 

Everlasting, Feed, Gift, Heart, Holiness, Holy, Humble, Humility, Hymns, 

Labor, Lifestyle, Listening, Longsuffering, Love, Open, Prostrate, Purpose, 

Quicken, Response, Responsibility, Sacrifice, Service, Sharing, Sing, 

Spiritual, Submission, Surrender, 

Word 

Answers to last month’s 
puzzles: 

Bible Word Search mystery answer: 
MAMMON 

Last month’s cryptogram: 

HE IS HAPPIER ABOUT THAT 
ONE SHEEP THAN ABOUT THE 

NINETY-NINE THAT DID NOT 
WANDER OFF. 

Matthew 18:13 

Cryptogram (https://www.dltk-bible.com/cryptograms/cryptogram-index.htm) 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

14    24    9      7      17      

 I  __   E  __  E  __  __   __   I  __  U  A  __   I  O  __  ,   __  __ 
 9   23   24    2  24   16   15    12   9    1  17  14    1   9   7   23      3   15 

__  __  A  __  E  __   A  __  __   __  E  __   I  __   I  O  __  ,   __   I  __  __ 
 11   16  14   15  24   16   14   23   22    11  24    1   9    1   9   7   23      6   9    1   19 

__  __  A  __  __  __  __   I  __   I  __  __  ,   __  __  E  __  E  __  __   __  O  U  __ 
  1   19  14   23    8   12   10   9    2   9   23   10     11   16  24   12  24   23    1    15   7  17   16 

__  E  __  U  E  __  __  __   __  O   __  O  __  . 
 16  24   25  17  24   12    1   12     1   7    10   7   22   

Philippians 4:6 
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Staying on mission 
30th August 2026 

Romans 12:9–21; Matthew 16:21–28 

Sermon by Weiyi Lou 

Romans 12:9–21 
9 

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling 
to what is good. 

10 
Be devoted to one another in 

love. Honour one another above yourselves. 
11 

Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 
spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. 

12 
Be joyful in 

hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 
13 

Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. 
Practise hospitality. 
 14 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and 
do not curse. 

15 
Rejoice with those who rejoice; 

mourn with those who mourn. 
16 

Live in harmony 
with one another. Do not be proud, but be 
willing to associate with people of low position. 
Do not be conceited. 
 17 

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be care-
ful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 
18 

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, 
live at peace with everyone. 

19 
Do not take re-

venge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s 
wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will 
repay,’ says the Lord. 

20 
On the contrary: 

‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.’ 
 21 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good. 

Matthew 16:21–28 
21 

From that time on Jesus began to explain to 
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
suffer many things at the hands of the elders, 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law, 
and that he must be killed and on the third day 
be raised to life. 
 22 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. ‘Never, Lord!’ he said. ‘This shall never 
happen to you!’ 
 23 

Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get be-
hind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; 
you do not have in mind the concerns of God, 
but merely human concerns.’ 
 24 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Who-
ever wants to be my disciple must deny them-
selves and take up their cross and follow me. 
25 

For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, 
but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 
26 

What good will it be for someone to gain the 
whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can 
anyone give in exchange for their soul? 

27 
For 

the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s 
glory with his angels, and then he will reward 
each person according to what they have done. 
 28 

‘Truly I tell you, some who are standing 
here will not taste death before they see the 
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’ 

Good morning everyone! Let’s pray as we 
hear God’s word: 

 Dear heavenly Father, thank you for 
being ever gracious to us through the gifts of 
your love and your word. As we come humbly 
before you now, let your light bring us under-
standing. Give us confidence in the power of 
your gospel. Grant us strength and courage 
to live and proclaim your truth. Build up your 
church through this time. In the name of 
Jesus, Amen. 

Staying on Mission 

In 1998, when I was 14, Steven Spielberg 
released the critically acclaimed Saving Private 
Ryan. It’s a great movie set in WWII, and it 
was the first movie I saw that talked about 
what it meant to be a soldier on a mission. 

It’s a story of an infantry squad that goes 
deep into chaos to rescue the one remaining 
son—whose brothers had already been killed 
in the war—to return him to his grieving mother. 
As the squad struggles forward, some ques-
tion the mission. ‘The lives of the eight of us 
to save one guy? Seems to me, Cap’n, this 
mission is a serious misallocation of valuable 
military resources.’ But as they discuss how 
they all have mothers awaiting their return, 
Captain Miller closes the discussion with one 
of the movie’s well-known quotes, ‘We all have 
orders, and we have to follow ’em. That super-
sedes everything, including your mothers.’ 

 I don’t know how you feel about military 
command, but this is something I also learned 
in the military. Soldiers have a purpose: to 
follow orders and complete the mission given 
to them above everything else. 

 Today we reach a part of the Bible that 
confronts us with Jesus’ mission. It also 
reminds us of the mission Jesus’ gives to all 
who say they want to follow him. And it 
leaves us with the question, how do we 
Christians see our purpose in this world? 
21 

From that time on Jesus began to explain to 
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
suffer many things at the hands of the elders, 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law, 
and that he must be killed and on the third day 
be raised to life. 

 We’re actually at a major turning point in 
the book of Matthew, marked by the words 
‘From that time on’. 

 Before, in the first half of Matthew, Jesus 
performed miracles, brought powerful teaching 
about God’s new kingdom, and showed people 
God’s very different way of life. 
15 

‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you 
say I am?’  
16 

Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God.’ (Matthew 16:15–16) 

 And through all this, Jesus had been 
demonstrating to the disciples who he was, 
with everything leading up to when the dis-
ciples finally identify Jesus with conviction, 
with Peter declaring, ‘You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God.’ 

 This is a high point in Matthew’s gospel. 
The disciples get it! They know who Jesus is! 
He is the Christ, the divine king and saviour 
Israel had been waiting centuries for. 

 But as we said, this high point is also a 
turning point, as Jesus goes immediately from 
talking about WHO he is, to talking about 
WHAT he is to do. Yes, he is the Christ, but 
what is the purpose or mission of the Christ? 
Jesus explained to them: 

• that he must go to Jerusalem 
• and suffer many things at the hands of well… 

ALL of Israel’s leaders 
• and that he must be killed 
• and on the third day be raised to life again 

 That’s what the Christ has to do; and 
notice the word ‘must’. This is the necessary 
mission of the Christ. 

Jesus’ Mission Must Be Cross-Shaped 

Unfortunately, even as Jesus reveals his 
mission, the disciples reveal that they don’t 
really understand what Jesus is about. 

 Peter (again kind of representative of the 
group) cannot accept a suffering and dying 
Messiah. Jesus is supposed to lead them with 
great authority and power to God’s glorious 
promised kingdom. He’s not supposed to have 
terrible things including death happen to him! 

And having just found the Messiah, Peter 
might also be feeling a bit protective, so he 
takes Jesus to one side to correct and dis-
suade him saying, ‘Never, Lord! This shall 
never happen to you!’ 

 But then we get a shock, and no doubt 
Peter was shocked, by Jesus’ next, very strong, 
words: ‘Get behind me, Satan!’ Just a few 
verses before, Jesus had called Peter the 
rock upon which his church would be built, 
now he says to him, ‘You are a stumbling 
block to me; you do not have in mind the 
concerns of God, but merely human concerns.’ 

 Oof! That’s a hard turn-around! Was Jesus’ 
reaction too harsh? Why did he react this way? 
Jesus was not implying that Peter was Satan 
or possessed by Satan; but he was saying 
there was something fundamentally wrong in 
Peter’s thinking that lined up with Satan’s. 

 What Peter is doing here in saying ‘Never’ 
(‘You are the Christ, but you shouldn’t have 
to suffer and die!’) is actually pushing for a 
Kingdom without a Cross; and this is not the 
first time this alternative has been offered to 
Jesus. 
8 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain 

and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendour. 

