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At the time of publication it is not known what, if any, real-
life meetings will be able to happen; but if you cannot come 
to church, it will continue to come to you as YouTube 
videos. Remember also that Morning Prayer is available on 

Zoom at 8.30 am each Tuesday and Thursday at https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/9347862191, and Compline at 9 pm each 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday at https://us02web.zoom.us

/j/79265369718?pwd=R0Q4aERJa3ZqV2FjdFBaanBJaTJadz09  

Saturday 4th: 8 am Blokes Helping Blokes breakfast at 
Macleod Community Hall or, more likely, Zoom 

Sunday 5th Pentecost 15 / Trinity 14: 9 am St Andrew’s; 
10.15 am St John’s; 5 pm Holy Spirit (COVID permitting) 
Acts 13:13–52 

Sunday 12th Pentecost 16 / Trinity 15: 9 am St Andrew’s; 
10.15 am St John’s; 5 pm Holy Spirit (COVID permitting) 
Acts 15:1–21 

Sunday 19th Pentecost 17 / Trinity 16: 10.15 am Com-
bined at St John’s (COVID permitting) 
Acts 16:1–15 

Wednesday 22nd: 10 am Holy Spirit Mothers’ Union; 
11 am Streeton Park and general mid-week service 
at St John’s; 3.30 pm Regis Macleod (COVID permitting) 

Sunday 26th Pentecost 18 / Trinity 17: 9 am St Andrew’s; 
10.15 am St John’s; 5 pm Holy Spirit (COVID permitting) 
Acts 16:16–40 

���	���
• Lots of churchwardens 

������������
Income: Giving: $7,183.68 
 Other: $12,532.67 
 Total: $19,716.35 

Expenses: $24,521.40 

Deficit:  $4,805.05 

Giving was down. 
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Peanut Biscuits (Alice Gardner) 

4 ounces of butter, 1 cup brown sugar, 1 egg, ½ cup chopped peanuts, 2 cups of rolled oats, 
pinch of salt, ¾ cups plain flour, 1 rounded teasp baking powder. 

Method: Melt butter, add sugar, beaten egg, rolled oats, sifted flour, salt, peanuts, and lastly 
baking powder. Place teaspoonful on a greased tray and bake in a moderate oven 15 to 20 
minutes.  

Enjoy.�
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Blokes Helping Blokes 
As a result of lockdown 5, and presciently anticipating lockdown 6, Glenn 
decreed that the August meeting would be over Zoom. Ten Blokes 
attended, even without the impetus of bacon and eggs. Glenn indeed 
got up at 5 am to fire up his backyard barbecue/oven to prepare 
bacon and eggs, which he showed to the Blokes, but for some reason 
they were not as appetising when only Glenn got to taste them. 

  
 The latest lockdown indeed was a source of depression for the 
Blokes. Damien’s daughter in Year 7 was going to be unable to perform 
in a cabaret, though the Editor, thinking of decadent pre-war Berlin 
nightclubs, was surprised that the school allowed junior students to 
take part in such things. It appeared also that the production was in 
Chicago, which seemed a long way to travel each night. 
 Neil had trouble with his video cable and kept disappearing, 
though that may not have been related to the pandemic. Jon was 
apparently located in a forest, but wormholes in the space-time con-
tinuum kept appearing in the background, threatening to engulf him 
and transport him to some other galaxy. Indeed, at one point he ap-
peared to be having a severe medical episode and the Editor got very 
worried, especially when he disappeared from sight. Fortunately it 
turned out that he was putting his socks on. 
 Jim also had a serious problem, as an alarming pileous growth has 
appeared in his lower facial area. However, it is possible that the mutual 
support that the Blokes are able to give each other may help, as Allan 
had a similar problem last year, but has managed to overcome it. 
 David has had both of his COVID jabs, plus one for pneumonia for 
good measure. He told us he had turned eight stubby-holders, so 
Glenn will give him enough red gum to make 200 more, enough for a 
proper night out. 
 Allen told us he has an order to make a lot of pens, so he has 
had to buy a lot of pens. (Apparently, to make a pen you need to start 
with a pen.) He also showed us one of his latest creations, which 
seemed to be a bowl with a very bad spiral crack in the side. “Balls!” 
said Allan, channelling Miss Marple as played by Geraldine McEwan 
in At Bertram’s Hotel. After carefully claiming to know nothing about 

knitting, he discoursed at length about how balls of wool are more 
trouble than skeins, rolling about everywhere. His bowl held one’s 
wool ball so it didn’t roll around the room. There was a hole to feed 
the wool through, but if you needed to change colours, Allan explained, 
you used instead the spiral slot, which was not a crack but had been 
deliberately made, so you could change the wool. 
 The Editor wondered at the speed Allan must have worked at, to 
cut a slot in the side of the bowl while it was spinning in the lathe, but 
Allan explained that he had turned the lathe off first (though he had 
not turned it off the lathe). 
 We all felt we should order a Fair Isle jumper from Allan to test 
his invention. 
 Allan is also learning how to make screw threads on the lathe, so 
he can make screw-top urns to put people’s ashes in. Presumably he 
was thinking about people one doesn’t like, where you want to make 
absolutely sure that all trace of them is firmly sealed up. (The Editor’s 
mother-in-law used to speak of going to funerals to make sure the 
coffin lid was tightly screwed down.) 
 The conversation turned to gardening, and Glenn revealed that 
he was practising crop rotation 
on his Community Garden plot, 
and allowing it to lie fallow 
and have a Sabbath. On the 
other hand his wife Wendy was 
achieving gardening’s highest 
achievement of growing orchids 
spectacularly (see picture). 
Glenn claimed that Wendy 
was using the same technique 
that he was using of doing 
nothing, but the results could 
not have been more different. 
 There was then discussion 
about whether Blokes Helping Blokes should be on a Friday night, 
because Glenn knew some Blokes who would benefit from meeting 
others, but couldn’t come on Saturday morning. Not only are there 
sporting or school commitments for some Blokes, but also some 
elderly Blokes like to emulate modern teenagers and sleep in until 
noon. Can you imagine that, thought the Editor in his night attire and 
dressing-gown. No particular conclusion was reached, but it was 
gratifying to discover that there is continuing telephonic support also 
going on between the Blokes. 
 Glenn’s father, alas, was never able to come and give his living 
eulogy, and Glenn suggested that as well as living eulogies we could 
also give eulogies of our fathers who couldn’t do it for themselves. 
 Right at the end of the meeting we discovered that Stuart was 
expecting a baby, his first. He had evidently felt that during lockdown 
one should at least make an effort to do something. So he was 
congratulated for his diligent work. 
 The next Blokes Helping Blokes breakfast will be at 8 am on 4th 
September, either by Zoom or at Macleod Community Hall, depending 
on the pandemic situation. Please let Glenn know if you are coming: 
0487 852 808. All blokes are welcome! 

Peter McKay