9 
‘All this I will give you,’ he 

said, ‘if you will bow down and worship me.’ 

 He was offered the same thing, back 
when he was being tested in the wilderness 
in chapter 4, when Satan showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendour, 
and said to him, ‘All this I will give you, if you 
will bow down and worship me.’ A kingdom 
without a cross. 

 We often think of Satan in the gospels 
as primarily wanting to kill Jesus, but more 
than that, Satan actually wants to thwart Jesus, 
to throw his off his path; because Satan 
knows that if Jesus completes his mission, 
his kingdom is doomed. 

 Peter’s push for an alternate route is 
ultimately the same as Satan’s temptation; 
it’s an offer to Jesus to disobey, to abandon 
the critical, monumental mission he had been 
entrusted with. 

 From Jesus’ own words, we learn that 
we can’t have the kingdom without the cross. 
Devised by God in his infinite wisdom and 
foretold in centuries of prophecy, Jesus’ death 
on the Cross, and his resurrection on the third 
day, is the way God has chosen to save all of 
creation and renew the human heart. 

 The mission of the Christ is necessarily 
cross-shaped. 

Our Mission Must Be Cross-Shaped 
24 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Whoever 
wants to be my disciple must deny them-
selves and take up their cross and follow me. 
25 

For whoever wants to save their life will lose 
it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.’ 

 But even after Jesus was firm on this, 
that was not the end. If the disciples misunder-
stood the mission of the Christ, they probably 
also misunderstood the mission of the followers 
of Christ. So, Jesus turned and revealed to 
them—and to us—that all our lives too are to 
be cross-shaped; that we too have a cross-
shaped mission. Jesus said, ‘Whoever wants 
to be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me.’ 

 To be clear, ‘take up your cross’ here 
does not mean you have to die on a cross to 
save everyone from sin and death; that was 
Jesus’ job. 
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 But because he completed his mission 
dying on the cross, all of Jesus followers now 
have the mission of dying in a different way—
putting Jesus first in all things. 

 When Jesus calls us to carry our cross, 
he calls us to be willing to face rejection, 
humiliation, even death if that’s what following 
him requires (because that’s what carrying a 
cross is: going to a humiliating death!). And 
to deny ourselves means to give up having 
ourselves and our desires as the centre of 
our lives, and putting Jesus and his desires 
there. It’s putting Jesus first above all things. 

 We might modify the Captain Miller quote 
from earlier and say, ‘We all have orders, 
and we have to follow them. Jesus super-
sedes everything, including your mothers.’ 

 Now, when misinterpreted, such self-
denial can sound pretty heavy and restrictive. 
In fact, the world often has a very severe and 
poorly-informed view of what denying self 
and taking up one’s cross looks like. 

 If we turn to modern media, on the more 
exaggerated end, you might know the book 
and film The Da Vinci Code. In it there is a 
quasi-religious man named Silas, who hurts 
himself in the name of God, whipping himself 
with a scourge, and living a life deprived of 
comforts and any meaningful human connection. 

 This kind of self-abuse is of course not 
what Jesus is calling us to, but it is an image 
that many people have. Many think denying 
self and taking up one’s cross looks like death. 

 But strangely, even though following Jesus 
this way can look like death, it’s actually life! 

 Jesus’ command to his followers is to leave 
our lives of self-centredness, and become 
God-centred. 

 And being self-centred is, in fact, the 
way to death. Jesus is stating the truth when 
he says, ‘whoever wants to save their life will 
lose it.’ If in our self-centredness we only 
focus on and care for our own life on earth, 
then that’s the only life we will have; and we 
don’t have the power in the end to keep it. 

 But if we de-centre ourselves and follow 
Jesus, he gives us new life that lasts both 
now and forever. Because Jesus has the 
power to preserve life. 

Cross-Shaped Lives 

Cross-shaped lives actually look more like 
what we heard read in Romans 12 today. 
This passage has many great practical ex-
pressions of what putting Jesus first and 
dying to self looks like: 

• We are to love sincerely. 

• We are to hate evil and cling to good: really 
to say ourselves, ‘get behind me, Satan.’ 
for whatever evils we hold on to. 

• We’re to care for and honour each other 
above ourselves. 

• We’re to maintain our desire to serve God, 
to follow Jesus. 

• We’re to be joyful in hope. Do you have 
God’s quiet joy in your heart in all things? 

• We’re to find ways to be blessings to others 
in tangible ways, sharing with our brothers 
and sisters in need, practicing hospitality to 
those around us, and blessing and loving 
our enemies. 

• We’re to support each other in the ups and 
downs of life. 

• We are not to revenge, because we know 
God will one day ensure complete justice. 

• But when there are conflicts, we are to re-
solve them and seek true peace so that 
God’s love can be the thing that defines our 
relationships. 

 And that’s just some of the things, and 
this passage is a long list with many parts, 
worth further reflecting on; but hopefully you 
can see that all these parts paints a picture of 
active love; of people who are working out 
what God’s kingdom life looks like now. 

 Yes, there are true costs to obeying God 
these ways. We may have to give up sins, 
comforts or even hurts we cling on to. But 
this life of God-centred love is far from being 
a burdened, restrictive life. As we get better 
and better at serving and loving each other, 
as we grow more God-focused and more 
self-forgetful, we actually become less afraid, 
less inward, and more joyful and free. It’s the 
true life that our loving God intends for us. 

 And the wonderful thing is, this doesn’t 
all depend on ourselves. If you hear Jesus 
call and read this list and think that you have 
to accomplish all this in your own strength, 
you will feel very tired! But remember, we 
only have our cross-shaped mission, because 
Jesus completed his cross-shaped mission; 
and He has placed in us all of God’s resources 
to grow and thrive in these; the Holy Spirit, who 
is even now at work transforming us all the time. 

 If you are a Jesus follower and reflect on 
this list, it is likely you will realise that God 
has already been at work in your life, either 
having grown you or is now growing you in 
some of these ways. Be encouraged that as 
we trust in the Lord, he is faithfully moulding 
us to bring us where he wants us to be! And 
be emboldened to engage even more deeply 
in the cross-shaped mission he has given us. 

 If you aren’t a Jesus follower, or if you 
are but you aren’t yet engaged in the mission 
Jesus has given you: it is never too late to 
start. Jesus extends the offer of a better life, 
more purposeful and more joyful than any-
thing else this world has. It is ours if we will 
reckon with him. Reread these passages and 
hear his call. Talk to him in prayer, ask him 
what your life with him looks like. 

 Every Christian is called to live out the 
cross-shaped life. Again, notice the word 
‘must’! If we, like Peter, say to Jesus ‘You 
are the Christ’, then it is also our duty to say, 
‘Get behind me, Satan. I’m denying myself, 
taking up my cross and following Christ.’ 

Stay on Mission! 

So brothers and sisters, stay on mission! 

 Don’t lose heart when following Jesus is 
costly. Don’t grow weary when things feels 
slow. Don’t be distracted by the comforts, 
priorities and things of this world. 

 Jesus is coming again. 

 And when he comes, he is bringing with 
him his most amazing reward; the new world, 
his perfect kingdom, where we will be in 
complete joy, when we see him finally face to 
face. AND he will not forget what we do now! 
Every act of obedience, every prayer, every 
word of encouragement, every person you 
have served, every sacrifice you make—
none of it is wasted. 

 Because v. 27 tells us, ‘For the Son of Man 
is going to come in his Father’s glory with his 
angels, and then he will reward each person 
according to what they have done.’ 

 Let us keep doing the mission he has given 
us, not because we are trying to earn his love, 
but because—as we can see by his own com-
pleted mission—we have already received it. 

6th September 2026 

Romans 13:1–10; Matthew 18:10–20 

Romans 13:1–10 

13 Let everyone be subject to the governing 

authorities, for there is no authority except that 

which God has established. The authorities that 

exist have been established by God. 
2 

Conse-

quently, whoever rebels against the authority is 

rebelling against what God has instituted, and 

those who do so will bring judgment on them-

selves. 
3 

For rulers hold no terror for those who 

do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you 

want to be free from fear of the one in authority? 

Then do what is right and you will be commended. 
4 

For the one in authority is God’s servant for 

your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for 

rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. 

They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to 

bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 
5 

Therefore, 

it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not 

only because of possible punishment but also 

as a matter of conscience. 

 6 
This is also why you pay taxes, for the 

authorities are God’s servants, who give their 

full time to governing. 
7 

Give to everyone what 

you owe them: if you owe taxes, pay taxes; if 

revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; 

if honour, then honour. 

 8 
Let no debt remain outstanding, except 

the continuing debt to love one another, for 

whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 
9 

The 

commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ 

‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You 

shall not covet,’ and whatever other command 

there may be, are summed up in this one 

command: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
10 

Love does no harm to a neighbour. Therefore 

love is the fulfilment of the law. 

Matthew 18:10–20 

10 
‘See that you do not despise one of these little 

ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven 

always see the face of my Father in heaven. 

 12 
‘What do you think? If a man owns a 

hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, 

will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and 

go to look for the one that wandered off? 
13 

And 

if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about 

that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that 

did not wander off. 
14 

In the same way your 

Father in heaven is not willing that any of these 

little ones should perish. 

 15 
‘If your brother or sister sins, go and 

point out their fault, just between the two of you. 

If they listen to you, you have won them over. 
16 

But if they will not listen, take one or two 

others along, so that “every matter may be 

established by the testimony of two or three 

witnesses.” 
17 

If they still refuse to listen, tell it to 

the church; and if they refuse to listen even to 

the church, treat them as you would a pagan or 

a tax collector. 

 18 
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

 19 
‘Again, truly I tell you that if two of you 

on earth agree about anything they ask for, it 

will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 
20 

For where two or three gather in my name, 

there am I with them.’ 
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Sermon by Michelle Loveday: 

GO IN SEARCH OF THE ONE THAT 
WENT ASTRAY 

St John’s Heidelberg 

I know someone who hated school. 

 When she was at college, Kim struggled 
with emotional issues. Life was difficult. 

 On the days she made it to class, her 
teacher would say, ‘Oh, so you decided to 
turn up today, Kim!’ 

 That only made it worse. Kim felt put 
down. She never wanted to go back. 

 So she didn’t. Kim left school at sixteen. 
She had no qualifications, no desire to try 
again. School was not for her. 

 I wonder if you’ve ever felt like that. Or if 
you know someone like Kim. 

 What do you think would have helped 
Kim, when she made it to school? Take a 
minute to talk with the person next to you. 
Share what you think Kim needed to hear 
from her teacher. 

 Let’s hear your ideas. Please raise your 
hand if you think Kim needed some encou-
raging words like, ‘Great to see you back, 
Kim!’, ‘Can someone show Kim what we’re 
doing, please?’ 

 Encouragement, acceptance, and helpful 
guidance—they are so important, for all of us. 

 And a listening ear—really listening—
when someone tells us what’s going on for 
them, the things they’re upset about. 

 Let’s look at our Gospel reading now.  

 At the beginning of Matthew 18, Jesus’ 
disciples asked him, ‘Who is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?’ 

 Jesus told them they needed to become 
humble, like children. Humble people were 
the greatest in God’s kingdom. The disciples 
should welcome these ones, because they 
were important to God. 

 Jesus told his disciples they must never 
cause a Christian brother or sister to trip 
up—by telling them it’s OK to cheat in your 
studies, tell lies, or something like that. They 
were to care for new believers, not lead them 
into anything which could harm their relation-
ship with Jesus. 

 The disciples were to love their brothers 
and sisters as they loved themselves, helping 
them to grow in their faith and encouraging them. 

 Then we come to the parable of the lost 
sheep, our Gospel reading. 

 In verse 10, Jesus said, ‘Take care that 
you do not despise one of these little ones’. 

 I wonder whom Jesus was talking about. 

 Children are little, for sure, but Jesus 
wasn’t referring to kids here. He was thinking 
about any believer, who was at risk in some 
way: who could be led down the wrong path, 
who could find themselves spiritually lost, not 
knowing how to find their way back to God. 

 I wonder if you’ve experienced this, or if 
you know someone who’s lost their way. 
They don’t seem able to reconnect with God 
or church. 

 There’s usually a reason this happens. 

 Jesus was clear with his disciples. They 
were not to hate or disown any brother or 
sister in this situation. Jesus told the disciples, 
‘For, I tell you, in heaven their angels con-
tinually see the face of my Father in heaven.’ 

 These believers had their own angels. 
So do we. Our angels are with God, day and 
night—I’m still learning about everything they 
do. 

 Hebrews 1:14 tells us angels do what 
God asks them to. They are ‘sent to serve for 
the sake of those who are to inherit salvation’.  

 That means us, people who follow Jesus. 
God has given us angels because we love 
Jesus. 

 Then Jesus asked his disciples what a 
shepherd would do if he lost one sheep. 

 Imagine you’re a shepherd in ancient 
Israel. You’re in the mountains with your flock. 
In those days shepherds knew their sheep 
really well. When one went missing, they 
knew which it was. 

 So what would you do if ‘Long Ears’ had 
disappeared? Would you leave ninety-nine 
sheep where wild animals could attack them, 
or they could fall down a ravine, so you could 
search for Long Ears? Have a chat to your 
neighbour about this. 

 Let’s hear what you think. Who would go? 
Who would stay? Thanks for that. 

 Jesus told his disciples, if that shepherd 
goes, and finds his lost sheep, (verse 13) 
‘…he rejoices over it more than over the 
ninety-nine that never went astray.’ 

 The shepherd is truly happy, because he 
was able to rescue Long Ears. 

 Jesus explains why: (verse 14) ‘So it is 
not the will of your Father in heaven that one 
of these little ones should be lost.’ 

 Every sheep is important to God. Every 
believer in his kingdom. Especially those who 
are weak, struggling to follow Jesus. Those 
who’ve lost their way, who don’t know how to 
get back. 

 It’s a scary feeling when you’re lost. 
Maybe you’ve experienced that. I remember 
our family travelling one night through a 
flood-damaged area in Pakistan. The road 
had been washed away. 

 God was with us. A bright moon lit our 
way. Paul managed to get us back on track. 
We reached home safely. 

 When you don’t know how to find God, 
that can be even harder. 

 Christians who lose their way usually need 
help to get back on track. Especially those 
who’ve given up on God, who’ve forgotten 
how to pray, who think God doesn’t care or 
understand how they feel. 

 People who’ve been hurt by other believers, 
who don’t want to face them again. 

 Brothers and sisters who’ve got so caught 
up in work, family, recreation, they haven’t 
left space for God. 

 Or maybe they’ve made some poor 
choices which don’t fit with their Christian values. 

 Often they’re not happy with where 
they’re at. Deep down they long to return to 
God, but it seems impossible. They don’t 
know where to start. Whom they can trust. 
What to do. 

 Jesus wanted his disciples to lovingly 
care for their sheep, to bring them back home. 

 Verses 12 and 14: 

 ‘…And go in search of the one that went 
astray...’ 

 ‘It is not the will of your Father…that one 
of these little ones should be lost.’ 

 Jesus’ message is about love: his love, 
mercy, and forgiveness, for anyone who is 
willing to receive it. Sometimes they just need 
a little help from a fellow believer, to lead 
them back to the flock, a place where they’ll 
be nurtured back to full spiritual health.  

 I see a link between this parable and our 
reading from Romans 13. The Apostle Paul 
was writing to the believers in Rome, about 
how they should live as Christians. 

 Romans 12:5 says, ‘So we, who are many, 
are one body in Christ, and individually we 
are members one of another.’ 

 Paul was talking about the church. 
Everyone who follows Jesus belongs to one 
family. We’re all part of God’s kingdom. 
We’re all needed. We’re to look out for one 
another. 

 In Romans 13:8–10, Paul writes more 
about this. He confirms what Jesus says in 
the parable of the lost sheep. Verse 9: ‘The 
commandments…are summed up in this word: 
“Love your neighbour as yourself.”’ 

 Paul was talking about the Ten Com-
mandments, especially the ones which say 
we shouldn’t commit adultery, murder, steal, 
or want other people’s stuff. They’re about 
loving others in the same way we care for 
ourselves. 

 Paul explains this in verse 10: ‘Love 
does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love 
is the fulfilling of the law.’ 

 When we take care of others, respect, 
encourage, and support them, especially in 
their Christian faith, that’s what love is all 
about. 

 Here’s something to think about. Imagine 
someone from the Parish of Banyule, a young 
person, or an older one, misbehaves. Suppose 
they get angry. They smash something on the 
property. Then they leave the church. Don’t 
say why. They don’t come back to services. 
Nobody hears from them for weeks. What do 
you think the church should do about this? 

 Have a chat to your neighbour about this. 
Who thinks we should just forget about them? 
Let them go. Does anyone think we should 
contact them? See how they are. 

 Thanks for your responses. 

 This is what Jesus told his disciples. 
Matthew 18:15: ‘If another member of the 
church sins against you, go and point out the 
fault when the two of you are alone. If the 
member listens to you, you have regained 
that one.’ 

 When I read our gospel passage, I noticed 
something interesting. In verse 12 Jesus said 
a caring shepherd goes to search for the 
sheep which went missing. In verse 15, 
Jesus says go and point out the fault, when a 
brother or sister wrongs you. I wonder why 
Jesus said this. 

 God wants to bring that person back. 
Jesus said God doesn’t want to lose anyone 
from his family. Even people who have seri-
ously messed up. 

 God wants us, young and older, to play 
our part in this. To go and talk to the one who 
wronged us. To do it respectfully. To give that 
person a second chance, so they can start 
again. 

 I know there are many things to think 
about, like keeping ourselves and others safe. 
But Jesus is teaching his disciples a life 
principle. 
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 Love your brother or sister, like you love 
yourself. Treat them the way you like to be 
treated. When they mess up, don’t disown 
them. Go and give them a chance to say 
what’s going on in their lives. Ask if you can 
help. Offer to bring them back, to find God 
again, to receive his love and forgiveness. 

 This is what real love looks like. The 
kind of love Jesus showed to all people who 
had wronged others. To all of us, especially 
when he gave his life so we could be forgiven. 

 Jesus promises the disciples, when they 
go to make peace with another believer, 
(verse 20) ‘I am there among them.’ 

 Commentator Michael Green says Jesus 
is reassuring his disciples, and us, when we 
meet to bring a believer back into relationship 
with us and with God: (verse 19) ‘If two of 
you agree on earth about anything you ask, it 
will be done for you by my Father in heaven.’ 

 God promises to be with us, when we go 
in search of the one that went astray, and 
when we go and point out the fault of our 
brother or sister who has wronged us. 

 Because God longs to receive that lost 
person back. He longs to see broken relation-
ships healed, so no one will be lost. 

 God gives us courage, protects us, and 
tells us what to say. He fills us with his Spirit 
so his love and mercy flow out to those God 
wants to bring back. 

 Commentator Tom Wright says we should 
never give up making forgiveness and recon-
ciliation our goal. I’ll share a story to explain this. 

 Pam had been coming to our New Zealand 
church for a few months. One Sunday, during 
morning tea time, she got angry. Pam yelled 
at Gary. She made threats. He was scared. 

 We quickly separated them. We checked 
that Gary was OK. He was. 

 Paul and I invited Pam to chat with us, in 
another room. We asked what was going on 
for her. Pam trusted us. She told us about 
her struggles. We asked if we could pray with 
Pam. She agreed. 

 The next Sunday, in the sharing time, 
Pam apologised to the congregation for getting 
angry. She said sorry to Gary. We all forgave 
Pam. We welcomed her back. Pam felt loved 
and accepted, by the church and God. 

 A few months later, in the sharing time 
again, Pam asked if she could be baptised. 
We said ‘Yes!’ 

 Jesus longs for us all to: 

‘Go in search of the one that went astray… 
So none of these little ones should be lost.’  

 Now I invite you to join me in a simple 
activity. 

 Please take the paper and pen you were 
given at the door. Does everyone have these? 

 Draw a big circle in the middle of your 
paper. Imagine this is a table. Jesus is sitting 
there. He’s about to share bread and the cup 
with some friends. Write initials on the circle, 
to show where you and Jesus are sitting.  

 Now think of one or two people you’re 
not getting on with. These could be people 
who’ve upset you in the past, or ones you’re 
struggling with now. Put some X’s on the 
circle, to show where they’re sitting. 

 When you’re ready, I’m going to read 
from Matthew 6, verses 12 & 14. As you’re 
listening to Jesus’ words, imagine him offering 
the cup of forgiveness to them, and to you. 

 Then, imagine Jesus saying to each 
person at the table, ‘Take heart, child; your 
sins are forgiven.’ 

 Finally, ask God to bless every person 
sitting at that table.  

 Now I’m going to read these verses from 
the Good News Bible: 

‘Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 

As we forgive the wrongs that others have 
done to us. 

If you forgive others the wrongs they have 
done to you, 

Your Father in heaven will also forgive you.’ 

Sermon by Helen McAlley: 

SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE 

Holy Spirit Watsonia 

TRAVELLING IN THE COUNTRY 

My husband Peter and I spent five years in a 
remote area of South Australia. We had three 
very small churches in our charge. On a Sunday 
morning, we might make the trip from our town 
Cleve to Cowell, to another town which was 
42 km away. There we would take the service 
at nine o’clock. After the service was over we 
usually visited the third town in our parish 
which was a further 90 km away. That service 
there was due to begin at 11.15 am. If we 
delayed leaving Cowell even for a few minutes, 
we could be late arriving at the third town. 
Five minutes delay could mean the difference 
between a relaxed or an anxious journey. For 
some reason, the speed limit between those 
towns was 100 km per hour, although on most 
of those country roads it was 110. 

 One of the ladies from that third town 
had had a leadership role in the church over 
the years and she tended to get anxious if 
things did not go according to plan. If we 
arrived to begin the service even two minutes 
late, she would point it out to us. In turn, I 
would get anxious and would resolve to try 
harder the next time. We got very expert at 
quickly getting out of the car and getting 
organised for the service, which is probably 
not a good way to begin a church service. 

 What we needed to say to that lady (but 
neglected to do) was to explain that we could 
not always guarantee to be exactly on time 
because of the circumstances. She was seeing 
the situation from her own point of view, but 
needed to see it from ours as well. 

THE WISDOM OF JESUS 

In our gospel reading today, we find Jesus 
dealing with the problem which we all have 
from time to time: what to do if someone in 
the church is doing something wrong and 
causing problems for us. And maybe some of 
Jesus’ advice (but not all of it because He is 
thinking of the church situation) could apply if 
someone in our wider circle is causing problems. 

 Jesus says, ‘If another member of the 
church sins against you, go and point out the 
fault when the two of you are alone. If the 
member listens to you, you have regained 
that one.’ 

 Jesus goes on to explain that, if the per-
son does not listen to us, we need to take one 
or two other people with us to try to sort out 
the problem. If that does not work, the church 
as a whole is asked to deal with the problem. 
If the offending person does not acknowledge 
the wrong they are doing, they are to be, 
Jesus said, ‘as a Gentile and a tax collector.’ 

This does not mean that the person is to be 
treated with disrespect, but they might need 
to be asked to leave the circle of the 
believing fellowship, presumably in order to 
repent and it would be hoped that they would 
eventually be brought back into the fellowship. 
It would be important to pray for that person. 

 Offences differ in magnitude. The dilemma 
I described earlier would probably be one that 
could be dealt with with a word. Not everyone 
is aware of how their words and actions 
affect other people and sometimes they need 
to be told. One of my friends was telling me 
how her pastor was misusing church money. 
This might well be something that would 
need to be brought before the church if the 
pastor did not acknowledge his sin when 
confronted by one and then two or three 
people. And in a case like this the police would 
need to be involved. If that person showed true 
repentance, they could eventually be brought 
back into the fellowship of the church but 
should never be allowed to be the treasurer. 

TRIANGULATION 

It is not easy to confront others even on minor 
matters. We risk that person being confronted 
feeling threatened, being in denial about their 
actions and perhaps speaking angrily to us. It 
is much easier to speak to someone else about 
the problem. This can make us feel tempo-
rarily better but it does not solve the problem. 
The psychotherapist Murray Bowen described 
this behaviour as ‘triangulation.’ It comes 
from the word ‘triangle’ and helps us to see 
what we are doing when we bring a third 
person into the situation. This is not the right 
thing to do because it does not give the 
offending person the opportunity to repent 
and change their behaviour. It is also unne-
cessary and negative to criticise one person 
to another. The exception would be to talk the 
situation over with someone in order to gain 
support in confronting the offending person. 
And these are situations where it is normal 
for us to need support. 

RESENTMENT 

What happens to us when we feel offended 
about something but do not say anything to 
that person? The danger is that we will feel 
resentful, and that resentment can interfere 
with the loving relationship that should exist 
among believers. Nor does it do our health 
any good if we cherish resentment over time. 

 The poet William Blake once wrote: 

‘I was angry with my friend. 
I told my wrath, my wrath did end. 
I was angry with my foe. 
I told it not, my wrath did grow.’ 

 When we confront someone, we must 
be careful that we are not acting in sin our-
selves. Are we oversensitive? Has our resent-
ment grown so much that we cannot speak 
calmly and lovingly? 

THE LOG IN OUR EYE 

Jesus had some words to say about how we 
are to approach others who have offended. 
He said, ‘Why do you see the speck in your 
neighbour’s eye, but do not notice the log in 
your own eye? Or how can you say to your 
neighbour, “Let me take the speck out of your 
eye”, while the log is in your own eye? You 
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own 
eye, and then you will see clearly to take the 
speck out of your neighbour’s eye.’ Notice that 
Jesus is using hyperbole or exaggeration to 
make His point here. We can have a speck in 
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our eye but obviously we cannot literally have 
a log. Maybe Jesus was saying this to make 
His hearers laugh as they thought of a log 
being in someone’s eye, but His humorous 
example would help people to see His point. 
And the point is this: don’t try to confront 
someone with their wrongdoing if your own 
heart is not first right with the Lord. But ulti-
mately, the goal is to get that speck out of the 
neighbour’s eye, so it is right to confront them. 

 Of course it is easier to see our neigh-
bour’s sin than our own, as Jesus is alluding 
to here. We tend to rationalise or make excuses 
for our own faults. For example, if we are late 
to a meeting, we might convince ourselves 
that we have been too busy to get there on 
time, but the truth might really be that we did 
not allow ourselves enough time to get ready 
or maybe spent too much time on our phone 
or doing some other activity which took up 
our time unnecessarily. If another person is 
late for a meeting we might say they are un-
reliable without even knowing their circum-
stances at the time. We tend to have a bias 
in our own favour and we need to be aware 
of that if we are to confront another with 
wrongdoing. 

IS THE CRITICISM VALID? 

And what if we are the one who is sinning 
and someone in the fellowship wants to con-
front us with it? How do we respond to that? 

 We have to take it very seriously, and 
maybe the first question we might ask is: Is 
this criticism valid or justified? In order to 
think clearly, we need to have a heart that 
wants to be obedient to God and we need to 
be prayerful. If the criticism is valid, we should 
immediately acknowledge that we have done 
wrong, ask forgiveness of the wronged person, 
ask for God’s forgiveness and also for His help 
so that we do not offend again in that way in 
the future. But it is also important to recognise 
when we are being criticised unfairly. 

 Besides being willing to admit that we 
have done wrong to others, we also need to 
admit that we have done wrong when the 
Holy Spirit convicts us of any sin. I remember 
how that Holy Spirit showed me once how I 
was jealous of someone. The correct response 
was to immediately agree with God, to ask 
for forgiveness and the strength not to commit 
that sin again. It would have also been a 
good idea to pray for the person I was jealous 
of, to pray for them and their ministry. 

 We need to resist that urge to justify 
ourselves when the Lord convicts us of sin. 
We probably all know people who always 
have to be right and maybe we can be like 
that ourselves sometimes. 

CONVICTION AND CONDEMNATION 

We also need to be careful to note the 
difference between the conviction of the Holy 
Spirit and the condemnation of the enemy. 
Condemnation is a feeling that can persist 
even after we have confessed our sin and 
asked the Lord to forgive us. It makes us feel 
bad and hopeless about ourselves and we need 
to resist it, recognising that the condemnation 
comes from the enemy and refusing to accept it 
into our lives. We can counter that feeling 
with the Scriptures, affirming aloud, ‘There is 
no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus’ (Romans 8:1). In contrast, we can feel 
good about the conviction of the Holy Spirit 
because it is always done with love and with 
the object of helping us to do what is right. 

BEING TEACHABLE 

If we have been criticised harshly and unfairly 
as children, we may find it difficult to receive 
reproof and may even see constructive criti-
cism as abuse. We need to ask the Lord to 
help us to be teachable and also to give us the 
gift of discernment so that we can distinguish 
between valid and unfair or untrue criticism. 

 And some criticism is unfair and invalid. 
A person may be criticised by a friend who 
resents the promotion at work that they have 
received. Or someone who is deeply unhappy 
in their marriage may become critical of a 
friend’s clothes or housekeeping when no such 
criticism is justified. The person receiving the 
criticism needs to recognise what is going on 
and to confront their friend about it. This is 
important if the relationship is to be restored. 
However, if the wrongdoer in this case does 
not receive the correction, it may be necessary 
for that friend to withdraw, at least for a time 
in order to protect themself. 

PRAYER 

Shall we pray: As we come before the Lord, 
is there anything the Lord is showing you 
where your life needs to change? Ask the 
Lord to forgive you and to help you turn away 
from that sin. 

 Is there anyone you need to lovingly 
confront because they have wronged you? 
Ask the Lord for the strength and courage to 
go to them. 

 And Lord, we ask for obedient and sof-
tened hearts towards you and loving hearts 
towards other. Help us to be able to discern 
between fair and unfair criticism and to always 
have your wisdom and guidance in everything. 

 We pray in the wonderful name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Accepting One Another 
13th September 2026 

Romans 14:1–14 

Sermon by Helen McAlley 

14 Accept the one whose faith is weak, without 
quarrelling over disputable matters. 

2 
One person’s 

faith allows them to eat anything, but another, 
whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 

3 
The 

one who eats everything must not treat with con-
tempt the one who does not, and the one who 
does not eat everything must not judge the one 
who does, for God has accepted them. 

4 
Who 

are you to judge someone else’s servant? To their 
own master, servants stand or fall. And they will 
stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
 5 

One person considers one day more sacred 
than another; another considers every day alike. 
Each of them should be fully convinced in their 
own mind. 

6 
Whoever regards one day as special 

does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does 
so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and 
whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives 
thanks to God. 

7 
For none of us lives for ourselves 

alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 
8 

If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, 
we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, 
we belong to the Lord. 

9 
For this very reason, 

Christ died and returned to life so that he might 
be the Lord of both the dead and the living. 
 10 

You, then, why do you judge your brother 
or sister? Or why do you treat them with contempt? 
For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 
11 

It is written: 

‘“As surely as I live,” says the Lord, 
“Every knee will bow before me; 
    every tongue will acknowledge God.”’ 

 12 
So then, each of us will give an account 

of ourselves to God. 
 13 

Therefore let us stop passing judgment 
on one another. Instead, make up your mind not 
to put any stumbling-block or obstacle in the 
way of a brother or sister. 

14 
I am convinced, 

being fully persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that 
nothing is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards 
something as unclean, then for that person it is 
unclean.  

A NEW BEGINNING 

Have you ever clearly and unexpectedly heard 
God’s voice? 

 A few years ago my husband Peter and I 
were looking for a church which we could join, 
and one day I heard the voice of God speak 
to me very clearly and unexpectedly saying 
‘Try St Faith’s’. It was not an audible voice 
but it was a very strong impression. The fol-
lowing week we went to St. Faith’s, where we 
felt immediately welcomed and even loved. 
As we sang that beautiful hymn ‘Jesu Price-
less Treasure,’ I felt instantly at home. 

 St Faith’s was an Anglican Church within 
walking distance of our home. It was about 
three kilometres away and I would often do 
that 40 minute walk to church. So why had 
we not thought of St Faith’s before when it 
was such an obvious choice? The reason was 
that we considered ourselves to be evange-
lical Christians and were suspicious that St. 
Faith’s would be too ‘high church’ for us. 

BEING EVANGELICAL 

We had attended our previous church for 
nearly 25 years and were convinced that, as 
a strong evangelical church, it had a hold on 
the truth that other churches might not have. 
Evangelical means that we accept the Bible 
as God’s word and believe that we need to 
have a personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
for salvation. We were very proud of being 
evangelical and in fact had met each other in 
an Evangelical Union Bible study at the Uni-
versity of Melbourne many years previously. 
That group is now called the Christian Union. 
We believed the Bible and were suspicious of 
those whom we thought did not see it in the 
same way that we did. 

NEW WAYS OF WORSHIP 

At St Faith’s we observed many of the special 
days that we had not celebrated in our 
previous church. Not only did we celebrate 
All Saints’ Day, but we also celebrated All 
Souls’ Day the following day, when we re-
membered the ordinary faithful people who 
had gone ahead of us to heaven. Our priest 
encouraged us to write out the names of 
those we wanted to remember on All Souls’ 
Day, and we included our loved ones in a list 
which was read out that day to the congregation. 
It was good to remind ourselves that they 
were safe with the Lord. Then there was the 
reserved sacrament – the wafers blessed 
during the Holy Communion service which 
were placed in a small locked cupboard 
called an aumbry so that they could be used 
to take communion to sick or shut-in people. 
Some people made the sign of the cross or 
did a little bow when the name of Jesus was 
mentioned in the service. We were not used 
to these aids to worship but came to accept 
them and to see the meaning of them. As we 
had contact with other Christian groups, we 
came to see that there were other ways to do 
things from what we had originally learned 
and to appreciate other ways of doing things. 
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We attended Taizé services with friends. 
There would be a large wooden cross on the 
floor in front of the worshippers. After a 
simple service of chants, Bible readings and 
times of silence, we would be invited to kneel 
at the cross and surrender ourselves and our 
cares to the Lord. We could grasp the cross 
with our hands or even touch it with our 
foreheads. Here we had something tangible 
that we could do in worship which would help 
to bring the sacrifice of the Lord and His love 
for us into sharper focus. 

 Peter and I were also involved in the team 
of Anglican Marriage Encounter where we led 
weekends for married couples to improve their 
communication and their walk with the Lord. 
The team on the weekend would consist of a 
lay and a clergy couple and they would come 
from many different church backgrounds. We 
realised that they loved the Lord just as we did. 

 Then there was the Charismatic move-
ment and the Pentecostal churches which 
emphasised the gifts of the Spirit. Within the 
evangelical church there was often opposition 
to this movement which began in 1960 and 
spread all over the world in every Christian 
denomination. Many argued that it was wrong. 
Even today, people speak of ‘happy clappy’ 
Christians in a derogatory way and criticise 
their doctrine, which is Scriptural after all. 
Maybe we could learn from them as many 
Pentecostal churches have large congregations 
and are attracting young people. 

PRAYER GROUP 

Peter and I also worshipped for some years 
in a Catholic Charismatic Prayer Group within 
walking distance of our home. They met in a 
building which housed a Catholic order of 
Brothers. This order was eventually disbanded 
and the prayer group thought they were going 
to be moved out of the rooms. They prayed 
and took turns to fast over a number of weeks 
and only concluded their fast when the leader 
was rung and told that they would be able to 
continue meeting in the building. 

 Their way of doing things was different 
from what we were used to. They would pray 
the rosary. They often spent time reviewing 
the lives of the saints and even prayed to the 
saints. Yet they also emphasised prayer, Bible 
study and songs of worship. They had a deep 
love for each other and for us too. How did 
Jesus say Christians would know each other? 
By their love! The prayer group members 
kept in touch with us when we were ordained 
and gave us a generous gift. When we visited 
Melbourne from our parish in South Australia, 
they asked us to share with them what we 
were doing and then laid hands on us and 
prayed for us. Yet previously we had been 
prejudiced about Catholic people. 

PREJUDICE 

Over the years we felt humbled as we 
realised that we had been arrogant assuming 
that we had a hold on the truth that other 
Christians did not have. We needed to con-
fess this arrogance as sin and ask the Lord 
to help us to be more tolerant of Christians of 
a different background from ourselves. We 
can feel threatened by people who are different 
from ourselves and this can lead to prejudice. 

 When we were on holiday, Peter and I 
got into the habit, if possible, of going to a 

non-Anglican church to worship and would 
enjoy meeting with Christians of the different 
denominations. 

STREAMS OF CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 

In his book Streams of Living Water, the 

Christian writer Richard Foster identifies six 

traditions of Christian spirituality. He identifies 

Bible characters and more modern Christians 

who belong or belonged to each stream. We 

read about Christians who are contemplative, 

charismatic, evangelical, sacramental or who 

emphasise social justice or holiness in their 

traditions. It is important to accept that there 

are Christians who have different ways of 

expressing their love for the Lord and have 

different worship styles and emphases. 

Jesus prayed that we would be one – surely 

that is in our love for each other, unity in love 

rather than uniformity. 

JUDGMENT AND DISCERNMENT 

It is not for us to judge others; and what is 

judgment? I believe it is harshly criticising those 

who are different, in order to make ourselves 

feel better. This differs from discernment, 

when we might recognise that someone is 

going into error and needs to be lovingly brought 

back if that is possible. The Holy Spirit will 

reveal the difference to us if we seek to be 

obedient to Him. The examples Paul gives in 

our Romans passage today are not examples 

of people going into error. Rather they are 

examples of different ways of worship or 

serving the Lord by genuine Christian people. 

Some believe only in eating vegetables; others 

eat meat. Some judge one day to be better 

that another; others judge all days alike. Some 

eat in honour of the Lord; some fast in honour 

of the Lord. Paul is grieved by those who pass 

judgment on others because they do things 

differently from themselves. It is not up to us 

to judge others. That is God’s role. We are all 

in the one family, so we must be accepting of 

our brothers and sisters in the Lord. 

RECEPTIVE ECUMENISM 

Once we were given a presentation at a clergy 

conference on what was called Receptive 

Ecumenism. Eight denominations were listed 

and we were asked to list the strengths off 

each one. As we thought of the Catholic 

Church for example, we listed the saints, the 

sacramental worship, the art works, the 

emphasis on education. As we reflected upon 

the Salvation Army, we thought of their music 

and bright worship, their selfless giving, their 

faith and the equality of men and women 

from the beginning. We did this for all the 

denominations listed. It felt so refreshing to 

think of the strengths of those different from 

ourselves, rather than their weaknesses which 

we so often focus on. Let us learn to love and 

accept each other as individual people and 

as denominations. 

PRAYER 

Shall we pray: Dear Lord, help us to enjoy 

and celebrate the different ways that people 

worship and approach you. Forgive us for the 

times when we have made judgments about 

people different from ourselves. Help us to be 

kind to one another, to love one another and 

to remember that we all belong to the one 

family of God. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Philippians 1 
20th September 2026 

Phiippians 1 

Sermon by David Jones 

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 

 To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at 
Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons: 
 2 

Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 3 

I thank my God every time I remember you. 
4 
In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 

joy 
5 

because of your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now, 

6 
being confident of this, 

that he who began a good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
 7 

It is right for me to feel this way about all 
of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether 
I am in chains or defending and confirming the 
gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 
8 

God can testify how I long for all of you with 
the affection of Christ Jesus. 
 9 

And this is my prayer: that your love may 
abound more and more in knowledge and depth 
of insight, 

10 
so that you may be able to discern 

what is best and may be pure and blameless for 
the day of Christ, 

11 
filled with the fruit of righ-

teousness that comes through Jesus Christ – to 
the glory and praise of God. 
 12 

Now I want you to know, brothers and 
sisters, that what has happened to me has 
actually served to advance the gospel. 

13 
As a 

result, it has become clear throughout the whole 
palace guard and to everyone else that I am in 
chains for Christ. 

14 
And because of my chains, 

most of the brothers and sisters have become 
confident in the Lord and dare all the more to 
proclaim the gospel without fear. 
 15 

It is true that some preach Christ out of 
envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 
16 

The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am 
put here for the defence of the gospel. 

17 
The 

former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not 
sincerely, supposing that they can stir up 
trouble for me while I am in chains. 

18 
But what 

does it matter? The important thing is that in 
every way, whether from false motives or true, 
Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. 

 Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 
19 

for I 
know that through your prayers and God’s 
provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has 
happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 
20 

I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way 
be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so 
that now as always Christ will be exalted in my 
body, whether by life or by death. 

21 
For to me, 

to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
22 

If I am to go 
on living in the body, this will mean fruitful 
labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not 
know! 

23 
I am torn between the two: I desire to 

depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 
24 

but it is more necessary for you that I remain 
in the body. 

25 
Convinced of this, I know that I 

will remain, and I will continue with all of you for 
your progress and joy in the faith, 

26 
so that 

through my being with you again your boasting 
in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me. 
 27 

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves 
in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. 
Then, whether I come and see you or only hear 
about you in my absence, I will know that you 
stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as 
one for the faith of the gospel 

28 
without being 

frightened in any way by those who oppose you. 
This is a sign to them that they will be 
destroyed, but that you will be saved – and that 
by God. 

29 
For it has been granted to you on 

behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but 
also to suffer for him, 

30 
since you are going 

through the same struggle you saw I had, and 
now hear that I still have. 
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Perhaps you noticed in our Bible reading 
today that Paul prayed with joy for the church. 
This letter is full of joy and delight. He des-
cribed the believers in Philippi, both ordinary 
believers and those he addresses as bishops 
and deacons, as partners. They help him in 
his work and ministry. They are partners in 
the faith. He writes, ‘I thank my God every 
time I remember you, constantly praying 
with joy for all of you because of your 
sharing in the gospel.’ (Philippians 1:3–5).  

 How do you pray? Some people pray by 
sitting quietly alone, before God, and simply 
bringing someone to mind. Paul says here 
that he ‘remembers’ them. For me prayer 
isn’t easy. I always want to use words. I know 
that because of Jesus, I have direct access 
to the Holy of Holies. I can speak and God 
will hear my prayer, through his Son, Jesus 
Christ. For me prayer isn’t easy, but it is 
important. We must pray. I think it is impor-
tant to pray, even if you don’t feel you have 
all the right words. Later in this letter to the 
Philippians, Paul writes about prayer. In 
chapter 4 that Michelle will preach about on 
October 11th, Paul writes, ‘Don’t worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer let 
your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding will guard your hearts 
and minds in Jesus’ (Philippians 4:6–7). 
Don’t worry, pray. We do worry, don’t we? 
We tend to worry more than we pray. I guess 
it is good to admit a worry, and then be led to 
pray to God. Paul adds these words, ‘Do not 
worry … but in everything by prayer with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God.’ 

 Things were pretty tough for Paul. He is 
in prison. We know he was imprisoned a num-
ber of times, in places like Ephesus, Caesarea 
and finally in Rome. He is writing this letter to 
the church there from one of these prisons. 
He tells us he was arrested because of the 
gospel, or more especially because he was 
teaching about Jesus. Under the rule of the 
Roman Empire people were required to wor-
ship the Emperor. There was a time, possibly 
once a year, when they had to go through a 
public ceremony to declare that Caesar is 
Lord. The Roman Emperor was considered 
Lord of all. However, Christians had come to 
believe in another Lord. They declared Jesus 
is Lord. And so Christians who wanted to be 
true to their faith could not say ‘Caesar is 
Lord’. And so to teach that Jesus is Lord of 
all, and not Caesar, could mean being 
arrested. And the apostle Paul was arrested. 

 A few years ago a group of Egyptian 
Christians were taken and publicly executed 
because they would not deny their faith in 
Jesus Christ. Amongst that group who were 
killed in public apparently there was a person 
who was not a Christian, but when he witnessed 
how the believers bravely declared their faith 
in Jesus Christ, his own heart was so moved 
that he could not deny Christ for himself, and 
he too was executed. It was a tragic and cruel 
event, this martyrdom of about a dozen Coptic 
Christians. It shows that what was facing St 
Paul back in those early days of the Christian 
gospel has continued right through until today 
in the world. In a country like Australia we are 
not under such open hostility because we 
believe Jesus is Lord of all, as there is in some 
parts of the world today.  

 However, if we look to the Lord Jesus 

whatever is happening around us, we find we 

can stand up under threats, be they external 

or internal. We Christians follow one who 

was also arrested and accused of a number 

of things that were untrue. Indeed, Jesus was 

not only arrested, but tried, condemned and 

very cruelly executed. Now for Paul, Jesus 

was everything. Listen to what he wrote to 

the Philippian church, here in verse 21: ‘For 

me living is Christ and dying is gain … my 

desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 

that is far better.’ That is quite a response 

to his threatened situation isn’t it?  

 Yet we are all gathered here today be-

cause of this man who walked about the 

countryside in Galilee, teaching wonderful 

things and healing the sick who came to him. 

We are here because of Jesus. He was 

executed on unjust charges, but God raised 

him to life, never to die again. The righteous 

overcame unrighteousness.  

 We gather here today to have communion 

together with him. He is alive and here with 

us now, isn’t he? 

 In most religions of the world, and tragi-

cally this can even occur in some churches, 

the gospel is not central. Rather the focus is 

on telling people how to live, what to do to be 

a better person. Let’s love one another. Now 

of course that is right, but can I suggest that 

being told what to do, although it can be 

useful, is not gospel, it is not good news. We 

need to hear firstly not what we need to do, 

but what God has already done, and continues 

to do, for us. That is good news. 

 How would you summarise the Christian 

Gospel? 

 In this first chapter Paul refers to the 

gospel five times. Paul rejoices because of 

their ‘sharing in the gospel from the first 

day until now’ (verse 5); he declares that 

even his imprisonment ‘has actually helped 

to spread the gospel’ (verse 12); and again 

he writes, ‘I have been put in prison be-

cause I defended the gospel’ (verse 16); 

and he asks the Philippian Christians to be 

united and work together, ‘live your life in a 

manner worthy of the gospel’ (verse 27); 

‘striving side by side with one mind for 

the faith of the gospel’ (verse 27).  

 The gospel is joyous! It is good news! 

Jesus is alive! He is our peace. 

 The Church has most often summarised 

the gospel with a few more words than this, 

along these lines: the Son of God Himself 

humbled Himself, and came to earth and 

lived amongst ordinary people, as a perfect 

person, and in obedience to His heavenly Father, 

he offered Himself as a perfect sacrifice for 

the sins of the world, so that all who believed 

in him should be forgiven, whatever their sins. 

The gospel is not being told how to live, but 

in hearing about what has been done for us. 

Jesus put it in these words: ‘the Son of Man 

did not come to be served, but to serve, 

and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 

(Mark 10:45). The apostle Peter wrote this 

about his Master whom he had walked with 

throughout Israel all the way to the crucifixion: 

‘Christ himself bore our sins in his body 

on the tree [i.e. the cross], that we might die 

to sin and live for righteousness. By his 

wounds you have been healed. For you 

were like sheep going astray, but you have 

now returned to the Shepherd of your souls.’ 

(1 Peter 2:24–25). John has the best known 

summary, ‘For God so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him may not perish but 

may have eternal life’ (John 3:16). 

 However, the world does not see the 

need for this kind of news. ‘I am not a sinner. 

That is a terrible way to think. People are 

basically good, aren’t they……?’ And so the 

common mind, that doesn’t want to believe in 

God or judgment or anything like the spiritual 

life, will think.  

 Last year I had a quite serious fall on our 

way overseas. We never made it. I ended up 

in hospital in Perth with influenza B and 

exhaustion. We had to cancel our trip and 

somehow get back to Melbourne where I was 

pretty much out of it for some months. I re-

member lying in bed and feeling anxious, and 

thankfully I was led to remember the good 

news. In 1 Peter 5:7 we read, ‘Cast all your 

anxiety on God because he cares for you.’ 

So my prayer was often, ‘Lord I cast all my 

care onto you, because you care for me.’ 

That is a wonderful thing to say and realise: 

Lord, you care for me. God cares for me. He 

cares for you. It is such a wonderful thing to 

say and receive the truth deep within you. I 

have long believed that he became a man to 

bring healing to our souls. But to draw upon 

that love of God for all of his creatures is 

glorious. As Peter says elsewhere, ‘Christ 

himself bore our sins in his body on the 

tree, so that we might die to sin, and live 

for righteousness; by his wounds, you 

have been healed’ (1 Peter 2:24). 

 Jesus is so central in his mind, and life, 

that Paul looks forward to being more perma-

nently with him. Paul continues with these 

words (1:21,23): ‘For me to live is Christ 

and to die is gain … I desire to depart and 

to be with Christ.’ In 1 Thessalonians 4:17, 

he wrote to the other Macedonian church in 

these words: at the end when the final Day 

comes ‘we will be with the Lord for ever.’  

 It's all about hearing the message of what 

God has done, of Jesus living and dying for 

us. When we hear of this love, we in turn are 

moved to love him. There is a lot of talk about 

love and that is good. Yet we need to see what 

love is. We love because he first loved us. I 

remember being asked that question as a 

teenager: Is Christ unique in your affections? 

It was a turning point for me. I realise that is 

the question, above all others. Everything 

turns on the answer to that. Is Christ unique 

in your affections? 

 PRAYER – let me pray the prayer of 

Richard of Chichester, a bishop in the Angli-

can church nearly 800 years ago. I’ll pray in 

the first person, you can make it your own 

prayer as I do so: 

 Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for all the 

benefits you have won for me, for all the 

pains and insults you took in my place. May I 

see you more clearly, love you more dearly 

and follow you more nearly, day by day. 

AMEN. 
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A respected church leader arrived in a large city to deliver a 
series of presentations. At a banquet the first evening, he 
noticed some reporters in the audience. He wanted to use 
some of the stories he told that night in his presentations the 
next day, so he asked the reporters to omit them from their 

articles. One article that came out the next day concluded 
with this line: ‘The Reverend also told a number of stories that 
cannot be printed.’ 

https://maaw.info/GadgetsandGames/ChurchJokes.htm 

 

Parish Council Notes 

Meeting of Monday 14th September 

Ministry matters 

• A reasonable discussion with two BSL reps 
and Richard Bruce from Diocese on 8 Sept. 
On advice from Steve Richardson (Diocesan 
head of Property), prepared a new draft MOU 
and new draft Licence agreement, given them 
for their consideration before next meeting. 

• St John’s 175 years committee met 13 Sept. 
A catered Celebration Lunch Saturday 21 Nov 
in the church hall, cost $25 pp; a Community 
Celebration Church Service (blessing of pets) 
Sunday 29 Nov, displays, talk & tour of church, 
activities around the grounds. More soon. 

• A first-year curacy in 2027: contacted Ven 
Kate Beer and a proposed candidate. Still re-
quirements to be met. 

• Michelle Loveday can remain at Banyule for 
further formation and training, three days per 
week in 2027, if she needs to. Her field com-
mittee: Heather Connor (chair), Peter McKay, 
Wilma Walker, Neville Collins. 

Finance matters 

• Treasurer’s reports discussed. 

• Reza advised future maintenance costs for the 
tennis courts need to be shared. Liaising on a 
way forward. 

Property matters 

• St John’s 
– Restoration: Heritage Victoria has endorsed the 

architectural drawings; Melbourne Water Flood 
level certificate received, required by Banyule 
Council for building permit; Project Manager 
David Wagner overseeing the tender process, 
which closes shortly. 

– Hall guttering cleaned. 

• Holy Spirit 
– Plumber will replace existing toilet pipes with 

upgraded material soon. Also will investigate 
feasibility of a separate water meter at Watso-
nia Rd rental, so tenants can be charged for 
water usage—currently there is only one meter 
for all three buildings, so we’re responsible for 
all usage costs. 

– Guttering cleaned on three buildings. 

Child Safety Officer/Family Safety Champion 

• No incidents reported. 

Diocesan professional standards 

• Proposed expansion of volunteer roles needing  

Clearance for Service from 1 Nov paused for 
further consultation due to feedback. 

Vicar’s report 

• Refer to Ministry matters above. 

• Done much of the organisation for the Annual 
Parish Meeting, to be held on 15 Nov after the 
combined service. Parish to be informed. 

• Would like all current PC members to remain 
serving. Encourage additional volunteers. 

• Visits: 
–  We have given up our date for Bishop Megan 

Curliss-Gibson: she will come in 2027. 

– 13 December: Adrian Lane (BCA) – Combined 
service. 

Wardens’ report 

• Refer to Property matters above. 

• Jika St: decorative tile re-attached; gas fitting 
renewed. 

• Gloucester Dve: guttering cleaned; roof leak 
found, ridge repaired, plaster sanded & painted; 
new tenants in. 

General business: None 

Minutes by Rhonda Taylor, précis by Editor 

 


